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EVER since her establishment the Church Christ has 
been object attack either the realm the credibility 
her doctrines that the character her practices. 
generation ago the battle raged furiously the former re- 
gion; to-day the latter the basis wide-spread criti- 
cism. The present article concerned with only one phase 
the discussion,—the alleged failure the Church 
her duty matters practical concern the life society, 
and the alleged consequent alienation the masses from 
her. The article does not, therefore, enter the field dis- 
cussion with those who, spirit hostility the Church 
institution, declare that her long career she has done 
more harm the world the physical and moral life 
men than she has done good the spiritual life; but the 
paper confines itself consideration the position 
those friends the Church who think that she not making 
the most present opportunities, and that she fails her 
duty participating slightly direct measures social 
reform. There feeling abroad, that Christianity 
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what claims should justify its pretensions 
bringing about the social regeneration for which the world 
working. alleged that, consequence its failure 
so, losing its the masses the people, 
and that the alienation the masses from the Church 
once the sign and the expression the decay the Chris- 
tian religion. 

The claim that the Church losing her hold the 
people large not new. Many years ago John Stuart 
Mill wrote that was least doubtful whether any church 
except the Roman Catholic retained great authoritative in- 
fluence over its communicants among the people large. 
More recently the great German Economist, Roscher, has de- 
clared that the alienation the masses from the Church 
one the five main causes the social discontent and 
the strength and progress socialistic schemes. 
says, ‘‘every one regards wealth sacred trust office 
coming from God, and poverty divine dispensation in- 
tended educate and develop those afflicted thereby, and 
considers all men brothers, and this earthly life only 
preparation for eternity, even extreme differences property 
lose their irritating and demoralizing power. the other 
hand, the atheist and materialist becomes only too readily 
mammonist, and the poor mammonist falls only too easily 
into that despair which would gladly kindle universal con- 
flagration, order either plunder lose his own 

The thought which these eminent writers thus give 
expression very decidedly reaffirmed the popular opinion 
evangelize the reach the masses”’ 
with religious influences. 

There abundant proof that the outcry has consider- 
able basis truth. Almost any clergyman will admit that 


one the problems his ministry how get hold the 


working-people, especially the men. Evidence the reality 
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the difficulty seen the attitude continually taken 
labor unions towards the churches and religion. They de- 
clare that experience teaches them that they need not look 
that direction for help sympathy. 

The complaint against the Church with reference pres- 
ent social movements really double one. asserted, 
first, that the Church body, organization, takes 
but little direct interest, and still less direct action, the 
great questions the methods elevating the masses, the 
abolition poverty, the reformation the criminal, the 
suppression injustice the part wealth towards pov- 
erty, the protection the industrially weak, the factory 
girl, the shop girl, and children and women employed our 
mills. The Church does little, asserted, towards the 
suppression the spirit greed which prompts great cor- 
porations sometimes sacrifice the health and life em- 
ployees for gain; she does not interfere disputes between 
laborers and employers establish justice their relations, 
and she usually arrayed against the working-men any 
struggle for their rights the betterment their conditions 
life. 

The second charge, group charges, against the 
Church is, that with all her influence she fails produce 
actual life more justice, more purity, more self-sacrifice; that 
she fails influence conduct, make the lives her 
fessors any nobler than those other The preach- 
ing the pulpit, the confession the creed, the professions 
faith, love, self-sacrifice, that are made the altar, 
find realization, declared, everyday life. The 
church-member less unscrupulous business than the 
non-church-member. The professing Christian legislator, 
manufacturer, railway director, does not let his religion 
influence the laws makes, the bargains drives, the 
relations that exist between him and his employees. 

The explanation usually offered the alleged 


practical social problems the Church is, that she has 
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concerned herself much with theology that she has 
neglected religion. said, that, agree- 
ment has been reached between the Church and the World, 
the terms have been division territory, were, and 
that this wise: The world has transferred the domain 
dogma and the future life the Church, but has kept for 
itself the present other words, maintained 
some that the Church has fixed her attention future life, 
and has been inclined regard all things this life, not 
only not accessory future better state, but abso- 
lutely antagonistic it; that she has been logically led, 
therefore, lay but little stress social struggles, and the 
improvement life this world, far material comfort 
and ease living are concerned, and that this she has 
done wrong, because great spirituality can developed 
hearts that are tainted with social evil that are suffer- 
ing from social wrong. The result this course action, 
maintained, has been make religion theoretical rather 
than practical, emphasize dogma and faith rather than 
and practical life; short, try practise the 
first, while neglecting the second, the two great command- 
ments which all the law and the prophets.” 

evident that the accusations brought against the 
Church are serious, and that, they are well founded, they 
point condition which she should try change. 
important, therefore, determine how far they are true. 

The complaints against the Church may grouped into 
two classes according the thoughts underlying them. The 
first class consists those the underlying thought which 
that the principles Christianity have not the power 
which claimed for them. Those who believe this, logically 
deny that the Christian religion the proper force which 
look for social regeneration. not necessary dis- 
cuss this view the subject here. Probably very few 
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those who really hold would maintain its bald form. 
Most would admit that the teachings Christ, fully and 
consistently put practice, would improve the 
deed, the position this class critics sufficiently re- 
futed their own action appealing men, for the im- 
provement society, the basis the brotherly love and 
self-sacrifice which are the corner-stones the Christian sys- 
tem. 

The charge brought the other class critics more 
logical, and, withal, more serious. Their view finds expres- 
sion the statement, already referred to, that the Church 
has too much emphasized faith instead works has preached 
doctrine instead righteous living; has made dogma, 
and not actions, the test Christian life has concerned 
herself too little with the affairs this world. And their 
cry They insist that during her career 
the Church Christ, that is, the great body Christians, 
has mistaken either the chief need men else the best 
means supplying that need; that the spiritual policy 
founders and supporters has been wrong, and that change 
should now made whereby the Church shall pay more at- 
tention the material accessories good here, 
than the spiritual conditions good life hereafter. How 
far this arraignment true, and whether, 
change policy the direction indicated would bring about 
the desired result, are really the questions issue between 
the adherents and the critics the Church. Both parties 
agree the desirability improvement the physical 
conditions life; they disagree, first, whether the 
province the Church such concern herself directly 
with such matters; and, second, whether, this 
part her duty, her past and present policy and methods 
have tended its performance. Before take these 
questions will well notice the real meaning and im- 
portance the statement mentioned before, that the Church 
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has lost and losing her hold the masses the people. 

The whole force the statement depends the mean- 
ing the word Formerly the hold which the 
Church had was, like that law now, externally authoritative, 
and reached all within her territorial jurisdiction. That is, 
she could compel respect and obedience even from those who 
the masses the people then was coextensive with force 
her command. Sometimes was direct physical force 
that she used, and sometimes the power was based sup- 
erstition and ignorance. other words, her power, 
was extended and secured two classes means: 
external authority and subjective influence, the power en- 
force and the ability persuade. The latter was granted, 
course, the loyal, loving members the Church; the 
former was yielded all whom her legal authority could 
made reach; she secured, the law does now, the ready 
concurrence the law-respecting citizen and the unwilling 
obedience the citizen who, dared, would law- 
breaker. The number those subject the Church 
authority was, therefore, practically the whole commu- 
nity. To-day the second kind authority has been al- 
most wholly swept away. was destroyed the spread 
education and freedom, and the industrial revolu- 
tion. The first shattered superstition; the second, author- 
ity; and the third showed the possibility better life 
earth. Broadly speaking, therefore, the only which 
the Church has now, that which she can command 
the sweetness and purity her principles. Her “hold” 
depends longer external power, but internal influ- 
ence. authority must acknowledged the heart 
need not owned all. This fact would largely dimin- 
ish the relative number those who acknowledge the author- 
ity the Church. And even those who retain nomi- 
nal adherence her, there large number whom she 
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cannot properly said have They attend 
church because respectable so. Now one will 
contend for moment that the hold which the Church has 
the influence her principles the heart not far pref- 
erable any hold based external authority; and the only 
fair way determine whether the Church has lost her hold 
the people comparison the number earnest, 
devoted, intelligent members one time with the number 
another. But such comparison impossible. Although, 
then, the number those who acknowledge the authority 
the Church has diminished, would rash man who 
would maintain that her real influence less than was. 
Moreover, very many who deny her authority spiritual 
organization acknowledge the moral principles Christian- 
ity their lives. Hence, whatever hold” the Church may 
have lost the loss her formal authority, more than 
offset the increase the influence her principles. What 
she has lost quantity she has gained The loss 
not areal loss. have gained liberty thought and 
action, broader and juster view life, higher conception 
God, and better physical and social life, with greater pos- 
sibilities progress; for all that sweetest and purest and 
noblest civilized life to-day very largely the result the 
action this same Christian Church, which, with all her mis- 
takes, has through the centuries been purifying and regen- 
erating force the world’s life. 

view this indisputable fact, difficult believe 
that the Church has been wrong her main policy em- 
phasizing the life come, her method ofseeking im- 
prove life earth indirectly and, were, secondarily, 
the development moral character and spiritual aspirations 
the individual. 

the time the appearance Christianity and the 
founding the Christian Church, the restraining tenets 
even the old pagan religions had pretty much lost their force. 
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The life the individual was swallowed that the 
State, the countries then called civilized, and his impor- 
tance was consequently minimized. The necessary result was 
degradation individual character, and the moral quali- 
ties which make the life the individual pure and no- 
ble. prevalent philosophy, Lecky says, did much 
encourage virtue, but little nothing restrain vice!” 
The only really bright light the pagan world was the em- 
phasis the importance the individual, which was made 
the philosophy the Stoics. 

The philosophical significance, and political and social, 
well moral, importance the Christian movement was 
emphasize the individual, elevate his character, en- 
noble his life. Hence, Christianity, unlike paganism, made 
moral teaching its main object. the words Lecky, 
the pulpit, its ceremonies, all the agencies power 
possessed, labored systematically and perseveringly for the 
regeneration mankind. Under its influence, doctrines con- 
cerning the nature God, the immortality the soul, and 
the duties man, which the noblest intellects antiquity 
could barely grasp, have become the truisms the village 
school, the proverbs the cottage and the 

order accomplish its purpose elevating the char- 
acter individual, the Church, Christianity through 
the Church, had influence the will. That is, had sup- 
ply motives the individuals whom sought improve. 
These motives were the hope salvation and the fear dam- 
nation, the hope attaining future life eternal happi- 
ness and the fear future life perpetual torment. The 
necessity continually preaching that doctrine gave ita 
prominence which under other possible conditions might 
not have had. other words, the need for influencing in- 
dividual conduct made necessary emphasize the doctrine 
future life, and the emphasis the future life was then, 
any rate, the best, the only, way ennoble this present 
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life. the doctrine became dogma, test ortho- 
doxy; the reason for emphasizing became obscure and was. 
forgotten, and its grand service the cause humanity, 
even the purely social side, therefore often overlooked. 

true, then, that the Church has emphasized doc- 
trine, especially the doctrine future life, and that she has 
laid stress the individual rather than society such. 
But also true that her emphasis doctrine was for the 
purpose elevating individual character, and that her asser- 
tion the importance the individual against society 
was but method improving society. Her action was 
unconscious recognition the great truth that useless 
try construct faultless social structure out elements 
that are themselves faulty. 

This teaching dogma, this emphasis the import- 
ance and grandeur individual character life, produced 
social reforms more far-reaching character and deeper 
significance for mankind than could have been brought about, 
under the conditions which existed then, the emphasis 
social duty and the doctrine the brotherhood man. The 
philosophy which contained the ethics paganism held 
men the desirability performance duty and vir- 
tuous life, for their own sake, but the motive did not stir 
action. The peculiar advantage Christianity was that 
added new motive, which did arouse men. 

Until the value his own life was impressed the in- 
dividual, until learned appreciate virtue, faith, self-sac- 
rifice, from practising them, could not expected re- 
gard his duty try secure these things fur others. 
The whole history moral development emphasis 
the fact that first new truth acted and new duty 
performed not for their own sake but from some external mo- 
tive. only after men have learned the grandeur new 
truth new duty this way that they can appealed 
the basis the higher motive. 
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The effects this policy the Church society were, 
already said, very great. One result was purification 
morals, which did much regenerate society and put the so- 
cial life higher plane. Chastity was restored its po- 
sition virtue, which practical life had almost lost. 
The elevating effect family life, speak nothing else, 
was one effect the importance which for social and eco- 
nomic progress cannot overestimated. 

The same policy emphasized the sanctity human life, 
and this emphasis tended mitigate the evils slavery, and 
would ultimately, had not been perverted, have abolished 
the system altogether; largely crushed abortion and in- 
fanticide, spread the feeling human brotherhood, conferred 
dignity labor, elevated woman, and gave impulse 
practical charity. this last matter, which to-day the 
Church charged with dereliction duty, was Christian- 
ity which first assigned charity place the scale moral 
duties. The motive was, indeed, the love Christ rather 
than the love and often the methods adopted were 
productive much evil good. But the Church can- 
not blamed for not being her charity meth- 
ods when only within few years that philanthropists 
have come any agreement even the rudimentary prin- 
ciples what called scientific charity. achievements 
the Christian Church are more truly great than those which 
has affected the sphere charity. For the first time 
the history mankind, has inspired many thousands 
men and women the sacrifice all worldly interests, and 
often under circumstances extreme discomfort danger, 
devote their entire lives the single object assuaging 
the sufferings humanity. has covered the globe with 
countless institutions mercy, absolutely unknown the 
whole pagan has indissolubly united the minds 
men, the idea supreme goodness with that active 


and constant 


The benevolent activity thus eloquently described 
continues to-day, and great the charitable work done 
aside from the Church organizations, least question- 
able whether that the Church not greater still. true 
that her servants have often perverted her teachings and have 
done mankind terrible wrong, not only neglect relieve 
suffering and suppress injustice, but also the direct pro- 
motion evils. But this fact does not diminish the good 
she has done, nor condemnation the philosophy 
the general policy and method which she has pursued. 

Here then is, brief, the work the Church social 
reform: she interfered the labor question, the labor 
question then existed, making easier the life the serf 
and the slave, and insisting the observance justice and 
brotherhood between master and man; she rendered life more 
secure the enforcement justice generally; and she has, 
certainly until very recently, every one will admit, been the 
chief agent charitable and criminal reform. true that 
these were results her general policy, that they 
were not her chief aim, but incidental effects the aim she 
had view, and the policy that she followed. But that 
very fact evidence that her aim and methods were chosen 
wisely for the circumstances the world’s life; and would 
rash thing say that the policy which produced results 
momentous for the progress man was mistaken ill- 
directed. 

Hence but fair conclude that the aim the 
Church the past, namely, the uplifting individual char- 
acter, was the true one for the existing situation; that the 
method, the use external motive, was the correct one 
for attaining her purpose; and that the results her policy 
have been justified even the social reforms which have in- 
directly sprung from it. 

Moreover, there appears good reason why the 
method whereby such great results have been accomplished 
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should abandoned. Social reforms cannot brought 
about men with low moral sense, with character 
that lacks the moral fibre necessary self-denial and strug- 
gle against evil for the sake others. Indeed, faultless 
social Herbert Spencer points out, impossible, 
the elements composing are themselves faulty; and there- 
fore social improvement can come about only through the 
development and uplifting the character the individual. 
This accordance with the observed fact that the best 
and most permanent progress one direction always the 
result change and advance some other. Direct, 
immediate, social improvement unphilosophical and im- 
possible, because man can promote progress only the re- 
moval obstacles the way natural 

true that the Church, through her representatives, 
has not always consistently adhered the doctrine the 
relatively great importance the individual the sense 
which the phrase was used her earlier days. There was 
long period when individuality was crushed, far any 
expression difference from the constituted authorities was 
concerned. There was practically but one creed and one 
state, and the spirit the day was passion for unity. Yet 
even then was the individual that the Church wrought 
directly. Moreover she had herself recuperative power. 
Nominalism came and reasserted the rights the individual, 
the importance individuality. To-day there reaction 
towards the suppression individuality, towards uniformity 
thought and life. There good it, but the Church will 
make great mistake she gives away entirely. There 
danger the movement, President Andrews. 
says, our moral and religious life from this relative deg- 
radation the individual. the danger, that greatest 
danger that can lie wait for human soul, regarding man 
more than God. the danger enslavement 
The degradation the importance the individual would 
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mean return the social condition the world when 
Christianity appeared, that the dark” part the 
Middle Ages. 

The individual must, then, continue the centre 
the Church’s activity; the development good character, the 
promotion the growth moral fibre, the preparation, 
short, for higher and better life, must, the future 
the past, her chief aim, the object her most earnest so- 
licitude. Any other policy would not only prevent least 
one large part the purpose her Founder, but would 
fail produce equally desirable results the improvement 
society, because would running counter the method 
biological and sociological growth. 

However, although true that the development 
the moral and the spiritual character the individual must 
still the aim the Church, and although she has accom- 
plished much social reform the past, fair ask 
whether the which she has hitherto relied can 
itself serve her purpose any longer; whether may not 
replaced supplemented with some other incentive, and fi- 
nally whether under modern industrial and social conditions, 
direct and organized participation social questions, such, 
not desirable, perhaps necessary, for the furtherance her 
purpose saving individuals for better life. 

There doubt whatever that the motive which 
the Church has thus far relied for inciting men moral and 
benevolent life has largely lost its power with the masses. 
ambition has changed. now bent getting 
something out this life Consequently there are 
now very many whom the appeals the Church have 
little hold. new motive needed arouse them action 
for their fellow-men. fact the Church must rec- 
and whose character she must mould, she would 
regain, her hold men’s hearts. The intensity 
the desire for physical comforts endangers the higher aspira- 
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tions the soul, and, unless she would see these higher 
aspirations quenched dwarfed, she must herself guide the 
desire for physical comforts towards the salvation and devel- 
opment these aspirations. 

But the loss power the old motive activity for 
moral improvement, and consequently for the good soci- 
ety, due not only change the conditions life, and 
therefore the direction human purpose, but also part 
the fault the Church herself, least her represent- 
atives. 

For even among church-members themselves the preach- 
ing the doctrine future punishment reason for 
good life here has largely lost its force. The explanation 
this found the tendency all organizations become 
mechanical and formal. This the meaning the charge 
that the Church’s life has become doctrinal, and not vital; that 
when the unlettered, the oppressed, the wronged, have turned 
her for sympathy and help, they have found her formal 
and cold,—instead bread they have received astone. This 
not new complaint. new thing for church-mem- 
bers and officials fast for strife and devour 
widows’ houses and for pretence make long 
keep the letter the law while violating its spirit, say 
the destitute warmed and and yet give them 
not those things which are needful the body,” choke 
the vitality Christian principles under mass formalism 
and dogma. Hence, besides supplying new motive for be- 
nevolent action all, the Church needs also hold her 
members stricter sense their duty. Yet this, too, 
perhaps accomplished the incitement new 
motive. 

Contentment with the merely doctrinal side religion 
source danger the Church. For means the ac- 
ceptance her merely intellectual culture, faith, 


‘belief, the part her members, instead vital faith 
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life and works. This would mean the decay spirituality, 
and the supremacy the spirit materialism, which part- 
the cause, and would prove the goal, purely in- 
tellectual religion, such religion possible. would 
mean return, indeed, the moral condition the world 
the beginning the Christian era, for the improvement 
which modern philosophy would powerless pagan 
philosophy was then. 

order carry out her plan salvation the indi- 
vidual, must not the Church to-day lay greater emphasis 
duty and brotherly love than she has ever done before 
not this the motive which must largely take the place 
the incentive The long moral training which the 
world has received has made men more ready than ever be- 
fore respond this motive. Should not the Church now 
teach that salvation for each found the fuifilment 
duty others and life full beneficence one’s 
fellow-men? The emphasis these motives would but 
the emphasis that law love which Christ taught only 
second the list commandments. would not imply 
the neglect the first these commandments; rather would 
obedience the second the best fulfilment the 
first. Itis true, course, that the Church has always in- 
sisted the law love fundamental condition ofa 
Christian life; but she has not always insisted enough. 
She has often condoned its violation condition belief 
acreed. may that God would better served the 
two things were reversed, and certainly even those who insist 
the greater importance the creed will admit that 
would better served both conditions were fulfilled. And 
might not hope, might not reasonably expect, that the 
Church thus adhering her historic mission, though 
partly changing the method attaining her purpose, would 
for the world to-day the line social reform 
grand work that which brightened the lives millions 
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the generations her early The reasonableness 
tion modern social reform,—nay, makes such participa- 
tion duty. 

Not only justification Church activity social 
reform, that, while thereby promoting her purpose develop- 
ing the moral and spiritual nature the individual, she indi- 
rectly confers the world the benefits social improve- 
ment; but also true that, under modern industrial and 
social conditions, such activity promote the 
moral and spiritual salvation individuals. There are two 
reasons for this, the first which found the manner 
the growth society, the second the character modern 
business life. 

principle biological science more firmly estab- 
lished than that the life the individual depends largely 
his surroundings. Life continual readaptation changed 
and changing environment. Progress, the ethical sense, 


impossible only the environment the individual be- 


comes more ethical. necessary condition the de- 


velopment moral character the individual the moral 


improvement his surroundings. Now the individual, especi- 
ally among the so-called degraded unfortunate classes, of- 
ten does not know the change necessary made his 
environment for his own moral improvement, and always 
unable, himself, bring about when does know it. 
The change must wrought for him external forces, 
which can come only from those who higher ideal and 
also the vital energy expend producing practice. 
‘Those best able this are the more fortunate classes who 


Church. 
Moreover, the history sociological development 


also believers the moral and spiritual doctrines the 


proves anything, that the course improvement from 


material through the intellectual the moral. That is, 
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least certain amount physical improvement, bet- 
tering the material conditions life, necessary mor- 
progress. attain the latter the Church must 
help the former. 

The second reason, group reasons, why Church 
activity social reform necessary the attainment its 
purpose saving the individual, found the nature 
modern industrial life. Both the modern science Political 
Economy and the phases life which treats have de- 
veloped large degree independently Church influence. 
read little distinctively Christian about the production 
and distribution wealth the Canon Law the writ- 
ings Thomas Aquinas Kempis. What they 
give mainly summary reproduction the results 
the best Greek thought the subject. ‘We find the 
writings St. Thomas Aquinas the political and economic 
doctrines Aristotle reproduced with partial infusion 
Christian Hence that many have insist- 
that Ethics has had comparatively little influence 
economic doctrine. This intellectual result has been reflect- 
ed, well perpetuated and intensified, the introduc- 
tion, through the so-called industrial revolution, competi- 
tion the main controlling principle business relations. 
The establishment this principle has brought about that 
business which competition keen and unrestrained, 
there danger that man who adheres moral methods 
will driven out his business. This true, because the 
moral plane competitive business determined 
moral character its lowest competitor. The importance 
this fact for the Church well brought out Professor 
Adams. says: “The opinion frequently ex- 
pressed that all the evils modern society are traceable 
the natural depravity the individual man, and, under the 
direction such explanation, they who wish well 
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ety expend their energies exhorting individuals reform 
their lives. This-is especially the high duty religious 
teachers. But have these teachers ever stopped inquire 
why their persuasive eloquence has thus far met with but 
meagre success the reformation society? they really 
see that, society where the code business ethics con- 
forms the law ‘thou shalt love thyself better than thy 
neighbor,’ none but industrial hermits can adhere the law 
‘thou shalt love thy neighbor thyself’? Our religious 
teachers, whose analysis industrial relations stops short 
portraying the moral deterioration effected unbridled com- 
petition, mean, they mean anything, that the men whom 
they influence should renounce the world business ambi- 
tions. this fact find the explanation the curious 
paradox, that more effective the persuasion 
teachers, the more rapid will the deterioration business 
for, since the result such persuasion must large 
measure the renunciation men delicate 
the great business opportunities, society will tend take. 
upon itself the moral tone the more unscrupulous. 
great danger, while dwelling with such emphasis upon 
problem individual life, forgetting its complement, the 
problem social life.” 

The effect unbridled competition not only lower 
the plane business morality and harden the character 
business men; also reacts all classes society the 
production such the sweating system, the truck 
system, and the evils tenement-house life, rendering the 
development high moral and spiritual character those 
affected more and more difficult. Hence itis necessary for 
the Church remove such evil influences; social reform be- 
comes necessary condition success her work. 
Altogether aside, however, from the consideration 
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accomplishing the salvation the individuals concerned, 
participation work social reform duty incumbent 
the Church from her own character. 
tion obedience the law benevolence, and benevo- 
lence characteristic true Christian and the 
Church. Social reform, other words, natural func- 
tion the Church and enjoined onher. The proof this 
found the fact that the Word God inculcates such du- 
ties and devotes considerable attention 
ple, the twenty-fifth chapter Leviticus, which prescribes the 
observance year jubilee, deals almost exclusively with 
social and economic topics. The Mosaic code largely de- 
voted similar interests; land, divorce, the relations em- 
ployer and employed, trade, taxation, poverty, and crime, are 
all treated it. Social purity, honesty business, benevo- 
lence, and government, are topics touched Proverbs. 
Christ gave the Church the golden rule social duty, taught 
the true nature the relation the individual society 
the parable the good Samaritan, and set example 
honesty paying our taxes that many church-members 
often forget. Finally, the labor problem touched 
the fifth chapter the Epistle St. James and the sixth 
chapter Ephesians. 

But the questions What the proper posi- 
tion for the Church take matters social reform? 
what specific reforms should she aim, and what methods can 
she follow? The questions are surrounded with all the dif- 
ficulties which are usually met reducing theory prac- 
tice, especially cases like which the circumstances 
that determine action are various that general answer 
dangerous, even possible. 

The first reform which the Church should undertake 
within herself. She should enforce to-day matters con- 
duct and life the authoritative standard which she exercised 
her early history, and which she has always more less 


| 
| 
. at 


396 The Relation the Church [July, 


rigidly enforced matters doctrine. There are many pro- 
fessing church-members whose lives belie their professions, 
and disgrace the Master they claim necessary 
that the Church should now, early days, cut off such 
members. From those whom she admits her communion 
she must insist honesty business, mutual justice be- 
tween those who have business relations. She must press 
the truth that false balance abomination the 
the exclusion from membership the tradesman 
who keeps weights that are just trifle light. She must cut 
off those, too, who are the cause injustice, and of- 
ten worse, that unprotected girls stores and factories of- 
ten suffer the hands church-going employers and over- 
seers; she must maintain that the rights person the em- 
ployee are sacred the vested property rights the em- 
ployer. These and similar reforms individual conduct she 
must first insist from her members. This course will cut 
down the membership, but will leave better qual- 
number whom the Lord chooses Such result 
exceedingly difficult thing accomplish, especially the 
Protestant churches, which there authoritative head; 
but must done, measure any rate, before the 
churches can expect the blessing-of God their work. The 
responsibility for its accomplishment rests the ministers 
and the conscientious members the churches. This pre- 
liminary work done, the Church may with more hope suc- 
cess enter work sociological character for eleva- 
tion the masses that will tend towards the moral and 
spiritual salvation the individuals composing them. 
There are some other conditions from which the Church 
needs free herself order perform her work. Espec- 
ially must she try get rid the spirit materialism which 


largely affects her and taints her spiritual life. The power 


wealth too much regarded; pews must still paid for, 


poor suit shabby dress meets but frigid welcome, 
the social importance this that member such that 
must have precedence poor-looking strangers. The result 
drive away many who would gladly avail themselves 
the privileges the Church but are too poor hire pew, 
are chilled the air respectability which deadens the 
spiritual vigor many churches. low mercantile 
principle has, insidious way, acquired degree con- 
trol over one department Church activity. Without the 
conscious acquiescence the members the Church, 
and, late, even against their wishes and efforts, the organ- 
ization has become entangled the meshes the commer- 
cial system which environs 

These conditions must removed from the life and 
work the Church herself before she can hope successfully 
take part the regeneration the rest ofsociety. 
the legitimate scope the Church reform, not 
any means wide some seem suppose. discuss- 
ing the subject must constantly bear mind that the 
main work the Church feed the spiritual and moral 
nature men. not quite true that, the words ofa 
well-known philanthropist, meaning the great phil- 
anthropic movement the latter half the nineteenth cen- 
tury that the Church being left behind the race for 
the amelioration mankind.” cannot true, because 
the spirit that has prompted the great philanthropic move- 
has emanated from the Church, and her teach- 
ing and influence which keep that spirit continually alive. 
The only view the scope Church activity which would 
justify such criticism the one, frequently held, that 
the founding and maintenance benevolent institutions 
wholly the duty the Church; and that she should take 
directive part politics, participate municipal reform, 
industrial disputes, and follow other similar 
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courses which, the opinion their adherents, would bene- 
fit society. 

Now, such view not just. Ifthere were other agen- 
cies reform, and sociological science were developed 
that definite method accomplishing specific reform 
were always evident, then, indeed, the Church might held 
responsible for securing it. But there least one other 
agency, that the State; and for the largest number so- 
cial problems there yet admitted solution. the 
ficld activity which properly the sphere the State, all 
that the Church can ought breathe into the 
spirit justice and charity, that the State may and 
may act Christian State. far the largest amount 
the work founding and maintaining such institutions 
hospitals, asylums, and reformatory institutions generally, 
properly belongs political society; that is, the munici- 
pality the State, and not the Church. duty 
arousing public opinion establish and maintain them. 
cannot fairly said, that, inasmuch the purpose the 
Church the elevation man, she should participate all 
works that produce that result. The argument proves too 
were true, almost every department social and 
political activity might logically placed under her direc- 
tion. All that can rightfully expected the Church 
that she endeavor breathe the spirit benevolence into 
all spheres the life society, and that she shall take ac- 
tive part the direct management some. not true, 
for example, that reason why political move- 
ments for the upraising our people should not start 
well movements did not start saloon, all agree; 
but that they should originate prayer-meeting, must 
deny. For political movements imply the supremacy one 
party over another, after The starting such 
movement prayer-meeting would mean the alienation 
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one another party from the Church. All she should 
seek infuse her spirit into the contest. 

What are the phases of, and attempts at, social reform 
which the Church should take active part, there rule 
for determining. The only way indicate them men- 
tion them specifically, and two persons would likely 
agree the list. But there are some modern social move- 
ments important, and vitally connected their influ- 
ences with the mission the Church, that there little room 
for disagreement the duty the Church with refer- 
ence them. 

was pointed out the tendency unrestrained 
competition lower the moral plane industry. Conse- 
quently, proper and desirable work for the Church 
try secure the passage such laws will prevent this 
moral degradation, will raise the level business moral- 
ity. Among such laws are most those which under 
the general designation factory and sanitary laws. 
phase the labor problem the Church may properly 
take action. Through her representatives, committees, min- 
isters, members, she should seek influence public opinion 
for the passage such this class laws are clearly for 
the protection health, life, and character, even although 
they are likely encroach the some who 
value wealth more than humanity. The great practical dif- 
ficulty, course, how choose the measures which de- 
serve support, and the means with which influence their 
adoption. Those are matters which must left the 
separate church bodies, and the interest and action these 
bodies would depend, after all, the complexion their 
membership. Hence, the only conclusion can come 
the very general one that all that the Church such can 
really do, raise her voice, through her ministers and 
members, behalf justice and righteousness industrial 
relations;—and this just her old work and new thing 
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all, except the feature that the justice and righteous- 
ness urged are specific specific cause. 

far the labor question concerned, the Church 
could, and should, also throw her influence, her preaching 
and the formal expression the opinion her members, 
favor fairness and kindness labor disputes. But she 
has right all side with either party against the oth- 
er, unless injustice unkindness perfectly evident. And 
there are few cases which this would true. Hence 
there field for the Church take direct part the la- 
bor problem, called. That must solved the general 
principles righteousness and love which her duty 
preach. All that she can here emphasize the prin- 
ciples demanding that they applied the particular 
case hand. The burden fault this line duty has 
been the indifference the Church toward the whole mat- 
ter. Even clergymen have taken little interest it, partly, 
doubt, because they did not realize its importance, and 
partly because the pulpit too often intimidated the pew, 
and because usually the side the 
socially strong, who pay salaries and maintain churches. 

the great matter charity there wider field for 
her activity. Her first duty, already pointed out, edu- 
cate the people, the political body, maintain charitable 
institutions. But there vast number needy and de- 
serving poor who cannot be, least are not, reached such 
institutions, and many for whom should not necessary 
rely them. Here proper field for Church activity. 
But field that she has always more less completely 
occupied, that here she cannot charged with general 
dereliction duty. 

social reform, the narrower sense social and 
moral education the poor and unfortunate classes, includ- 
ing the great cities, the opportunities the 
Church are greater still and therefore, course, her respon- 
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sibility for action greater too. What needed here 
knowledge better ways living, and strong, helpful sym- 
pathy times failure and discouragement. The work is. 
the kind undertaken, and well performed, the so- 
called College, Social, Settlements. These are homes, 
settlements, established the slums great cities for the 
elevation the degraded. The work one which pur- 
pose and method perfect touch with the teachings 
the Founder the Church, and should, therefore, part 
her duty. The work these settlements one the 
most interesting and valuable the forces making for social 
reform. The residents, those who live these settle- 
ments are called, virtually make home for the poor their 
neighborhood, showing them, actual experience it, the 
value more orderly and higher home life than they are 
accustomed to. Reading and debating clubs, boys’ 
men’s clubs, women’s meetings, games, gymnastics, employ- 
ment bureaus, day nurseries, and other features make 
the work these institutions. the kind charity 
that consists, not gifts dollars, but sympathy, advice, 
influence, personal help,—the real application the second 
the two great commandments which hang all the law 
and the prophets. Strangely enough, most the work 
this kind done aside from the churches, independently 
them, and some cases with their active opposition. The 
reason why the churches have held aloof from this work is, 
that not directly religious. There are religious ser- 
vices held the homes. But deny that the work re- 
ligious confuse religious forms with religious spirit, 
insist that worship God consists only prayer and thanks- 
giving and song. What need emphasize Christ 
life,’ the Christ spirit. This can developed without for- 
mal services; and even though religion never 
and services are ever held these homes, yet the devel- 
opment higher physical and moral life would give the 
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Church better ground work for spiritual purposes, and 
justify her undertaking such work herself. 

There are certain special works reform that could 
better carried out connection with such Settlements un- 
der Church control than any other way. This espec- 
ially true temperance and tenement-house reform. The 
former could worked the establishment places 
recreation, amusement, and physical refreshment, connec- 
tion with the Settlements. For, has been often enough 
remarked, what draws men the saloons often less the 
desire for drink than the desire for comfortable and cheer- 
ful place pass the time. 

Tenement-house life could improved such Settle- 
ments because their residents would teach the people more 
efficient use the means their disposal, and would make 
many discontented with the conditions tenement-house 
life the technical sense, that they would shun keep- 
ing their own homes, least, more decent and comfortable. 
the same time opportunity would given for direct ac- 
tion towards the abolition the vicious sweating system. 

Still other lines work which could followed con- 
nection with these Settlements are those aiding fallen 
secure new footing society. good deal has been 
done the Church the former line already, but the 
latter only little. There are many inmates our peniten- 
tiaries who could saved for life usefulness ifon their 
release they were properly cared for and given new start. 
Yet the man who goes prison has but little chance, 
things are, ever again getting his moral feet, 
speak. arrangements society tend push him 
down. But are men and women,” Chicago pa- 
per recently said, who believe person can serve 
the penitentiary, two three terms, and still worth 


saving; that may still become useful the world and en- 
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titled all the blessings his unconvicted fellows 
leged enjoy. This faith has, comparatively, not many 
most active and efficient exponents make 
boast their work; what done the right hand their 
blessed kindness never known the left hand public 

Such work must its nature private, and the se- 
crets those who receive its aid must the keeping 
those whose hearts are warm with love for their fellow-men; 
should therefore committed the churches their 
pastors with means use confidence according their 
judgment. There are some other forms work that will 
suggest themselves capable being carried connec- 
tion with such those mentioned. 

The question now arises, What means has the Church 
her disposal for the performance this work? How shall she 
set about all, not new work for her. 
some extent, some form, she has been doing all through 
her history. The present need for enlargement and sys- 
temization it. The work, most successful, would have 
largely done individual répresentatives the Church, 
whom great financial and moral trust would have 
reposed. will not rely too much organization. 
There too much the churches already; that is, 
there too much machinery and too little real co-operation. 
The growth too much church machinery sure sign 
the decline spirituality. Moreover, the need for indi- 
vidual church-members take active interest such 
matters. Octavia Hill says, spiritual army, however 
pure and powerful, system organization, however per- 
fect, however well administered, can remove the canker from 
the social life country the citizens which hope con- 
tract donations, however liberal, for its reform. 
our justice our employees, our example our friends, 
our kindness our neighbors, our zeal fulfilment 
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citizen duties, our tender personal care those who 
have fallen the way, may long 
years, short, noble, many-sided life—that can root 
out the evils around Yet organization would, course, 
necessary. The thing guarded against the loss 
spirituality and sympathy its prevent 
this the organization would have very loose its reg- 
ulations, and large amount discretion would have 
granted those immediate charge. 
far the field open the Church for action 
such matters influencing public opinion factory legisla- 
tion and politics, she has already all the means necessary 


her work. That kind work can carried every- 

where, both city and country, without special organiza- 
} 

tion. 


The work the Church social reform the narrow 
sense, illustrated the College Settlements, would nec- 
essarily carried the cities, because there that the 
evils treated manifest themselves. This fact points 

the means which the Church, through the separate church 
bodies, should adopt. They could establish Settlements 

the cities, the model those already existence, like 

the Hull House Chicago, and the College Settlement 

New York. 

would not necessary desirable for ministers 

devote themselves the study Sociology and Political 

Economy order carry such plans into effect. fact, 

would not desirable for the ministers this work di- 

rectly all. They will have enough the future, 

the past, caring for the moral and spiritual welfare those 

immediately committed their care. The direct supervision 
and control the work should rather the hands con- 
scientious members the church which establishes the Set- 

tlement; and for them knowledge social science would 

desirable, and some cases necessary, although, after all, the 
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problems presented require usually application com- 
mon sense rather than any technical sociological knowledge. 

view the fact that the special work under discuss- 
ion would done city churches mainly, the financial dif- 
ficulties surely should not great. 

the history the activity the Church has been cor- 
rectly interpreted this paper, clear that much the 
complaint made against the Church without just founda- 
tion. She has sometimes erred, her members have often 
been false, her Master’s spirit has times been apparently 
lost and his teachings forgotten; but the whole, through 
the generations that have gone since her career began, she 
has been true her mission the moral and spiritual sal- 
vation the individual; and does not appear that the final 
redemption the world could brought about any 
other plan. But there are to-day the command the 
Church, for the fulfilment her mission, means which have 
never existed before, new avenues action, new motives 
conduct. neglecting take advantage these, she 
failing her duty her Master, and the bitter attacks that 
are being made her arouse her the situation, they will 
good work for the world and for God. 

conclusion, important again emphasize the 
fact that, after all has been said that can said the du- 
ties and opportunities the Church the field ac- 
tivity, appears that her work only incidental her 
grand main purpose. mission primarily spiritual; 
her chief work must still the promotion spirituality, 
and the moral sweetness, purity, 
and charity, character, aids that end. The 
power the Church for social improvement is, therefore, 
limitless the capability human character for improve- 
ment and the duration the life man earth; the 
direct the other hand, comparatively limited. 
This follows, indeed, from the very nature progress. Pov- 
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erty and wealth are relative terms. wealth 
one generation age condition poverty some 
succeeding one. For progress implies the relative degrada- 
tion, inferiority, some, because not all society can move 
forward with equal rapidity. Hence suffering inevitable, 
and equal contentment, enjoyment, and satisfaction life, 
for all, are impossible until progress shall cease. power, 
then, not even the Church, can eradicate social inferiority 
and consequent suffering, certainly not progressive so- 
ciety. And Professor Franklin Giddings has pointed 
perhaps the most valuable contribution which Chris- 
tianity has made social the emphasis this fact, 
the declarations that shall always have the poor with 
us, and that some are free from, and some bondage to, the 
law. 

follows that the application the Rule” 
cannot solve the social problem, the sense that relative 
social inferiority, degradation, and suffering can made 
the That much, however, imperative 
those who profess obey it, that is, the Church. 
But while relative poverty cannot eradicated, not 
vain hope that social conditions can improved 
secure for all sufficient amount material comforts pre- 
vent actual physical suffering. The possibility the at- 
tainment such makes the duty the Church 
strive for ceaselessly, only means her main 
purpose. 

There are two cautions, however, which the Church 
must observe her action social matters. The first 
that suffering sometimes necessary for the development 
strength character, for the sufferer’s future highest wel- 
fare. such cases the duty the Church not relieve 
the present suffering, but direct for the future good, 
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until that good secured. This matter that requires 
wisdom. 

The second caution which the Church needs observe 
that she must careful not let her charity support 
promote injustice. often the duty the Christian 
sacrifice his own rights for the sake charity towards one 
whose hands suffers injustice; never his duty 
his right sacrifice those another, even for charity’s sake. 
There can true charity that involves injustice. Justice 
must prior, then, charity; and, indeed, equal and 
exact justice were always done, there would great deal 
less occasion for charity, even the widest sense the 
word. The Church has right espouse the cause one 
distress, against some one else, if, the matter under 
dispute, that some one else has been wronged him who 
now suffering. This fact that some who call for 
Church activity social matters too often forget; and they 
consequently fail see that the espousal the Church 
the cause one who being crushed, when his cause 
unjust, would mean the stultification her character, the be- 
lying her duty, and the ruin her influence. Such con- 
siderations these very materially narrow the possible 
sphere Church action social reform. 
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ARTICLE II. 


EVOLUTION AND THE EVANGELICAL SYSTEM 
DOCTRINE. 


INAUGURAL DISCOURSE PROFESSOR BIBLICAL AND SYSTEMATIC 
THEOLOGY THE PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, OAK- 
LAND, CALIFORNIA, FRANK HUGH FOSTER, 
DELIVERED FEBRUARY 24th, 


certain quarters systematic theology the present 
day depreciated. The marvellous development our civili- 
zation the secular sphere has been attended surprising 
discoveries the religious, the detection many histor- 
ical illusions, the perfection various methods theo- 
logical research, and the erection vast edifice ex- 
act theological scholarship such previous age has seen. 
The very richness material, good and bad, which has been 
thus brought before the theological public has embarrassed 
thinkers. Some out timidity have feared could never 
digested, and that the problem systematic theology was 
hopeless one. Others have believed that this that new 
fact had overthrown essential portions the existing sys- 
tems, and have feared that farther investigation would over- 
throw others; and hence they have thought any effort sys- 
tematizing theology present premature. Others have had 
other difficulties which need not detail. Enough that 
many, and some them the most acute and industrious 
minds the present age, the time for the discipline the 
cultivation which have just been set apart, seems either 
have forever passed away, not yet have dawned. 

more profound minds still more profound objection 


systematic theology has arisen. The deepest speculations 
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the present century the realms pure metaphysics and 
the philosophy the natural sciences have combined 
give widely ramified and almost all-embracing theory 
evolution. Things have “evolved,” said, and are still 
evolving. The future lies the lap the present the 
present did that the past; but what will be, im- 
possible for man fully understand, would have been 
ages ago predict the life and thought this closing decade 
the nineteenth century. the last analysis, there 
such thing absolute truth attainable man, and the sys- 
tematic method once for all relinquished behalf 
the historical. falls, thought, the whole legiti- 
macy systematic theology before the better knowledge 
the age, though but knowledge our own limita- 
tions. 

Doubtless the proposal and legitimization the idea 
evolution, development, the thinking our time has 
been one the achievements this century. eminent 
and Christian professor natural science well-known 
college, when recently asked whether taught evolution, 
replied, with considerable hesitation, No, think not;’’ and 
then added, with sudden smile, but teaches 
indicated thus wittily the position which the theory has 
come take the study natural science. the ac- 
cepted hypothesis the day. Not all regard completely 
proved some: not all give the same application 
others, embrace within its scope the origin man, whom 
many evolutionists still regard separate creation; but 
with this limitation that, most candid students natural 
history have settled the question for that present the 
theory shall employed the actual investigation na- 
ture. Nor limited this. There development 
human affairs, laws, institutions, customs. The 
modern histories could not have been written, and cannot 
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understood enjoyed, without idea development. 
New sciences, even new theological sciences, like the His- 
tory Christian Doctrine, and that important branch which 
associated with systematic theology the instruction 
the chair which assume this evening, Biblical Theology, 
have sprung into being the beck theories develop- 
ment embracing their scope the course human ideas 
and the operation divine forces history. And thus, 
true that evolution the deadly enemy the idea 
absolute truth, and that every science which, like systematic 
theology, aims the attainment the truth, destined fall 
before it, then, the general prevalence some conception 
development every branch the present thinking, the 
case for our discipline seems, indeed, desperate enough. 

But not view desperate. The multiplication 
materials does not disturb me, for see therein the possi- 
bility new checks and safeguards against premature gen- 
eralization and consequent error. The explosions old 
delusions not frighten me; let there more! The 
method theology, true, needs modification corre- 
spond more closely with that fruitful induction which has 
given the astonishing triumphs scientific research; and 
here the constructive theologian must remodel and improve 
with unflinching hand. has been too much deductive 
science, too too abstract, must become inductive, 
must conform facts, and ally itself with concrete human 
interests. But with all the shakings and overturnings the 
times, there remain things which not only not, but 
shaken. However the duty modesty respect our 
knowledge divine things emphasized the nature 
the inductive method which adopt, there still realm 
for certainty. The puzzling intricacies the present thought 
are many golden opportunities presented systematic 
theology; and all the bewilderment into which many 
Christian minds have consequently fallen, this time when 


| 


the sifting truth from error, the separation the essential 
and the non-essential, and the exhibition and proof the 
eternal, divine verities our faith, are needed never before, 
and are more promising than ever rich reward the edi- 
fication saints and the conversion the world. 

These are strong statements which cannot demand 
that all shall once accept, and which the drift thought 
and sentiment many quarters, have already myself 
stated, decidedly opposes. The obligation rests upon 
attempt substantiate them, and will therefore invite your 
attention for time the discussion the following theme: 

The effect modern thought, and particularly the 


theory evolution, upon the system doctrine held 


Reformed churches. 

propose discuss under the guidance the general 
conviction that there is, amid all the turbulent seas 
modern thought, unshaken and immovable rock divine 
truth. 

begin with the theory evolution itself. has 
many forms, and held with large modifications and differ- 
ences different naturalists. While the derivation spe- 
cies may considered well made out, the number those 
who the length holding that the mental and even 
the moral nature man are derived from successive mem- 
bers series indefinitely extending backward the earli- 
est living forms, not great. Certainly, systematic theology, 
which the harmonization well-established and authenti- 
cated facts, need not incorporate into its structure any un- 
settled and disputed theories. But even the application 
evolution the explanation the origin man 
twofold nature should finally obtain the consent all com- 
petent judges, even that stormy and threatening sea, 
would seem many, still seem perceive the immov- 
able rock Christian truth lifting its undiminished head. 

The realm Christian truth lies, fact, far above the 
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region which evolutionary theories the origin man 
have their place. Not what the origin the peculiarities 
human nature, but what their character now that they 
have originated, and how far they conform the actual re- 
lations the universe which stand, the interesting 
question. The conscience may possibly have slowly devel- 
oped out primal instincts which were all resolvable into 
that self-preservation; but does conscience now assert 
the universal obligation benevolence, and does there 
speak with the authority the Author nature? The case 
not different from that question the validity 
human sight. The eye may have slowly developed from the 
sensitive spot upon the skin blind fish what-not, 
which pulsations light called forth peculiar sensations; 
but what want know now is, whether the world which, 
all the perfection which has attained the human spe- 
cies, finally sees, actual fact such perceives. This 
question evolution can never answer. Whatever answer 
made can never disputed evolution. lies en- 
tirely above evolution, the realm where shadows cast 
thereby can darken the heart man. 

The same true with questions which gather about the 
personality man. How developed into what is, 
how and when sense freedom and responsibility dawned 
upon him, question for the answer which evolution 
may interrogated; but that aperson, with free will, 
and with its attendant powers and consequences, stands 
indisputable after evolution has finished its work before 
began it. 

But approach deeper topic when ask the question: 
Does not evolution attack, and with its own triumph would 
not finally destroy, the possibility the supernatural? 
appears many; but here, again, compelled dissent. 
may first seem that evolution true theory the 
universe, God has confined himself his dealings with the 
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world the most absolutely natural forces distinction 
from the supernatural. has wrapped the potentiality 
all organic beings the first particle living matter, and 
that new force, having once begun its course, has under the 
influence its environment generated the entire series with- 
out his interference. But let again leap over all the in- 
tervening steps the end. will not stop discuss, 
with the evolutionists themselves, whether there are not 
various crises history new and distinct divine impulses 
imparted the developing series, as, for example, the impar- 
tation man soul. But the end, when all has been 
done, what the man isa person. Now, 
anything essential the idea evolution, that the 
product should exactly suited its environment, for 
were affirm any lack correspondence between them, 
our theory would meet with the assertion that different 
product must then have been evolved. And hence fol- 
lows, higher generalization from the theory evolu- 
tion, that has finally been evolved, will 
treated person, put under moral government, and, 
falls into sin, the object influences adapted his spir- 
itual restoration. But this the supernatural, which for our 
present purposes may defined the divine activity 
adapted redemption. 

might thus multiply instances; but enough has al- 
ready been said open the suggestion that the ten- 
dency the present day towards evolutionary modes 
thought has not attacked the great underlying ideas 
Christianity, and not likely so. is, thus, 
not the irreconcilable foe the fundamental truths the 
Christian system has often been supposed be. But the 
truth demands that should make still more favorable 
statement than this. The theory evolution has been al- 
ready essential service theology. has prepared the 
way for larger views the government God, his provi- 
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dence, and his methods, The divine plan for the world 
and for man has received new illumination. But particularly, 
evolution has banished conception God which was prev- 
alent our thinking, inheritance from the period the 
controversy with the deists, which God was separated 
unpassed gulf from his creation, and the creature brought 
into all but complete independence him. Evolution speaks 
development and theology now 
speaks immanent God, whose all the activity which 
appears the world, who, the words the apostle, 
not far from every one us,” whom “we live, and move, 
and have our 

From this general view evolution pass now one 
its results within the ideal realm which attracting the 
present moment large degree attention. Systematic 
theology, conceive it, the effort the consistent and 
thorough application the inductive method, furnish 
orderly arrangement and sufficient explanation the great 
facts pertaining God and man their mutual relations. 
With this conception, since induction proceeds from ascer- 
tained facts general principles, evidently the question 
supreme importance theology is: What are the facts upon 
which the system built? What are they with all exact- 
ness and minuteness? And thus the preliminary investiga- 
tion the facts, which has natural science wrought 
great wonders correcting errors and bringing the suc- 
cesses which that department study has achieved, has be- 
come theology also, the first importance. 

Now, the examination facts criticism, and hence 
the modern spirit has brought criticism into the realm 
theology. 

some forms criticism one has any objection. 
When Luther stood conflict with Eck Leipzig, the 
Catholic champion had him advantage, and fairly drove 
him off from the ground the Latin Church upon that 
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the Greek, because the pseudo-Isidorian decretals, which Eck 
quoted and which Luther accepted, being the production 
hierarchic age, favored the papacy. was the critical 
work the Magdeburg centuriators, those earliest church 
historians Protestantism, forerunners goodly host, 
which demonstrated the forgery the decretals, and wrested 
powerful argument out the hands For 
them none have anything but thanks. Since their time the 
critical method has been constantly employed, but doubtless 
has reached its perfection our own day. Not dwell 
upon other and less interesting forms which displays 
itself, now applied the text the Bible, and 
present attracting the greatest attention its application 
even the age, authorship, and integrity the sacred 
books. Has legitimate application here? 

Amid the echoes the loud contests the present 
day, the privilege this Congregational seminary, un- 
der its characteristic liberty, and its historical place the 
development Christian thought, reply with serenity and 
composure: Yes; biblical criticism legitimate branch 
inquiry, and right criticism has right be! 

may well pause long enough remark, that 
biblical criticism old the Christian church, not older. 
Whatever may betrue the formation ofthe Old Testa- 
ment canon, certainly true that the New Testament 
canon was formed critical processes, with all the light 
which the wisdom the times could shed. The Gnostics 
rejected certain books for reasons, and the church 
defended them historical arguments: the church itself long 
questioned others which ultimately accepted, like Second 
Peter, and accepted others which subsequently rejected, 
like the Epistle Barnabas. Both Luther and Calvin raised 
the question again the period the Protestant Reforma- 
tion; and when raised our own day, with fuller knowl- 
edge the past, and with sounder general methods his- 
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done, what will the necessary limitations the criti- 
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torical research, legitimate ever was. Just 
long the criticism effort upon the basis sound 
methods arrive the actual facts the age and com- 
position the books the Bible, that may formulate 
the employment ascertained and actual facts, our theories 
the nature, extent, and significance revelation and 
inspiration, long doing indispensable work, and 
not only the privilege but the duty constructive theology 
recognize its legitimacy and employ its assured results. 

But when thoroughly understood, biblical criticism, 
the work even some our evanyelical crit- 
ics, involves the most fundamental questions. mere 
linguistic process. deals also with ideas, with the reli- 
gious ideas the Hebrew nation, and views them devel- 
oping under the same great laws have governed the de- 
velopment the doctrines the Christian church since the 
apostolic era, except that the idea positive revelation, 
distinct and repeated separate divine impacts upon the Jew- 
ish mind, retained. The sacred books, particular, would 
seem then have been committed the stream events 
other books, such lofty pretensions, have been 
committed. brought again into that tur- 
bulent sea which some fear that all Christian truth 
disappear, but from which for one, seem see the im- 
moveable rock still raising its head aloft. 

Now, while upon the one hand maintain the right, 
nay, the necessity biblical criticism, the other view 
its work yet very incomplete. not the place sys- 
tematic theology incorporate within itself the immature, 
and will long before the criticism will mature. More 
than one evangelical scholar, and more than one school 
theologians will have labor upon the problem before re- 
sults which deserve employed they were perma- 
nent, are attained. Still, when all has been done that can 
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cism? What the height upon the solid rock beyond which 
the sea will never able toss its 

reply that the single idea the sacred record which 
need retain, and which from the nature the case no. 
criticism can ever impair, the idea revelation. That 
idea is, essence, the idea the supernatural, which, as. 
have already seen, the theory evolution other forms 
cannot touch, and which cannot touch this. This idea 
rests upon historical fact, upon the marvel the idea 
monotheism that single people Israel while all the rest 
the world rolled the filth polytheistic worship; and 
rests, even more entirely, upon the witness the Spirit 
God the heart the believer. can never shaken 
removing the time when the Pentateuch was written from 
the desert pilgrimage the age David that the 
Exile. Evolutionary theories about the growth the ritual 
system Israel, about temples and priests 
can never touch it. And when once given, since, upon 
any theory the documents, monotheism found the 
earliest the Jewish records, this idea revelation domi-. 
nates all the development and gives the two important asso- 
ciated ideas, that God was the history Israel, and that 
planned redemption through Jesus Christ from the begin- 
ning the apostacy man. That the and what 
can criticism with 

succession where large and luminous teaching has made 
easy for thus put myself complete sympathy with 
the demands the day. predecessor, the first professor 
systematic theology this seminary and its present hon- 
ored and beloved head, shared with myself the privilege 
instruction him who still deserves and will long hold the 
title par excellence the theologian Andover. shall vio- 
late confidence when quote Professor Park’s definition 
inspiration heard his class-room, since published 
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him. This it: inspiration the Bible denotes such 
divine influence the minds the sacred writers caused 
them teach the best possible manner whatever they in- 
tended teach and especially communicate religious 
truth without any error either the religious doctrine the 
religious The emphasis here, should 
spiritual theology, upon the religious element the 
Bible; and whatever may true other elements sound 
criticism may reveal it, already provided for the broad 
scope that which unessential the great purpose the 
book. this hospitable attitude investigation and the 
results thereof, this seminary has stood now these twenty 
years and more. And this attitude will abide. 

already evident, doubt, that the things which 
believe are not shaken and cannot be, belong chiefly the 
innermost circle spiritual truths. not particularly 
concerned whether this theological theory that suffers 
loss. Theories are fact made serve the day which 
they are set forth, and their natural fate time 
found defective false. Our enlarging knowledge facts 
ought bring modifications our theories. not con- 
cerned particularly about even the theory inspiration, im- 
portant conceive be, when know that divine rev- 
elation vouched for considerations that can never in- 
validated. 

But how Christians arrive these innermost truths 
their religion? They derive them from the Bible—true, 
but what process? They are taught them their spir- 
itual parents, the previous Christian generations—true, 
but with what authority? They find them attested rea- 
son—true, but how does reason impart her decisions? 
what way are faiths opened the mind the church which 
the eye the common mind often remain completely in- 
through the new eye which the Christian has, 
his illuminated spirit; and acquires the rock-like 
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certainty which attains because studies the truth with 
divine sympathy, becausé approaches not from the 
outside something with which has vital connection, 
but from within, the native studies the institutions his 
mother country. 

Within strictly Christian circles our own day, one 
the most striking and encouraging things the tendency 
lay more stress upon the divine character that progressive 
teaching which the church has received, and study the 
truth more sympathetically, and more from within the circle 
belief and common Christian life. may speak, the 
church beginning respect itself, and think that has 
vast mass genuine knowledge which not called upon 
hold let fall the nod speculative metaphysics. 
Theologians are beginning say good deal about the 
or, prefer call it, Christian 
experience. The evident promise this tendency pro- 
duce more living theology, one less scholastic and more 
immediately contact with the heart the church. 

But when begin deal with Christian experience, 
find ourselves somewhat loss. The matter our in- 
vestigation seems likely evaporate under our hands. And 
then find ourselves the region, and fact the 
fountain-head, all the fanaticism which has from time im- 
memorial plagued the church. The voice genuine Chris- 
tian experience may valuable, can only get it, 
but how are effect this desirable object? 

For the answer this question are referred, 
actual fact, that new phase thought which has wrought 
much alarm among many undiscerning Christians. The 
theory evolution, the broadest sense that word, has 
created for new interpreter the experience the 
church, the science the history Christian doctrine. The 
various opinions held the Christian church have been 
many and apparently conflicting, that the impression 
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been left upon the careless observer that all chaos, every- 
thing dispute, and nothing known. But evolution has 
brought order out confusion, marked out 
course development, distinguished between the essential 
and the non-essential, the nascent and the mature, the voice 
the individual and the voice the church, and has thus 
enabled employ the history doctrine one our 
most efficient allies the defence, and one our most in- 
structive teachers the unfolding, Christian truth. 

Historically, true, the earliest the great modern 
historians doctrine got their leading conceptions meth- 
from the transcendental evolutionist, Hegel. Thomasius, 
who remains the present day one the most instructive, 
not the most instructive, masters this discipline, bris- 
tles with such phrases antithesis,” 
and often sacrifices some- 
thing objectivity his categories. The latest and most 
brilliant, Harnack, goes the other extreme, and applies 
Christian doctrine the ultra-physical method, reducing 

thereby the same condition into which Spencer brings the 
conscience, and with little promise general credence. 
But the hands these masters, even worst form, the 
discipline has the edifice Christian doctrine, 
which like compare great cathedral, rising through 
the centuries from one original plan, perfect unit, poem 
stone, binding the ages into community labor, sympa- 
thy, and achievement. 

History tests doctrines their power survival. 
doctrine evolved the heat great controversy. Has 
anything more than the adaptation which exhibits 
passing phase thought? The dogmatician, 
course, knows, for tests things their essences. But 
the historian waits see. And when the doctrine 
again under dissimilar circumstances, when emerges the 
result another conflict another kind, when succes- 


sively re-appears the one persistent answer the same 
kind question various ages, then the historian begins 
see the divine teaching. Equally instructive his- 
tory that which does not survive; for when the histo- 
rian finds doctrine rejected, Arianism was, for example, 
because did not harmonize with those elements doc- 
trine which have entered into the rising cathedral doctrine 
indispensable elements its structure, knows that 
never likely find any subsequent time when more 
readily assimilable. The history has grown forever away 
from it. 

But history renders its chief service constructive the- 
ology performing the office already hinted at, 
ing Christian experience. The voice the individual thinker 
any age the church not difficult disentangle 
from the babel surrounding tumult, but what has 
instruction? The question may receive but doubtful 
answer. What the individual thinks, depends upon great 
variety considerations, many them quite personal and 
some them erratic. But what says the church? What 
the great body believers who have come any question 
under many diversities age and race and epoch and 
geographical location and environment and education and 
providential position? Surely the multitude such 
answer this inquiry. The church has now and then met 
solemn council for the common determination the ele- 
ments the common faith, Nice and Chalcedon. Sep- 
arate bodies under different circumstances have met give 
each for itself comprehensive statement the things which 
were commonly believed communions large and diverse 
enough have representative authority, the French 
Paris 1559, the Protestants Augsburg 1530, the En- 
glish divines Westminster 1643. Certain great writers 
have obtained general currency the church because they 
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happily voiced her common judgment. Thus the church 
has spoken, and marvellous and unconscious movement 
through the ages she has been building thus before the 
eyes the whole world consistent body divine teaching 
which has this common consent argument, important 
argument, though not infallible final one, for its truth. 

But have not here again field where the develop- 
ment method destined undermine the entire edifice 
Christian theology, and leave the theologian last nothing 
do, since leaves him nothing which operate? 
Will not the system Christian doctrine, has 
shown be, like other systems ofhuman thought, 
the monstrous result conglomerations truth and error? 
Will not mingle the traditions the teaching Jesus 
with the philosophies men? And will not seen that 
the Christian creeds bear the marks the ignorance their 
framers, who mistook the imaginations their uninstructed 
times for the meaning the divine teacher? 

History has been used, but already evident, 
think, that the effort like that reduce the human con- 
science form the instinct self-preservation. fails 
and always will fail because destitute the organ 
vision which the spiritual unity and essential agreement 
the Christian ages evident. the true Christian be- 
liever there kinship spirit between himself and the 
fathers the Christian church even the earliest genera- 
tions, which able interpret them with confidence 
that reaches their real meaning. And passes down 
through the centuries, finds great body thought de- 
veloping with which still accord; till the consensus 
the church the acceptance certain great fundamental 
truths, such the trinity, the perfect humanity and perfect 
deity Christ, who possessed two natures the unity 
one person, the fall and condition man, the atone- 
ment, the regeneration believers the Holy Spirit, justi- 
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fication faith, sanctification, and the final judgment, con- 
stitutes argument for them, which, far from being over- 
thrown naturalistic evolution, rests upon and con- 
firmed that evolution which seen actually have 
brought about this harmony. Again the rock, the rock 
God the midst the seas whirling human opinions, the 
rock which God, the incarnate God, abides the ref- 
uge every sinner and the hiding-place from every tempest. 

have thus followed modern thought through 
some its applications the problems the science 
systematic theology, and have discovered two things,—first, 
that has power destroy the fundamental Christian 
doctrines, and-secondly, that even suspected evolution the 
source whence some the most instructive forms modern 
theological study have sprung. has given the church 
the new discipline the history doctrine, the uses 
which have been briefly reviewed. But given 
the discipline biblical theology, which few words must 

Biblical theology trace the sacred canon 
the Old and New Testaments the ever more clearly un- 
folding conception divine truth. groups these writings 
according their affinities thought, and finds from 
group group progress idea quite similar to, and 
the same time quite different from, that perceived the 
progress doctrine the subsequent history the church. 
Like every other department theological study, has been 
seized upon the advocates materialistic and natural- 
istic schemes the universe. They would make display, 
supposed exhibitions the innermost mental processes 
which the principal Christian doctrines took their present 
biblical forms, their gradual and illegitimate construction. 
The battle between the rationalists and evangelicals this 
discipline just this the issue again the pos- 
sibility and the actuality the supernatural. battle 
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which sober common sense and objective interpretation 
are irresistibly carrying the day for the supernatural and 
the Christian. 

But when all such questions have been settled and when 
clear that the progress the New Testament one 
understanding revelation, which itself progressive be- 
must conformable the capacity man, the 
new discipline, legitimate department theological in- 
quiry, has much offer us, and much help particular for 
the constructive theologian. The great difficulty theology, 
already illustrated sufficiently, protect the facts upon 
which built from misconception under the influence 
‘dominating ideas. particular, when the theologian comes 
the Bible, danger seizing upon verbal and ap- 
parent resemblances his ideas isolated texts Scrip- 
ture the neglect the real meaning they convey. was 
great step advance when the general course thought 
whole passage was seen the frame into which the 
individual verse fitted and which was understood. 
the course which his mind then known taking. This 
gave the law that interpretation according the 
‘context. And now biblical theology enlarges the field 
inquiry studying minutely and separately the system 
thought lying the mind each writer. Not alone what 
thinking the moment when writes given verse, 
but what his habitual methods thought, points outlook, 
and great aims are, shall decide for his meaning the 
under examination. Does view Christ predomi- 
nantly the ascended king, the teacher Galilee, 
the incarnation the word through whose robe flesh 
there are constantly shining forth the manifestations the 
divine nature? Such questions are asked; and 
evident that their answer will greatly assist the investigator 
his interpretation the divine word. 


1893.] System Doctrine. 425 


the higher ranges the work constructive theol- 
ogy, when now not the meaning texts, but the significance 
and weight doctrines are considered, and when the prob- 
lem gain the general form which the truth 
borne the thinking our age, here pre-eminently biblical 
theology value. The office which church history 
renders for the confused mass conflicting views which the 
Christian ages present, biblical theology renders where all 
unmingled truth, and every change form not the token 
possible error but the signal new and fruitful forms 
the one imperishable and unalterable truth. see the 
doctrines different forms, but all alike true. study 
them the simplicity which they are presented the ac- 
counts given the synoptists the preaching our Lord, 
and they have the naturalness and purity the sunlight. 
see them they glow under the fervor apostolic ex- 
hortation, they take upon them the azure Heaven’s 
own depths the reminiscences the beloved disciple. 
But this surpassing brilliance from the refraction which 
truth has undergone when passing through the media 
special individualities under special circumstances; and these 
rays diamond hue unite again perfect harmony the 
general impression the Scriptures the unchanged white 
light truth. Our minds have been enriched the spec- 
tacle diversity harmony, the essential has been distin- 
guished for from the unessential, the more formal from 
the intuitive, and gain greater knowledge sitting 
the feet many later teachers the church rather than 
feet any one however learned, Matthew, James, Paul, 
and John lead more perfectly Christ than any one 
them alone could do. 

Doubtless there danger here, and biblical theolo- 
gians, especially the employment which has been made 
ideas further the higher criticism, have sometimes 
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seemed assume that one writer could have but one con- 
ception given truth, even when the other was supple- 
mentary and logically involved it. Narrow views 
may get into the broadest sciences. But when all necessary 
precautions have been taken, biblical theology promises the 
most fruitful results for constructive theology, and deserves 
ranked highest among the sciences which furnish the 
materials for the final and noblest work the theologian, the 
determination what finally the truth, the form uni- 
versally valid statement and closest adaptation the needs 
the day. the five canons interpretation, lexical, 
grammatical, contextual, historical, and analogical, she has 
added another, inserted the series after 
that the personal, the systematic, the element derived 
from the personal system mental horizon the writer 
studied. the safeguards against error afforded the in- 
terchange views the universal church and the his- 
torical elimination erroneous elements, she has added that 
afforded the comparison harmonious differences, 
equally valid forms one unmodified truth, and the con- 
templation field where there nothing but 
learn. 

Such, then, are some the reasons why not, for 
part, despair systematic theology. There great 
ferment thought our own day, but itis ferment which 
calls for the clarifying work the systematic thinker. 
new style thinking has come in, which yet imma- 
ture; but the world will always have new forms thought, 
and will never attain this side the great river final and 
settled conviction upon those subjects which are the proper 
object the investigation abstract philosophy. all these 
respects our day differs from other that has been shall 
the history the world. Confusion mind alone 
threat truth. there such threat our day 
conveyed the supposed tendency modern thought 
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disprove the supernatural, the idea upon which the Chris- 
tian religion rests. Into this subject have therefore felt 
called upon with great thoroughness the present 
occasion would permit; and have seen, with some clear- 
ness, hope, that the truth still unaffected its vital cen- 
tres after all that evolution has offer granted. 

But there not much more than thistosay? The no- 
blest occupation man the pursuit truth. Even 
hopeless pursuit, noble its effects upon the soul 
him who performs it. But when man pursues gain, 
longer mere gymnastic, the reception nutriment 
which assimilation with the soul will give growth and 
health. truth without this effect. The boundless 
scope the powers man take the microscopic animal- 
cule and the dazzling and the tremendous orb day, 
Every fact appealing the intellect nutrition for the in- 
tellect. But there are higher than those 
which such branches natural history mathematics ap- 
peal. The moral faculties are higher than the merely log- 
ical, and the knowledge duty and God loftier and 
more full spiritual food than that the material universe 
except this also the handiwork and the revelation 
God. this loftiest knowledge, after the most essen- 
tial food can seek, the mind irresistibly tends. Impelled 
such tendency, even the savage worships, though igno- 
rantly. The philosopher and the sage worship with loftier 
and the same time with profounder feeling, they stand 
higher the scale being. Thus the first intellectual ac- 
tivity thinking man directed these themes, and when 
his mind has outrun the utmost stretch the imagination 
the savage, when has surrounded himself with the won- 
ders material science, with the literary monuments 
ages, when has gone through with countless detailed in- 
vestigations nature and history, still finds himself 
contemplating with fresh interest the meaning the mate- 
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rial universe, the eternal elements the changing thought 
man, the ultimate basis mind and matter God, and 
the question personal relation him. supposition 
which shall account though unintelligibly for the 
facts the universe, satisfies him. may call the un- 
knowable, but will begin immediately define one 
way another. And driven uncontrollable tendency 
his mind presses unsatisfied till last finds 
the conviction personal God and the belief and the 
experience personal relations him, that truth, lofty and 
yet his own, which brings intellectual and moral satisfaction 
his deepest necessities. 

this pursuit that systematic theology dedi- 
cated. Its problem find the truth these highest 
things—not partial truth, not truth relative doubtful 
validity, not truth abstract and with personal reference 
the undying needs throbbing human souls, but ultimate 
truth, complete truth, unchangeable and certain truth, which 
shall enter into the moral nature man and which 
shall himself become partaker the divine nature. 
can never become superfluous, for then the heart and vital 
centre man must pause and expire burst unutter- 
able pain: can never utterly fail, and shall with the 
progress the ages become ever more successful, for pro- 
ceeds forth from the divinest elements the soul man 
and finds its counterpart the going forth the very es- 
sence the Godhead, his active love for man, which shall 
enter into man and shall last fill him with all the fulness 
God. 
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ARTICLE III. 


CONGREGATIONALISM RELATION SCHOOLS 
AND BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES. 


THE REV. CHARLES RICE, DANVERS, MASSACHUSETTS. 


EVERY Christian person has some thought doing 
good his fellow-men, and helping set the king- 
dom God the world. begins naturally with those 
nearest him, his own home and neighborhood, and does 
for them what individual work, largely; yet 
not carried separation from all social agencies and 
organizations. household from the first, and 
the midst the established relations neighborly life. His 


Christian feelings and activities run these channels. 


Christian child, brother, father, and good Christian 
neighbor. And finds any one else with like purpose 
trying some good, falls with him and they work 
together. These are the first natural and Christian associa- 
tions life. Through this sympathetic purpose Christian 
neighbors join together make engagement fellow- 
ship the public worship God, and such matters 
helpfulness toward each other and good-will other men 
may managed most effectively through association 
that regularly ordered and permanent. This church, 
group neighborly men steadily helping each other and 
helping other men the things the kingdom God. 
one can draw lines marking off with perfect precision 
these several departments individual, household, neigh- 
borly, and church activity. Some general divisions can 
traced, and beyond that not necessary know where 
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all these bounds should drawn. They often overlap each 
other, and are blended together. the clearest sight they 
are not like the lines surveyor’s chart, but rather like 
the colorings and shadings natural landscape. the 
fundamental associations life are their proper nature 
supple and vital and free, and not hard and mechanical. 
Christian man conducts himself them good feeling and 
good sense both together. forms habits and follows 
rules ends constant effectiveness and ease. loves 
God and his fellow-men, and learns exercise his love all 
ready and practical and sensible ways. buys coats and 
shoes for his boys, and speaks with the school children 
the street, and talks with the young men their plans 
life. meeting can, and pays his pew 
rent cheerfully, and helps form improvement society, and 
calls neighbor’s house where the old family changing 
and the evenings are growing lonely. sits his 
own fireside what can, and keeps kindly temper every- 
where. And most cases does not mind know 
friend, man. takes his place alone, with 
others, freely and readily and steadily, and with constant 
good will and all the good sense can muster. This free, 
regular, hearty, practical, and sensible neighborly life 
model many things for all the associated activity the 
world. 

The primal relations civil life are entered upon 
free country somewhat the same manner. There the 
important difference that the observance certain fixed 
regulations made compulsory—it having been found nec- 
essary with respect the public good that this should 
done. But the choice the Christian man would itself 
carry him, for the most part, the same results. some 
lines carries him further: the voting money for 


charities and for schools beyond, ordinarily, what the laws 
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strictly demand. many cases civil life man does not 
meaning act manner befitting both. And besides, 
the boundary lines between the fields public and indi- 
vidual interest and action are many points vague and in- 
determinate: and they are subject continual change, 
slowly swiftly, pressure one way the other. And 
the agitation all along these borders our time peculiarly 
lively, with range uncertainties thought correspond- 
ingly large. Thus these public affairs there wide 
scope freedom, and constant call for neighborly and 
Christian feeling exercised with considerate judgment 
and practical good sense. 

The church itself, formed this good Congregational 
neighborhood has wish show what Christian good will 
can people living round about, near far off. The 
church conducts itself Christian man does—being able 
the same time some things that one man alone can 
not. looks out into other neighborhoods. holds out 
its hand other churches, and gives grateful recognition 
the common purpose and spirit them. offers them help 
their local work they need it: joins itself with them 
helping others. sees man busied with some needful 
charity and gives him help carrying on. finds 
group men supporting teachers and preachers more 
distant region, and the church sends them money help 
maintain those that go. despatches some its own 
members, can, with the others. learns that 
another company men starting school train 
Christian teachers and preachers, and the church helps main- 
tain the school. The church gets knowledge all these 
things whatever ways can, through its official agents 
any its members. And puts whatever help has 
give wherever the need seems greatest and the prospect 
most promising. does its good work itself com- 
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pany with other churches other groups men, appears 
most wise. ready alone, and ready with 
any one else. free itself and companionable 
others, both once. And allows with others all free- 
dom, and welcomes all companionship. have neigh- 
borhood churches each behaving good Christian man 
does among his neighbors. And this Congregationalism. 

The Congregational order things natural and com- 
fortable, and the end effective. not formidable 
look at, but agreeable connected with. not 
manageable one stroke individual will; but per- 
suadable forces general reason. has freedom. 
stirs enterprise and builds capacity. exercises and 
strengthens individual judgment. listens all counsels, 
invites all fellowship, and yields itself every hopeful 
purpose. Congregationalism not mechanical, but 
lively. teachable and tractable. pliable towards 
circumstances. responsive openings and opportuni- 
ties. fits itself the occasions life, the tides the 
channels the shore, and answers the tides the pow- 
ers heaven. 

This movement Christian life with the churches goes 
thus everywhere with play freedom and drawing 
sympathy, both together. Each church independent. 
church careless respecting its surrounding sister churches. 
None indifferent plans associated enterprise fur- 
therance the kingdom God, anywhere within the reach 
its activities. The co-ordination these two powers 
freedom and fellowship distinctive Congregationalism. 
But exact lines division cannot drawn here either, 
they cannot anywhere else all the field associated 
human life. certain precedency belongs the indepen- 
dence the local church, the freedom the individu- 
man. The determining agency with the individual. 


the attractions motive and the enforcements duty 


if 
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run abroad into the social state. terms may 
said that matters common interest any church should 
yield much the judgment desire the churches round 
about it, and should slow withdraw grounds its 
own from the neighborly alliance; and the other side any 
body group churches should allow great freedom 
action each particular church, and should slow re- 
gard its decisions any case respecting itself making 
total breach the tie fellowship. Many specifications 
might safely made; but the attempt cover every occa- 
sion exact and decisive statements would not wise 
safe, and would not practicable. 

Besides, Congregationalism, whatever exactly 
does not remain exactly the same age after age, nor 
scarcely year year. There nothing that sort 
that does. There not wide public system pub- 
lic organization any variety whatever the face 
the whole earth that does not undergo material, prac- 
tical changes with the passing time—or certainly there 
none any enlightened land. Systems differ organic 
capacity for change. Congregationalism able admit 
with unusual freedom, and without harm its essential 
principles. This both mark its fitness for use en- 
lightened and progressive men, and product its actual 
use them. But this perpetual flux all human direc- 
tions, the nature things and its own nature, Con- 
gregationalism cannot treated and pronounced upon 
were any point totally motionless and stiff. 

And now some clear practical inferences are hand. 
must not stand against all change. Our polity capa- 
ble variation, happily, fit the large, elastic connections 
human society, and follow the leadings time the 
providence God. The new ways may better than the 
old. But then too they may not be. must not 
and headstrong pushing for new things. 
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The same conditions flexibility put this caution upon us. 
have come thus far path not everywhere unbend- 
ing, over country not all plain. cannot take 
one look straight backward and then run the line our 
compass sights straight forward. And more either can 
lay off any exact angle curve, one way the other, 
and sure once that have the precise direction. This 
far unreasonable the other. The ground about 
must looked over. The long, main directions must 
kept mind. And then must find the best way can. 
good Congregationalist cautious and patient and hope- 
ful and teachable all once. does not much 
violent and stubborn and decisive and instantaneous certain- 
ties. puts first the good feeling which the basis 
all Christian living and which needs the most all men 
because can use most. And then means take 
counsel his common sense. These habits his may not 
carry him surely along over any one narrow road, but they 


‘will lead through beautiful country and safe paths. 


With respect its schools, Congregationalism has sup- 
ported them thus far, for the most part, through the agency 
distinct companies men organized and legally incorpo- 
rated for the purpose. Comparatively few our colleges 
and theological seminaries have been founded are now 
maintained direct act the churches moving together 
that end. Saving certain distinctively missionary and 
scarcely Congregational fields, the South and Southwest, 
one them has been founded and maintained 
action all the churches throughout the country. most 
cases few quick-minded and large-hearted men, ministers 
and laymen, have seen the need such institution 
some locality, and hold the work and built it. 
They have done often great cost themselves. They 


have made known their undertaking more less widely 
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others, and have drawn themselves what help they might 
from generous men and from the churches large. For 
considerable period years there has been effort fur- 
nish aid more systematically and abundantly the founding 
schools special societies established for that purpose, 
which more will soon said. And these societies are 
now very properly requiring that all schools newly set 
shall have the some local association the 
churches the necessity their existence and the qual- 
ity their management, before they shall receive this kind 
assistance. But this action the churches has far 
been usually secondary and always local. Passing back, 
indeed, early times, find the first college the country 
founded directly what might called organic act 
the churches through the Company the Massachusetts 
Bay. But that peculiar ordering church and state rela- 
tions, judged the time most wise, but scarcely 
regarded Congregational, has happily passed away. And 
Harvard College not now controlled after any very direct 
and powerful fashion the Congregational churches. 
Taken thus whole, our schools are managed 
separate groups men who have some manner assumed 
the work for themselves: who have been appointed 
through others who have assumed the business before 
them. They are mostly close corporations. Notwithstand- 
ing this heinous name they have prospered fairly and have 
done their work well. Letting the name not easy 
see wherein this general plan can much improved upon. 
has freedom begin with. calls out individual benev- 
olence, activity, and capacity. admits the easy associa- 
tion like-minded men together: and brings out the help 
churches and individuals from over large districts. 
does not accomplish this last altogether adequately yet, 
there reason why may not, and there are hopeful 
signs that will. The schools themselves, too, are left, un- 
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hampered any general mechanism, their work each 
its own way. This the whole best. One may attain 
one variety excellence, another another. one 
may have one defect, and the rest may escape it. Persons 
may choose between them according their own thought 
which preferred. Merit any kind and fail- 
ure have reward punishment the giving withholding 
money men according, least, whatever wisdom 
our Congregational community may possess. Theological 
differences can expressed less sharply, more easily 
any rate and probably more safely, than they could under 
any more direct and general and more closely compacted 
method organization and management involving all the 
churches. man fears contaminated virulent 
orthodoxy Hartford, may have hope escape the in- 
fection Andover. His soul may have more rest. The 
fires controversy are scattered many furnaces, and are 
not all blazing under single boiler—and the boiler planted 
beneath the central floors our Congregational dwelling- 
house. 

Our schools, fact, now ordered give such satisfac- 
tion that there general demand, nor scarcely any de- 
mand all, for any change the basis their government. 
there here and there some discontent, rests other 
grounds, and has not taken the form any desire that 
the schools should managed directly all the churches, 
any majority them. 

clear too that the churches themselves are losing 
nothing any importance through this detached and inde- 
pendent order school control. get such teachers 
and pastors they like—if their eyes are opened know 
them. well enough that the churches 
expected able open their eyes. comparisons 
are made, there other denomination with more con- 


solidated organization, nor any other all, that can bring 
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forward its roll educational institutions more full and 
splendid than ours. There sign failure special 
weakness our methods this great line Christian ser- 
vice. considered also that all that Christian 
men are called upon through any variety wide 
association together there nothing more important than 
this work through the schools. And when think how 
effectively the whole they have fulfilled their office, and 
without much assistance from any general organization di- 
rectly the churches, must taken signal evidence 
the strength these distinctive forces Christian free- 
dom and Christian friendliness upon which our Congrega- 
tionalism mainly rests. The schools were not set out with 
measurings and markings head gardener, nor trimmed 
all one pattern. They are great trees whose seeds the 
winds sowed, and which have grown because the soil was 
good, and because they have felt the rains and sunshine. 


Concerning our benevolent societies nearly the same 
things may said. These societies furnish some aid the 
schools themselves, has been observed already. They 
give measure assistance directly the young men en- 
gaged study. They assist sending out and supporting, 
either home abroad, the preachers and teachers trained 
the schools. And they also render aid supplying 
books and papers where they are needed, and furnishing 
helps biblical studies. They carry general mis- 
sionary work behalf the churches our own country 
and other lands. 

These societies have had their origin through individu- 
promptings and the moving groups men drawn 
together purpose. one case early steps were 
taken through the agency association ministers 
single State. Not one them was formed any direct 
combined action the churches; nor any ecclesiastical 
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organization, any representative body standing distinc- 
tively for the churches. considerable amount benevo- 
lent work has been done upon our Congregational field 
through the distribution Bibles, books, and tracts so- 
cieties not formed controlled even much within the 
limits our denomination. But those which are ours, 
they have sprung and grown thus far chiefly our own 
Congregational ways liberty and friendly co-operation. 
They have set out upon their work with such means they 
could gather, and others, churches and benevolent men, have 
seen what they were doing and have come their help with 
approval and counsels and gifts. 

the main they have done their work effectively. 
Upon foreign lands, assuredly, other American churches 
have accomplished more, comparison. the Southern 
field the same must certainly true. There has been one 
most serious misfortune error, which all deplore, 
the missing the hold should have gotten New York 
and the newer States beyond the years when the New 
England emigration was pouring out uponthem. The elas- 
tic habit Congregational thinking took, for time, too far 
with many the misguided direction indifferentism concern- 
ing all ecclesiastical forms. And men who felt themselves 
free they pleased walked their own accord through 
the gates into the walled and more strait enclosures the 
Presbyterian Church. Other causes contributed the same 
result. And there was one underlying condition the times 
New England, the significance which this connection 
has not been thought enough. The development Uni- 
tarianism began during these critical years the first great 
movement population westward. The churches were dis- 
severed, many them, chilled, distracted, and disheart- 
ened, and they had less strength spirit for pushing their 
polity into the new lands. And there were those who 
thought that the Presbyterians being sound doctrine their 
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friends might safe that respect with them. However 
look upon there reason think that the mis- 
chief could have been averted merely some more close 
compacting together the churches their benevolent un- 
dertakings, nor any other like way, unless there could also 
have been the same time some general strengthening 
attachment Congregational principles, and some awaken- 
ing enthusiasm their maintenance. The love inde- 
pendence itself had need strengthened, order that 
independency its due measure might not be, was with 
many, undervalued and cast away. But better times fol- 
lowed afterward. Congregationalism has gathered strength 
the newer States, and the benevolent societies have carried 
most cases satisfactorily the share work that fell 
them. 

organization and basis membership, two gen- 
eral methods have prevailed. Some the societies have 
been self-perpetuating bodies. They were made first 
the original projectors friends the undertaking, who 
associated themselves together and who maintained the num- 
bers desired choosing from time time associates and 
successors from among those who were supposed spec- 
ially interested the work and well qualified assist 
carrying forward. other cases the membership has 
been continued provision that persons, members 
churches, whom whose behalf certain contri- 
bution money should made the society, should 
constituted members the society upon request 
that effect accompanying the contribution. Pastors 
churches have thus commonly been made members. 
And the churches have been accustomed designate others 
the same manner, they saw fit, from among those 
their own members who were known interested mat- 
ters Christian benevolence. 

these two methods the second the more wide and 
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free. has also times been found somewhat loose; 
and provisions have been made designed guard against 
the sudden creation members large numbers for the 
purpose carrying some contested measure. both these 

may said general terms that they propose 
provide for membership the society, and for the direction 
its affairs, through those who are specially interested 
the work the society has todo. They are theory plans 
government the several societies contributors and 
friends. The fact has corresponded broad and not very 
inaccurate way the theory. most cases membership 
has been easily open any one who has had much care for 
the work that was being done. Even with those strictly 
self-perpetuating, except one them, any person who has 
taken sufficient interest the affairs the society attend 
its meetings has been likely soon find himself chosen 
membership. The intention has been gather every 
side those who would take hold the business hand. 
Making but single exception, and that only for recent 
years, there has been little complaint, there has been any, 
lack fairness filling the membership the soci- 
eties. They have been governed givers and friends, and, 
practically, whomsoever might care have part their 
management. This bad kind government for 
Congregational missionary society. not the perfect, 
ideal form, which would according the combined ratios 
love and sacrifice for the cause and sound managing 
capacity. But government bare numbers may not always 
come nearer the mark. 

The systems thus sketched are now undergoing modifi- 
cation engrafting upon the old forms provisions for the 
representation the contributing churches. Such churches 
are allowed send delegates, one more, the annual 
meetings, and these delegates are annual members the 

some cases delegates from State associations 
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conferences are also admitted, but the proportion 
such not large. These changes will beneficial they 
have the effect awaken more general interest among the 
churches the work the society. They are man- 
ner sharp revolutionary. They are fact but slight, 
since there could before but very few churches that might 
not make any one their number, the case the socie- 
ties admitting membership upon contribution money, 
member any society not for the year only but for all 
his life. Yet the new form has its value offering all the 
churches, more plainly perhaps than before, the constant in- 
vitation participate the work the society. the 
plans now process accomplishment are carried on, two 
our societies which have heretofore been constituted 
close corporations will united under constitution pro- 
viding similar manner for membership part choice 
directly from contributing churches. will thena 
combination the self-perpetuating method with this new 
plan direct representation from the churches. will 
give still additional variety organization. 

considered that the sending delegates di- 
rectly from the churches goes well with the Congregational 
principle local church independence. Any church can 
give money and send its representative pleases: 
can omit it. not bound any mechanism 
with any other church, one way another, saving only 
held ties friendship. The plan may have its weakness, 
that the meetings society held yearly different 
parts the country might bodies too far unlike suc- 
cessive years, and might reflect too strongly the opinions 
prevalent particular localities. But this not likely 
prove serious practical evil, especially with the provision 
alongside for certain continuing life membership represent- 
ing all parts the country. 

VOL. NO. 199. 
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The election members any considerable numbers 
State associations conferences somewhat different 
matter. leaves particular churches less free. puts 
constraint upon each one follow its own action the di- 
rection the majority the State body: and that mat- 
ters which have not hitherto been committed for decision 
any associated body churches. leaves openings, all 
secondary representation does beyond that which direct 
and primary, for caucusings and personal intriguings and 
manipulations. forwards, far, the endeavors that 
class beings whose habit squirm places sup- 
posed distinction elections their own suggestion and 
management. Hitherto our clear and simple Congregational 
system has not much favored the growth among this 
variety creature. But they have been seen here and 
there. And better that should not, can help 
it, provide the nests which they may further 
resentation from the local conferences, rather than the State 
bodies, would much better this respect. 

But the general movement for representation the 
churches, and principally the individual church, has 
thus far been carried on, promises only good. moder- 
ate, and manageable. experimental and practical. 
can watched, and changed its details, has need 
be. all the better that there are varieties plans with 
the several societies, they are now partially remodelled. 
There will opportunity see how each may work, and 
compare one with another. And matters can further 
regulated occasion may require. 

this point there need little ground for dissatis- 
faction even the part those who are most strongly at- 
tached the present independent features our polity. 
But different prospect before us, which are not 
merely confronted, heretofore, condition, but threat- 
-ened with theory. Much more radical changes are pro- 
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posed, which ought only made, all, after the most 
careful consideration. Plans are set forth various forms 
for dispensing wholly with the societies centres any 
separate power, and for bringing all our missionary opera- 
tions under the control the churches acting together 
some distinct organic capacity. The arguments favoring 
this new policy have been urged with much vigor, and for the 
most part, with fairness and good temper, was ex- 
pected. But occasionally harsher strain heard. The 
harmless useful modifications already made the con- 
stitution the benevolent societies have been pushed for- 
ward some, though not the larger number, with 
measure sharpness and impatience, the directing 
these societies the work they have thus far done must 
necessity wrong the churches. too are 
spoken having ownership the societies au- 
thority over them, manner imply that these rights 
prerogatives rest properly and certainly the nature the 
case some mass majority the churches. Unfortu- 
nate complications are also arising from other causes. The- 
ological differences and matters personal administration 
have been involved with the more general question the 
management the societies, one them. And alto- 
gether the discussions which have gone have taken upon 
them sometimes disagreeable tone, both decisiveness 
and severity. Perhaps the most dangerous feature the 
situation really this vehement and authoritative temper 
which occasionally manifested, and which ought 
means suffered extend itself. Such disposition, 
with whomsoever exists, needs met with cooling and 
sobering reflections; but the scope this writing leads 
the application such treatment only aslight measure, 
certain special directions. 

must kept mind then that one can say with 
absolute positiveness that Congregational principles require 
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that the churches the country acting together should man- 
age all missionary enterprises. any one says that they 
do, another may say that they not. Congregationalism 
certainly has not required heretofore this country, since 
has not fact been done, but something has been done 
differently. Congregationalism under which essentially 
new methods should followed would far essential- 
new Congregationalism. might better, worse, 
but would not the same. The changes made 
might accord with and strengthen some elements the pres- 
ent Congregationalism, and might disagree with and weaken 
others. There would room for question whether 
the general balancings the system would rendered more 
secure more unstable. Some men have doubts 
such point. Their vision perfect. They know what 
will come pass, and they can declare it. They can speak 
promptly, unhesitatingly, definitely, positively, emphatically, 
and decisively, all once. But such speech may not 
impressive except upon the soul him who utters it. One 
does not settle denominational polity the having all 
these conclusive adverbs fastened his tongue. Ques- 
tions are determined among more careful ways, 
steady good-will first all, along with considerateness 
and patient good sense. 

Commanding words are better such case than 
words positiveness. There are men with who are say- 
ing that such and such things shall done, and without 
question. The societies shall subjected particular 
measures control, and there shall resistance de- 
this not effective upon us. When hear now 
and then the roar upon the horizon these peremptory and 
resounding our hearts may tremble, but are not 
persuaded. outside its smoother tenses and persons, 
very unreliable Congregational word. The churches 
shall they please, with mindfulness always the pleas- 
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ure all the rest. any number majority the 
churches shall please join together certain work 
certain way, those churches shall that work the 
way that shall please them. minority any other 
number the churches shall not please join the doing 
that work that way, then they shall not it. And 
the churches that shall join themselves together shall not, 
trust, displeased with those that shall not. 

The suggestion any majority government here too, 
any clear right, altogether misleading. Government 
the majority appropriate wherever men are brought 
into association together necessity, civil affairs, 
wherever besides they may agree become associated under 
that condition. But the case the Congregational 
churches there has been made yet such agreement. 
has not been determined hitherto that all the churches 
the country shall engage carry their missionary work 
conjointly and direction the votes the major 
part the churches, the church-members. may 
that they will engage it, but thus far they have not. 
only very recently that has been much serious- 
considered. And any engagement the churches 
church-members, whichever might be, would only 
force for those who should thus make it, unless totally new 
principle were brought into our Congregational polity. 
The effect this principle would make the bounds 
fellowship among the churches identical with the limits 
the association that should thus formed for the purpose 
carrying the work missions the manner indicated. 
There easy deception thus guarded against with 
respect the application this ordinarily appropriate mode 
government the benevolent relations the churches, 
since liable carry with it, unthought of, the assump- 
tion that body churches has already been formed need- 
ing governed such way, some way. But fact 
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there has been thus far, and is, such body gov- 
erned. And the only government hitherto existing has been 
government neighborly good-will and Christian helpful- 
ness. That the churches might now properly make such 
engagement arrange and conduct all their missionary 
operations together and under the direction the larger 
number themselves may betrue. But that matter 
thought of, and thing done consciously and con- 
assumed have been done when has not been done. 
And the effect such constitutional change Congrega- 
tionalism, though might little thought first, would 

Until such change made and such agreement 
reached, majority churches has any special right 
control matters benevolence the action any other 
churches, nor any the societies which the other church- 
assist. And wrong would done, grievance 
caused, the failure any society follow the direction 
any churches majority churches. 

The churches thus far, too, have ownership the 
societies, nor any them, except the ownership Chris- 
tian good-will and helpfulness. The societies were all 
formed individuals, groups voluntary associations 
individuals; and they are this sense, and every sense, 
voluntary and not ecclesiastical bodies. Individuals 
churches can help them not they think best, they 
can form other societies, the societies may choose them- 
selves directed these individuals churches. But 
the societies not belong them. indeed hear 
said, and sometimes with air final conclusiveness, that 
since the churches, some them, help the societies, and 
since the societies appeal the churches for aid, therefore 
the churches have right possession the societies. 
seems remarkable reasoning for men capable being 
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Congregationalists. will apply also the schools. Our 
colleges and seminaries appeal the churches for aid. 
but short time since circular from Andover asking ear- 
nestly for gifts money was lying upon our tables. was al- 
together proper But the churches that responded 
this appeal are not supposed, may presume, have 
gotten thereby rights government possession the 
Andover Seminary. This indeed peculiar mode ac- 
quisition. One has only tell the trustees school that, 
since they have asked him for help, and since has helped 
them, will therefore proceed take charge the school 
himself. this method getting control things could 
any way carried into common life, the trade Dick Tur- 
pin could abolished. 

The societies exist good right the churches 
do, and the same right. They are not the creation the 
churches, but the choices individual men, the churches 
themselves are; and they are the product the same man- 
ner the providence God his guidance men. They 
are organizations less essential the progress the king- 
dom God the world. But while they live they have 
the rights life. The question their continued use 
one expediency and practical wisdom. should dis- 
cussed and decided these lights, and other. 

There are obvious advantages connected with the new 
plans consolidated management, and they will not fail 
adequately set forth. But there are also difficulties, 
drawbacks, and risks mischief that should not lost 
sight of. not clear what geographical bounds the new 
organization should cover, its constituencies its fields 
operation. the home work would natural for 
take the country itself. But the case the great 
Home Missionary Society have now existence sys- 
tem auxiliaries many States with peculiar and interest- 
ing features. fits well the political order things 
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which have States the nation. Its practical working 
the whole admirable, putting local wants under local 
care, and distributing the administration affairs largely 
throughout the country. There reason expect that 
these auxiliary societies will develop still further and increase 
efficiency the newer States are more fully opened and 
planted with stronger churches. doubtful now the 
larger contributing States would willing put wholly out 
their own determination the question the proportion 
funds collected that should spent within their own limits; 
and doubtful would wise that they should. And 
every State should encouraged its measure under- 
stand its own necessities and employ for itself its own re- 
sources. may possible, but will not easy, make 
some serviceable copy the present arrangement under 
some the systems proposed. And much more likely 
injured than improved. 

With respect work done abroad, why should 
the bound the missionary constituency the country? 
Why should not the not the planet? 
Why should not the common work for the whole world 
controlled from over all the earth, and within lesser 
should each church represented equally, large small, 
and whether gives much nothing towards the common 
tual representation the giving spirit and force the 
churches will any more exact and fair than pres- 
ent? remembered also that even the self- 
perpetuating corporations there are not few benevolent 
men, and among them some the very largest givers, who, 
whether wisely not, much prefer that form administra- 
tion any other. They have least interest for them- 
selves this judgment their own. everywhere ad- 
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form association there has been exhibited, least until 
recent years, singular measure skill and efficiency the 
management its affairs and the drawing friends its 
aid. Part the present stringency the situation comes 
this rare ability and success, since, but for the force the 
impression thus made upon all, any churches men who 
are uneasy their existing relations with the society might 
more willingly and more readily set motion some other 
machinery for themselves. 

The methods now use admit great freedom per- 
sonal action, and call forth individual enterprise. This 
characteristic our polity, which makes penetrating 
vivacity spirit for whatever misses orderliness and 
heaviness organization. The new plans, fastening all the 
churches together their appointed work, could hardly fail 
lessen the stimulus put upon individual exertion. Judg- 
ing from all the conditions, there reason think that 
any one the present benevolent societies would have been 
gotten into operation promptly was there had 
been the time existence any compacted organization 
the churches. They sprang up, almost every quickening 
impulse the kingdom God has done, through the touch 
heavenly motive direct upon the minds men; and they 
brought into use from the first such instrumentalities directly 
about them number men not large might handle. 
the very same manner the great Christian Endeavor socie- 
ties have but just now risen up, and the Mission 
France, and, another range action, the Salvation Army. 
They built their own mechanisms first hand, what they 
wanted. associated body churches helped them. 
Great movements make organizations they need them. 
Organizations seldom bring forth any great movements. 

There deceptiveness besides the running 
all great ecclesiastical mechanisms. They easily seem 
more value than they really can seen that they 
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are motion: and whatever they can known and 
told of. The sight steadily concentrated energy it- 
self attractive and alluring. there has been perpetual 
tendency setting these directions, against which has 
always been necessary guard, but opposition which 
the measure watchfulness has often proved too 
small. The free life has been sacrificed for the seemingly solid 
movement. The growing plants have been pressed into dry 
compact stick: heavy club were more account 
than springing blades corn, trees with fruit. And 
from the first ages this desire crowding the plants 
life into consolidated cudgels has plagued the churches 
God. 

There sure ground confidence, either, that the 
more closely compacted systems would have any advantage 
even preparing the classifications and laying out the de- 
tails benevolent work. One the most serious errors 
made our societies recent years was adjustment 
missionary work between the Home Missionary and the 
Sunday-School and Publishing Society, which was arranged 
accordance with the clear the National Coun- 
cil. The plan proved disastrous that, after ample trial, 
was abandoned consent all concerned, and without 
help any suggestion from the Council. The societies 
went out make the trial without experience but laden 
with they returned empty but bur- 
dened with experience. 

Altogether, and far concerns only the effective 
carrying forward Christian enterprises requiring co-opera- 
tion among the churches, there reason for not assent- 
ing the mature and weighty judgment Dr. Dexter, 
the effect that history the rise and progress the 
American Board Commissioners for Foreign Missions, the 
American Home Missionary Society, the American Mission- 

-ary Association, and their kindred voluntary associations, 
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through which the members the American Congrega- 
tional churches have been and are now co-operating for the 
spread the gospel home and abroad, illustrates the 
practicableness reaching every need such methods: 
and the superior value simplicity, economy, celerity, and 
all general elements success their voluntary system 
over the more strongly ecclesiastical methods differently 
the agencies concerning whose effective working such testi- 
mony can borne. 

But apart from what connected directly with the mis- 
sionary work done, the new plans involve risks ‘of 
serious harm with respect the general denominational 
structure itself. Whatever safeguards might made use 
of, whatever limitations might set, there would not fail 
given great impulse the line all consolidating 
tendencies. lodge with central representative bodies the 
management great interests must always have effect 
that sort. Such bodies incline themselves, almost neces- 
sity, the enlargement their own functions and powers. 
There would choices made ends and methods 
and agencies and men. There would involved 
many points determinations upon matters belief. And 
these would given with denominational weight not now 
anywhere thrown into the scales. All conclusions every 
variety that were reached would practically binding upon 
the churches degree far greater than present: since 
they would have solid denominational force not them 
now. would far harder for individual churches men 
stand against them, comfortably without re- 
garding them. The habit centralized organic action 
grows and strengthens too with all its exercise, and brings 
with constantly increasing constraint. would almost in- 
evitably follow that should grow denomination 
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far more strongly governed many points than are now. 


Such change would unfortunate itself. Or, from any 
point view, would needless. there are any who 
wish either govern governed more strongly than 
admissible now with us, there are Christian denominations 
already formed and stiffly organized which they can 
accommodated. Our plain, neighborly, and brotherly Con- 
gregational order unique and single. There are many who 
value asit is. suited simple, and think, 
into some likeness productions with which the markets 
the world are sufficiently stocked already. 

one must think that this process could with- 
out involving stringency some sort matters belief. 
would felt long time, not speedily. should 
not get these ecclesiastical horses stoutly into 
great wagon, driven—no whither. And the wagon 
would not without some load. likely that the 
course years, not first, the general effect more 
closely compacted organization would toward conservatism 
doctrine. But should not let our sympathies 
that direction disturb our safer judgment with respect the 
main proceeding. better these personal goods 
that need have always close about us, that they should 
not that wagon. 

must not lose sight the schools. The control 
our theological seminaries, not our colleges, through 
some general denominational organism, most certainly 
within the logical scope the movement proposed. The 
importance the matter itself not less. The societies 
send abroad ministers and teachers, and spread the truth. 
The schools prepare the ministers and teachers, and furnish, 
largely, what sent truth. This not less vital busi- 
ness. The urgency, whether constraint freedom, 
how shall conducted not less. individuals 
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groups men have undoubted right found schools, 
and the churches right help sustain them not, they 
please,so the same things are true relation the soci- 
eties. would quite easy matter control the 
schools—those now existing others—through denomina- 
tional agencies, would manage that way the 
work the societies. The sword with which are asked 
play sharpened both its edges. 

true indeed that relations subsisting with the 
churches there are some lines distinction. But they touch, 
the most all them, upon matters accidental rather than 
essential permanent. There also present less dissat- 
isfaction and less desire for any change with respect the 
control the schools than with respect the societies. 
But this happy condition things upon that side our 
benevolent work due largely the very freedom which 
exercised the direction the schools, and the almost 
total absence anything like ecclesiastical control upon 
them. This freedom more complete with the schools than 
with the societies reason the greater ease with which 
schools can planted and sustained. But the proper infer- 
ence that the measure liberty and elastic variety 
action which does exist relation the societies should 
every possible means maintained and exercised: and 
that should enlarged, may be, and not diminished 
its range. The general comfortable working the 
schools shows least how readily this highly voluntary order 
things befits our Congregational polity. 

that one our societies concerning which the 
present time the most uneasiness felt, one may hesitate, 
view all the complications that have arisen, under- 
taking say what should done. There are many 
among those holding conservative opinions who think that 
somewhat more liberal policy might have been followed 
with respect the sending abroad young men with 
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questionable wavering theological beliefs, without serious 
harm the missions serious offence the most sound 
sentiments the churches. And the more lax beliefs 
even their lighter form indeed the nerve mis- 
then might expected that very large number 
those entertaining them would desire become mission- 
aries. But the present stage the matter, though 
might have its uses, not clear that any change policy 
within the limits safety would restore the harmony that 
once existed. And somewhere the lines must drawn. 

The plans for representation the churches the 
Board through nominations from the State associations 
conferences, are not violent the changes they propose: 
and they should prove the end revolutionary, 
the overturning would not rapid. But not certain 
again that the results would satisfactory either side. 
Apart from anything that has with our order polity, 
cannot shut our eyes wholly the fact that grave differ- 
ences belief exist among us. they should continue 
and deepen, the time would soon come when would 
not possible carry forward our foreign missionary work 
under any one management, whatever might be. Men 
every shade belief have each the fullest right abroad 
missionaries: and the right receive assistance from 
that wish give it. But one has any right insist 
upon going company with any other person whom his 
presence not agreeable helpful. And one can have 
any claim for assistance from those whose beliefs his teach- 
ings would largely contradict set aside. There are rights 
solitude and separation well companionship. 
The Congregational denomination itself would fall wholly 
apart under continuing and sharply intensifying strain 
theological dissensions. all desire far may 
turn aside from every such prospect. 

some divisions distributions could made our 
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foreign work, giving play more freely individual effort, and 
the plannings groups men, there would afforded 
some relief least along the line greatest tension. 
might prove permanent remedy if, hope, the discord- 
ance among not greatly increase. Every one under- 
stands the advantages many ways which have attended 
the prosecution our foreign work under single agency. 
should regret the losses that would occur with any form 
division. But escape from worse evils separations 
some sort are proper thought of. 

The formation new society those not satisfied 
with the workings the Board would not wholly calam- 
itous. There would some additional cost administra- 
tion, but might met much larger income. There 
would some degree embarrassment the division 
contributions which have thus far gone one treasury. 
But this could arranged with great difficulty, was 
done many churches the time the formation the 
American Missionary Association—which its day proved 
calamity. But all such frictions every sort could 
but slight compared the heavier jars that now alarm 
us. would strange thing the receipts the old 
Board should continue fully the present mark, that 
all that should done the new organization could 
counted clear gain. The field abroad might amicably 
divided. Suppose the new society should take Japan be- 
gin with? Some leadings Providence may pointing 
that. The prospects the ground are promising. Let the 
new theology take that land: and let overflow, will, 
upon the continent beyond. Let there strife between 
and them, between our missionaries and their mission- 
aries. not the whole earth before us? one will 
the left hand, the other may the right. And 
not all Japan well-watered everywhere, even the garden 
the Lord? the younger nephew will choose that most 
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fair and fruitful plain, the elder Abraham, under all the cir- 
cumstances, should willing stay upon the less luxuri- 
ant highlands. And with such friendly separations left open 
made, not certain that would, needful wise 
make any essential change the constitution the gen- 
eral policy the Board. 

may fail consider how much nearer all the earth 
has been brought since our foreign missionary work 
began, and how much more easily can pass out upon all 
lands. Tourists round the circle all continents and 
seas, counting lightly the days. Commercial houses have 
their branches their correspondents all shores. 
may have been slow follow with like vivacious spirit 
Christian enterprise. may have waited too far for oth- 
ers, and for movements great combinations. Mexico and 
the South American States are almost our doors, and they 
are drawing yearly nearer. Nothing distance hard ap- 
proach need hinder planting great schools branch churches 
those lands, were ready it. can get the 
world wish to. have thought, sure, that 
was safer commit our gifts mostly the care some 
wide-looking and well-known responsible 
agency and this may still true for the larger part. But 
there are other modes watchfulness that may made 
available; and the smaller enterprises, with their closer indi- 
vidualisms, may have some fuller use than the past, and 
may answer some things better the changing and quick- 
ening times. The earth least open and close hand; 
and need not reckoned sheer debarment from en- 
trance, nor any wise utter grievance, some men 
should out particular association together while all 
the rest may any way besides they choose. 

There was notable instance not long ago the send- 
ing missionary abroad particular church East- 
ern city. The step seemed bold. Many thought ill-ad- 
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vised; and some special circumstances connected with gave 
rise measure unfavorable comment. But waiving all 
question these, the main proceeding was surely not un- 
Christian nor un-Congregational. was reversion Con- 
gregationalism its original type. Thus the Congregation- 
church Antioch sent forth its missionaries, Paul and 
Barnabas. Yet not clear that they were sent even 
any formal action the church. certain that there was 
council nor body churches concerned. Paul was not 
the agent churches. the maker churches. The 
great apostolic Congregationalist went forth, called the 
Holy Ghost and followed with prayer and blessing the 
company Christian believers, and the churches Asia 
and Europe flashed into life where set his steps. Organ- 
izations came afterward. Christian men other denomina- 
tions got all these churches well tethered together, and drove 
them solid organic form down the heavy roads, with 
the harnessing straps drawn across theireyes. But that trim 
and smoothly-handled order procession has been much 
broken these later times, and the churches have gone 
again, numbers them goodly company, men 
with sight restored and able walk and leap and give thanks 
for themselves God. They can now send where 
and whom they will and the Spirit moves them; was 
done from Antioch. 

The brief record tells too that there were the 
church Antioch and teachers, Symeon 
that was called Niger, and Lucius Cyrene, and Manaen the 
foster-brother Herod,” along with Barnabas and Paul; 
that the enterprise began according what has become 
accustomed manner Christian awakening and enlargement, 
with group men praying and conferring together and 
stirred the Spirit God. our American Board began. 
This way successful undertaking things small great 
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still open wherever two three kindred purpose may 


found enter it. And one like Paul were again among 

us, and our Board were refuse send him forth the 

missionary fields within its charge—if the supposition may 

made—we cannot easily picture him ourselves whit 

disheartened set back from going. The Missionary 

Board, moving standing, does not block all the highways 

the earth. And that any forming body consid- 

erable numbers should profoundly concerned abroad 

only its conveyance and hopelessly cast down failed 

Western plains were crowd and push walk single 
buffalo track, were sit down great companies 
despair their luggage were not put all upon single 
wheelbarrow. The comparison does wrong the accom- 
plishing capacities the great society, but does not ex- 
aggerate the weakness that would appear with us. 
could march over open fields the conquest the globe 
had mind go, and the fire war were us.—If 
these sentences convey admonition concerning the spirit 
which are moved, the writer them desires take 
himself larger measure reproof than would will- 
ing put upon any his brethren. 


And now there may with many unlike views respect- 
ing the exigencies the present time, concerning measures 
relief steps progress. But from our place Con- 
gregationalists, look abroad anywise widely about 
must all have thoughts gratitude and courage. 
are free toward all opportunities. Shining providences have 
gone before us. The earth full the glory the Lord, 
believing men have seen it—a glory which all the faithful 
have helped shed upon it. have ourselves some stock 
Christian forbearance and human sense. observe the 
distinguishing principles our denominational order, clear 
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and gracious wherever they are seen full action. con- 
sider our rights, our independence, our fellowship, all one 
circle thought. mind but little rights except for 
liberty that may good one another. care but 
little for independence only that may more free 
comfortably together. And value nothing fellowship 
saving each our brethren may walk himself all the 
light that falls truly him. shall live together 
patience and thankfulness and hope. Our forms make 
for use and not for observation. Our methods are for pow- 
ers and for paths walk in, and not for walls about 
for weights upon us. shall not ride much upon horses; 
nor call the work our hands our gods. shall grow 
the springtime, forces both gentle and strong. The 
Most High Himself will unto the dew unto Israel. 
Our Congregational branch shall spread, and his beauty shall 
the olive tree, and his smell Lebanon. 
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ARTICLE IV. 
OLD FRESH WINE 


THE REV. HOWARD OSGOOD, PROFESSOR ROCHESTER THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY. 


ALL criticism incitement criticism. the de- 
mocracy literature there are lords with feudal rights 
and there ought All have equal rights 
life, liberty, and the printing opinions. inter- 
national democracy which each one owes allegiance and 
service only the truth sees it; even his service 
respecting the rights those who not agree with him. 
Whatever said the following criticism pertains solely 
the opinions expressed the works reviewed, and not any 
supposed further opinions the authors. 

These works many respects have much common. 
They both represent the same school criticism. Their 
authors are eminent men who have won high rank their 
abilities, attainments, and productions. These volumes were 
written the past few years under limitations space 
the publishers, and were issued from the press about year 
apart. not too much say that both England and 
Germany the best man his school was chosen the 
author. one wishes learn what the present accepted 
criticism the Old Testament English and European 


Introduction the Literature the Old Testament, Driv- 
er, D., Regius Professor Hebrew, and Canon Christ Church, Oxford, 


New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. (Pp. xxxi, 552.) 
Einleitung das Alte Testament, von Carl Heinrich Cornill, Dr. theol. 
phil., ordentlichem Professor der Theologie der Universitit 


1891. (Pp. xii, 325.) 
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Protestant Universities, must master these volumes, not 
merely for their agreements, but still more for their contra- 
dictions. 

The most cursory reading will show that, contrary 
the usual result, when equally learned Englishmen and Ger- 
mans are compared, the palm for facile grasp the most im- 
portant points and their correlatives, for compactness 
thought and expression, for vigor and clearness, for logical 
consistency, for square facing the abysses inherent this 
criticism, for full view the situation, must awarded 
the German, who accomplishes all this less than two- 
thirds the space occupied the Englishman. The Ger- 
man has the great advantage being his native heath 
and moves freely all this criticism. The Englishman 
labors under all the disadvantages ofa foreigner. The high- 
est praise that can given his work that serious 
attempt soften and adapt Kuenen’s method and results 
the foreign soil English thought. Cornill and Kuenen 
have qualms all declaring large parts the Old 
Testament literary fictions, and also denying truth 
the historical narratives the Pentateuch and early bib- 
lical books. Driver, the contrary, pleads that 
onomy does not claim written Moses,” etc., etc., and 
that was customary the Hebrew historians put 
speeches made themselves the mouths their puta- 
tive authors. But even this case Deuteronomy would 
what Kuenen says is, “literary fiction” and fraudulent. 
Driver gives the impression that there somewhat histor- 
ical truth remaining the Pentateuch and early books. 
would save something out the wreck. war 
with his own “scientific method,” and war with every 
master that method Europe. Kuenen says their science 
brings them form conception Israel’s religious de- 
velopment totally different from that which, any one may 
see, set forth the Old Testament, and sketch primi- 
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tive Christianity lines which even the acutest reader can- 
not recognize inthe New.” only Driver’s “In- 
troduction” will, Cheyne has shown, obtain but meagre 
and mistaken view what this criticism all its masters 
Europe. 

Among the adherents this school, substantial agree- 
ment has been reached separation some the 
larger parts, while there are still more contradictions between 
them respecting other parts the Bible. The contradic- 
tions between Driver and Cornill the present initial point 
this criticism, Deuteronomy, cover more than one-third 
the book. Their contradictions Isaiah are equally great. 
These contradictions refer the grounds for, well the 
assignments parts authors and dates. And when 
pass and compare these differences with those Well- 
hausen, Kuenen, Dillmann, Cheyne, Duhm, obtain 
maze contradictory statements equally learned men 
that bewildering. While these authors are thus absolute- 
contradictory many most important instances, yet they 
are one with all their school the main assumptions 
this criticism. Dr. Driver says, ‘‘The age and authorship 
the books the Old Testament can determined (so 
far this possible) only upon the basis the internal 
evidence supplied the books themselves, methods such 
those followed the present volume; external evidence 
worthy credit exists” (p. xxxi). concrete dogmatism 
this statement does not all hinder its being traditional 
with all this school. 

What are the methods followed this 
states the whole method few words: paral- 
lel, double, triple narratives, accounts the same event, 
which, far from being harmonious, often directly contradict 
each other; further, numerous anachronisms, express chron- 
data certain narratives which cannot harmon- 
ized with the facts and with the complete statement other 
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narratives. And, above all, use Goethe’s words, ‘the 
wretched, incomprehensible editing’ the This 
said with regard the Pentateuch, but equally applies 
all the other books. that the assumed contradic- 
tions the text are the mainspring this criticism 
proved every page these Introductions where they are 
ever relied upon the main point, well the fact 
clearly stated Kuenen: extant Jewish literature 
too limited extent enable determine the age any 
work with certainty from mere considerations language 
and 

external evidence worthy credit; the Hebrew 
language and style insufficient proof; there remains 
them other means determining the age and authorship 
the books but comparing their contents; which, may 
added, this case can done quite well English 
Hebrew. Driver asserts that this method upon 
reasonings the cogency which cannot denied without 
denying the ordinary principles which history judged 
and evidence those who, whether Eng- 
lish German, write historical method, tell that 
history founded on, first, correct texts; second, right ap- 
preciation the contents the texts. The historian has 
right alter text proved correct all the laws 
textual criticism, however may dissent from its teaching. 
This criticism assumes the right alter the only text 
have, for the present can have, every page the 
Bible. other words, the method conjectural criti- 
cism wherever the text does not suit the critic. The proof 
this found every page these Introductions and 
every work the Graf-Kuenen school. Cornill has given 
perhaps the most wholesale instance his edition 
Ezekiel. 

Now conjectural criticism open any and all who 


Hexateuch, 268. 
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wish try it: but the permanent results conjectural 
criticism during eighteen hundred years bear the relation 
few drops the ocean, few grains mountains straw, 
would seem that the history criticism commends im- 
mense work, great caution and modesty suggesting con- 
jectural emendations, rather than rushing them cyclones. 
far from being strictly historical, this method the can- 
onization conjecture. 

Looking back over more than century immense 
progress all knowledge, and more than century this 
criticism the Bible that has minutely scanned its every 
sentence, every word, every letter, and culminated these 
Introductions, cannot fail ask, What progress results 
for the general public these works give The public 
not, cannot, and ought not interested the critical 
processes which results are reached. one starts out 
multiply two two and expends tome algebraic formu- 
las upon the computation, the public wants know only 
the results reached the expert, judge the value his 
unseen and unknown proofs. makes 2x2 or, =5, 
the public will use its own judgment the validity his 
reasonings. What progress results the Bible these 
Introductions manifest may learned the following con- 
clusions fine scholar, far the most important and 
resolute member the whole Leibnitz. 

“The law written Moses was only the ‘book the 
covenant’ [Ex. which contains only 
fundamental The present five books Moses, with 
numerous other commands, especially the whole Levitical 
ceremonial, the history creation, the patriarchs, the 
Israelites under Moses and the genealogies, come from Ezra 
[i. e., post-exile], who used for this purpose many ancient 
and contradictory sources, and put them together without 
much criticism and with interpolations. the other Old 


Fischer’s Leibnitz seine Schule, 531. 
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Testament historical books, apparent that their authors 
lived long after the events related them, and consequently 
these books are not sources history, but only compila- 
tions from annals and other original writings. Not single 
one the Old Testament historical books receives its name 
from its author, but from the most notable person persons 
mentioned its history. All have later author than the 
name indicates, and the latest books extend the time 
the Maccabees (B. 160). The authors had before them 
various older archives, acts, annals, comments, out which 
they composed their history. this they did not apply 
the greatest care and faithfulness, but put many things 
together inaccurately, well allowed their imaginations 
add other things, through their inclination the miracu- 
lous. 

“The book Psalms collection poems vari- 
ous authors, assigned very late hand from mere conjec- 
ture the superscriptions suppositious authors. These 
Psalms survived the oppressions the people, and were col- 
lected after the exile the restoration the temple. 


“Proverbs collection uncertain origin with 


repetitions. Ecclesiastes cannot Solomon. The Song 
Songs not Solomon, but the work late writer 
who ascribed the play his sensuous imagination 
renowned name. Job didactic drama. Various evi- 
dences, especially the philological, point late date 
composition. 

“The prophetical books are collections spoken and 
written prophecies various times and occasions, later than, 
and not made by, their authors. The disorder prevailing 
the prophecies, especially the three great prophets, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, betrays the collector, who was later 
than, and different from, the author. The question arises, 
whether much that spurious, invented after the event, has 
not entered into the collections. The suspicion proph- 
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ecy after the event becomes more pressing, the closer proph- 
ecy and fulfilment agree. The book Daniel was com- 
posed the time the Maccabees, during the religious 
wars against Antiochus, Jew, for the purpose inspir- 
ing the Israelites with courage and hope, that, after many 
foreign rulers, Messiah would arise the family the 

Excepting the attribution Ex. Moses, 
and making Ezra the chief compiler, everything else this 
epitome tallies precisely with the final results brought out 
Driver and Cornill. After one hundred and thirty years 
the most elaborate scholarship this school England and 
Germany returns Hermann Samuel Reimarus,? author 
Apology Defence the Rational Worshippers 
God” (Hamburg, 1767), from which the above extracts are 
taken, and from which Lessing drew the celebrated 
biittel Fragments,” which published from 1774 1778. 
Observe that Reimarus finds the redactors compilers, the 
contradictory sources, the interpolations, the failure criti- 
cal accuracy, Moses not the author and the late date the 
Pentateuch, the Psalms the hymn-book the post-exile 
temple and varied and uncertain authorship, the compila- 
tion and untrustworthiness the prophetical books, the ex- 
clusion Solomon from the authorship Proverbs, Eccles- 
iastes, and Canticles, the late date Job, and Daniel late 
literary fiction. Here are all the tools which the vaunted 
new professes discover its results, and 
yet the only difference between the new and the old 
the way using the old tools chisel out precisely the 
same results. 

Strauss’s Hermann Samuel Reimarus (1877), pp. 


the author the ‘Wolfenbiittel Fragments,’ the publi- 
cation which Lessing threw German theology into ferment, occupies the 
same position the English deists, and indeed owed much their 
—Professor Pfleiderer Berlin, Introduction new edition Strauss’s 
Life Jesus, 1893, viii. 
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None these results were new even the time Rei- 
marus. The very same points are iterated and reiterated 
Voltaire his works, any one can see consulting the 
sixth volume the Didot edition his works. This view 
the Old Testament was not new with Voltaire, for got 
all his knowledge Old Testament criticism second 
hand. His masters whom refers, are ‘‘Lords Herbert, 
Raleigh, Sidney, Shaftesbury, the wise Locke, the great 
Newton, who denied boldly the divinity Jesus Christ, 
the Collins, Tolands, Tindals, Trenchards, Gordons, Wool- 
stons, Wollastons, and, Lord Bolingbroke;” whom 
says, these have advanced far the spirit 
investigation and criticism doubt whether Moses ever 
This list might largely extended. These 
were some the writers, who, the last part the seven- 
teenth and the first half the eighteenth century, were the 
favorites the press, whose works sold tens thou- 
sands. They came mostly from the higher classes society, 
from Oxford and Cambridge; many them wrote admira- 
ble English. contemporary tells the story the popular- 
ity and doctrine one these:— 

Here’s Wolston’s tracts, the twelfth edition; 
read every politician; 
The country members, when town, 
all their boroughs send them down; 
You never met thing smart; 
The courtiers have them all heart; 


Those maids honor who can read 
Are taught use them for their creed. 
shows, sure God’s Glo’ster, 
That Moses was grand imposter; 
That all his miracles were cheats, 
Performed jugglers their 


France, during the same period, author compared 
popularity, court and higher circles society, with Vol- 
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His works ran through many editions, and were read 
with avidity every country Europe. The fulsome adu- 
lation that was poured upon him kings, the nobility, the 
scientific world, many the Roman Catholic clergy and 
the Protestant ministers Switzerland and Germany, 
disheartening reading for one who would think better 
human nature and common intelligence. 

Voltaire true his sources. All the main results 
concerning the Old Testament, offered these Introduc- 
tions, Reimarus and Voltaire, are also found these 
writers for century before Voltaire, and are proclaimed 
them unmistakably proved. But these writers not 
claim that these views are new. Some them were his- 
torical scholars, and they find the line witnesses for these 
views extending far back through the centuries. They find 
that the Middle Ages had men who believed more 
Moses and Jesus,than Mahomet, prophets God: that 
Julian (363 D.), Porphyry (305), Celsus (200), held these 
same main views the Old Testament. these may 
added another early witness against the Mosaic authorship, 
the was delighted with 
the discourse Julian against the Christians that pub- 
lished translation it, with multitudinous notes against the 
credibility the Old Testament 

The method criticism pursued Reimarus and his 
precursors was essentially the same method pursued these 
Introductions, that is, the urging the internal contradic- 
tions which they found the Bible; the denial all exter- 
nal evidence worthy credit; and presuppositions what 
must have been the state society Palestine and Western 
Asia the centuries before the exile the Jews (B. 600). 
that method they obtained the same results found 
these Introductions. They further declare that these results 
absolutely preclude the belief that the Bible was any sense 
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from God revelation religion; that was anything 
else than and compilation, accordance with the 
ordinary laws, and subject the ordinary errors the 
human mind.” 

the same time with these writings Voltaire and 
Reimarus, there sat the throne Prussia the confessedly 
deistic king, Frederick the greatest conqueror and governor 
Germany had known for centuries. had, between 1740 and 
1750, established Berlin academy directed French de- 
ists, gave the keynote the royal preferences religion 
and philosophy. Thither Voltaire was called 1749-51. The 
haste preachers and professors found the crest 
current opinion, modern thought, the new ideas, which were 
made the test the Bible, was fast and furious. Every chair 
the German universities, which the king could fill, was sure 
receiving professor holding his opinions; that the 
latter years his reign there was unanimous teaching all 
the Protestant theological professors Germany that the 
Bible was only human book, full errors and contradic- 
tions. The fashion was absolute literature poli- 
tics. The German was established 
Berlin, 1765, applaud every rationalistic book, con- 
with overflowing bitterness, beneath the contempt 
men sense, any voice raised defence the hand and 
word God the Bible. ran its course profit, and 
died the year that the the churches, 
the public worship Reason, and the guillotine began 
France. But this current thought the throne, universi- 
ties, pulpit and people, had not accomplished its work until 
all the church hymn-books were scraped clean every 
thought expression offensive deist. Then Voltaire 
Napoleon and his French legions blew his bugles every 
palace Frederick, every university Germany, every 
hamlet and church, and the German Samsons, kings, profes- 
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sors, preachers, poets, soldiers, shorn and blind, ground and 
made sport for him their prison house, their land. 

The truth God, the divinity the Bible, moral laws, 
are not determined majorities current opinion, however 
learned and powerful. 

the results concerning the Bible which Reimarus and 
these Introductions teach are true, then, who are right 
the necessary inferences drawn, Reimarus and Voltaire? 
those who would still strive prove that Bible destitute 
claim history straightforward narrative some 
tenuous sense the revelation God? between the two, 
Reimarus and Voltaire are most accord with cause and 
effect. And with them are the consistent leaders this 
criticism Europe. himself deist,! says: 
long derive separate part Israel’s religious life 
directly from God, and allow the supernatural immediate 
revelation intervene even one single point, long also 
the supposition natural development alone which ac- 
counts for all the phenomena.” 

Against the decision the European universities for 
century, simply set, sufficient reply, the immense 
growth during all this century those churches which have 
believed and taught the Bible the veritable word-of God. 
They have fringed the world with missionaries, who have 
translated the Bible into other languages, and hundreds 
thousands heathen have the Bible turned from idols 


Kuenen’s position thus stated his friend and biographer: “It was 
attempt singular boldness and vigor shake the tradition Christian 
piety free from every trace supernaturalism and implied exclusiveness. 
involved the absolute surrender the orthodox dogmatics, the authority 
the Scriptures, the divine character the church external institu- 
tion; and course based the claims Jesus Nazareth our affection 
and gratitude solely upon what history could show that he, man, had 
been and had done for men.’’—Wicksteed, the Jewish Quarterly Review 
for July, 1892, 596. 
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serve the living and true God. Bible societies, Tract socie- 
ties, Sunday-school societies pour out from the press their 
issues millions every year. The annual increase the 
Protestant churches America has been for many years 
average four hundred thousand per annum. Moody, 
name only one, has been the means persuading more 
people trust and follow the Bible, stake their lives and 
hopes upon and forth persuade others the 
same, than the number all the theological professors and 
students the German universities for half-century. While 
all this would not received some European theological 
lecture-rooms valid proof, valid proof according 
the test given higher teacher, their fruits shall 
know them.” 

The history this school criticism brings before 
many facts which would never supposed unless proved 
many witnesses. But among all these facts there none 
more astounding than that, while professing above all 
things historical and utter the voice history, has per- 
sistently shut its eyes from seeing, its ears from hearing, and 
its pages from telling, the history with which most con- 
cerned. the side these Old Testament professors 
their own universities, there have been for decades professors 
Egyptology and Assyriology. These sciences are repre- 
sented men learned and numerous the Protestant 
professors Old Testament literature Germany and Eng- 
land, who not number sixty, all told. They have estab- 
lished stately reviews French, German, and English. The 
literature these sciences greater than that this Old 
Testament criticism, the texts which they work are 
far greater than all the Old Testament and the Greek and 
Latin classics combined. The press during most this cen- 
tury has poured forth works the highest class scholar- 
ship these sciences. These works treat extra-biblical 
history parallel with the Old Testament, history founded 
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upon monuments numerous early periods that 
there veritable des richesses. They treat the 
history these languages, religion, education, civilization, 
ethics, law, poetry, architecture, Now 
should suppose that this criticism which professes his- 
torical would take all this as, least, one the factors 
its problem. But its volumes will searched vain for 
the first evidence any acquaintance with this most learned 
and scientific help the understanding the Old Testa- 
ment. From these Introductions one would never imagine 
the existence this vast sphere knowledge, which has 
revolutionized the whole idea ancient history, and gives 
the environment Palestine from least thousand years 
before Moses the time Christ. The assumptions 
ancient Asiatic history presented both these Introduc- 
tions are those the age antedating the discoveries and sci- 
entific history this century. 

What, then, are the teachings these sciences fun- 
damental points history the works their chief repre- 
sentatives, Lepsius, Diimichen, Brugsch, Erman, Meyer, 
Stern, Leemans, Pleyte, Lieblein, Fried. Delitzsch, Hommel, 
Tiele, Wiedemann, Rougé, Mariette, Chabas, Maspero, 
Deveria, Naville, Oppert, Menant, Lenormant, Babelon, Lefé- 
bure, Pierret, Heuzey, Grebaut, Loret, Virey, Bouriant, the 
Rawlinsons, Birch, Renouf, Pinches, Petrie, Griffiths, and 
many more? 

That, far back know anything man 
the earth his monuments, language was fully formed 
power expression and written characters. The inscrip- 
tions Tello Babylonia, and Medum Egypt, the 
earliest known, are perfect the, characters employed 
those any succeeding age. They are cut the hands 
masters their art and are interspersed 
statues, paintings, etc., the same plane facile ability 
Men may argue the origin lan- 
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guage, but language, first meet the horizon 
known history monuments, already complete and pol- 
ished instrument the hands man. The beginning our 
knowledge Semitic languages not with Moses, but 
many centuries before Moses Abraham, the numerous 
monuments Southern Babylonia. From that early time 
till after the time Christ, the Semitic dialects held sway 
over Babylonia, Assyria, Syria, and Palestine. Long before 
the Exodus the royal families Babylon and Mesopotamia, 
the very Egyptian prefects Palestine, corresponded with 
the Pharaoh, not Egyptian, but Semitic dialects, prov- 
ing that Semitic was the diplomatic language Western 

The earliest inscriptions Medum and Tello and 
the pyramids are religious. The main doctrines Egyp- 
tian religion are positively asserted Medum and the 
inscribed pyramids any later time. Polytheism 
abundant, but there, too, the son the gods, Osiris, who 
had come earth good and been slain the god 
evil, had risen from the dead and become the other world 
the judge living and dead. The beautiful pictures 
Medum show the earliest known Egyptians looking out 
upon their resurrection life. The interior the pyramid 
Unas assures the union the deceased with his god, 
and his joy and power the other world heaven. The 
epitome all Egyptian theology found these earliest 
monuments, which, are told, were, least, long before 
Moses Moses was before Christ. 

Naville’s critical edition the the 


For startling instance ignoring the plain results monumental his- 
tory Egypt and Western Asia, refer the student Cornill, sect. 
the Antiquity Writing among the Hebrews. See also sect. 49. 
never read the twenty-four campaigns the Egyptian army Syria before 
Merenptah, the three hundred and thirty-six Tell-el-Amarna letters, 
that Palestine was under the government Egypt for centuries before Meren- 
ptah? See, same effect, Driver, pp. 34, 83, 90, 

three volumes. Berlin, 1885-86. 

VOL. NO. 199. 
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founded seventy-seven MSS., all prior the Exodus, 
scientific proof the care exercised even heathen 
Egyptians the preservation their sacred texts, though 
these texts had little logical connection with each 
other. The same laws which govern the textual criticism 
the New Testament are found govern the textual criticism 
and handy assumptions utter carelessness, frequent wil- 
ful interpolations, intentional sacred texts, are 
proven baseless against the heathen they are against 
the Christian copyists. Carelessness there is, all human 
work; interpolations there are, coming from the margin 
otherwise, but they are the interest preserving the text 
and not the interest fraud. chapter the 
the Dead” was dearer the Egyptian than the seven- 
none more commented on. Renouf says: 
must sufficient here give the earliest forms known 
the text and the first commentaries. These are printed 
[by Renouf] characters which show the difference between 
text and later additions; all which, must remem- 
bered, are extreme antiquity—some two thousand years 
before any probable date Not only the MSS., 
but the monuments, prove the accuracy the transmission 
sacred texts from the pyramid Unas the Deir-el-Ba- 
hari Hatasu, e., for seventeen hundred years before the 
Erman says: literature was made 
epoch that lies almost beyond our historical knowledge, and 
later times did more than pass on.” And Naville him- 
self tells us, was not slow fruit the develop- 
ment Egypt, but goes back the first And 
their literature they were well aware the difference 
between accurate and inaccurate copy. 

Weare told all these authorities, Erman, 
that, the time when the oldest monuments now extant 
Proceedings the Society Biblical Archzology, June, 1892. 

Maspero, Rec. Travaux, Vol. iii. 
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were erected, the Egyptians were people high civiliza- 
tion: they had complete system writing, literature, 
highly developed art, and well-ordered and Lep- 
sius, that before 3000 found people highly 
instructed all the arts peace; state completely organ- 
ized; hierarchy, firmly founded, minutely divided, and 
organized even the smallest external matters; 
sally diffused system writing, and the common use 
papyrus; short civilization which all essential points 
has already attained its full maturity, and only sharp 
investigation the further development some directions 
This civilization was not mere externals, 
but illustrated comprehension and teaching ethics 
superior anything find Greece Rome till after the 
time Christ; that Chabas and Renouf tell “the rec- 
ognized Egyptian code morality was very noble and 
refined one. None the Christian virtues forgotten it; 
piety, charity, gentleness, self-command word and action, 
chastity, the protection the weak, benevolence towards the 
humble, deference superiors, respect for property its mi- 
nutest details, all expressed there, and extremely 
good only ethics this high standard, but 
firm. and just laws and obedience them are asserted 
the safeguard the state. 

entire accord with the foregoing, all who have 
studied the art the earliest ages Egypt and Babylonia 
assert that art had reached its master-pieces those days. 
Perrot and Chipiez, Soldi, Blanc, Brugsch, Maspero, Wiede- 
mann, Fergusson, Petrie, Mariette, Ebers, Lenormant, 
Renouf, Rhoné,—all agree that, “the more ancient their 
works, the more beautiful they artistic pro- 
duction those days picture, writing, sculpture bears 
the stamp the highest perfection art.” And the same 
holds good Babylonia. 


1See Comptes Rendus. Académie des Inscriptions Belles-Lettres 
(Sept.-Oct., 1892), pp. 340-349. 
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Maspero, Meyer, Erman, Brugsch, tell that the 
eastern coast the Mediterranean, which Palestine forms 
third part, was always during historic time the natural and 
necessary Asiatic and western commerce. 
stood the same plane civilization Babylonia and 
Egypt, and was bound them constant commerce. 
was thoroughly known all its parts and inhabitants the 
governments both Its art was refined 
that Egypt, and its productions were the prizes com- 
merce the royal treasuries. The land was densely 
inhabited, and all the strategic points were strongly fortified. 
There was unceasing coming and going between Asia and 
Egypt, through Palestine, royal embassies, travellers, 
the bearers commerce, troops the dominant suze- 
rain. 

Now whether these results are true not, they are the 
unanimous teaching historical scholars the first rank, 
that account alone they should considered, but 
are not, these writers who also profess historical 
critics contemporaneous history. But these results 
are true, the monuments prove, what ground can these 
critics justify their complete silence and exclusion all this 
testimony the conditioning environment the Old Testa- 
ment? Old Testament can longer fairly treated 
under conceptions history which are antiquated and denied 
the monuments every museum Europe. The new view 
ancient history must come and made part the 
problem. And when that occurs, the foundations the the- 
ory these Introductions will pass away with the rushing 
stream, sand with the flood. 

these results Assyriology and Egyptology are true, 
then what shall said the Hebrews and the Old Tes- 
tament represented these Introductions? Were they 
not far below the surrounding contemporaneous heathen- 
ism civilization, development language, religion, morals, 
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care for their sacred texts? Undoubtedly they were. They 
were Semites, but while, history elsewhere proves, the 
brightest and best all their family nations, these Intro- 
ductions would make them appear, view their known 
environment, lag thousands years behind the other 
Semitic nations. Then the common-sense conclusion would 
that far better study and follow heathen Egypt 
religion and morals than follow Abraham and the Old 
Testament. 

these results Egyptology and Assyriology are true, 
these scholars believe, then there far greater reason for 
placing the composition the Pentateuch the classic age 
than the age the decline and abasement Western Asi- 
atic and Egyptian literature. Both Driver and Cornill imag- 
ine state society and religion before the age David 
that blank contradiction the facts shown the mon- 
uments. Without this purely imaginary society and relig- 
ion their theory could have basis. the Pentateuch 
written the most classic Hebrew, the Psalms and Proph- 
ets, the Old Testament have it, was large extent 
written, edited, and issued only from 650 160 C., then the 
miracle its appearance still greater than earlier dates, 
for the decadence all Western Asiatic and Egyptian litera- 
ture was full course. The literary sceptre had long passed 
from Asiatic Greek hands. And analogies 
environment there reason why the Pentateuch 
should not have been composed 1400 C., there also 
reason why the principal actor the history should not 
have been its historian. When have document claim- 
ing narrate contemporary history apparent 
asserted author, are told those who write historical 
method that must tested the following questions: 
(1) Was the apparent contemporary? (2) Washea 
participant eye-witness the events? (3) What was the 
author’s ability observe and conceive, his education, his 
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understanding the matters related, his position life, the 
theme and form his narratives, his tendency and party? 
(4) Does the author show his writings and his acts that 
prefers truth above all things? (5) Are there any reasons 
why should deceive?! 

Now the Pentateuch can efface from 
the noble character Moses. If, then, the Pentateuch 
fitting literary environment only the age Moses, 
are not all these questions best answered the character 
Moses, his education, understanding, position life and 
relation the events? Are there any reasons conceivable 
why should deceive? 

This criticism lays claim advance all previous 
criticism being pre-eminently psychological, that is, con- 
sonant with the known laws the mind, and these laws 
claims investigate the phenomena the Old Testament 
and reach its results. objection offered assump- 
tions this sort, for are far more concerned with undoubted 
facts for which this psychological criticism offers expla- 
nation. Among all educated all centuries the crea- 
tion literature unique, noble, self-sacrificing human 
characters ruled the highest ideals faith, hope, and love, 
human many weakness, yet conquerors themselves 
struggle, the supreme stamp that inexplicable 
power call genius. Not one these great creations 
the human mind has been composite origin, any more 
than the works Praxiteles Angelo Rubens were the 
composite construction many minds and hands ages far 
separated. Hamlet and Lear sprang from one mighty brain, 
not from symposium mediocrities spread over four hun- 
dred years. 

Among the greatest characters the world’s literature, 
who live from age age, and excite the veneration all 
who know them, are Abraham, Joseph, Moses. They are 

Bernheim, Hist. Methode (1889), 345 ff. 
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our brothers their weaknesses, for they are human, but 
they are our noble examples the virtues that 
character, and none them has had second the world’s 
history. put away every other consideration this lit- 
erature than its human. side, and ask credible that 


these creations literature, that rise above others the 


Himalayas above the hills, were the exceptions the work 
genius, the slow accretions many hands through many 
ages? Are “narratives that directly contradict one another,” 
anachronisms, interpolations, poor compilation, numerous 
redactors, and wretched, incomprehensible editing 
the whole,” sufficient account for the majestic character 
Abraham that rises from the narrative clear every 
reader? How does happen that narrative, contorted 
and false, pattered everywhere with the daubs incompe- 
tent hands, gives us, firm the everlasting hills veined with 
precious metals and jewels, and covered with the abundant, 
tender harvest the sun, the character Joseph 

and and with Kuenen’s additional fifteen and 
Wellhausen’s additional nineteen redactors, editing, re-editing, 
subtracting, adding, misplacing, using sagas, legends, myths, 
traditions, and accommodating them the ideas their 
several periods far apart,—do these furnish any basis for the 
massive, colossal, patient, humane, self-sacrificing character 
Moses? Not until see ant heap become granite 
mountain can believe the psychology that sees such 
composition sufficient explanation for the creation 
these characters. 

the contrary, these characters they rise from the 
narratives, prove, was said the Gospels, would require 
Jesus imagine Jesus, that would require more than 
Abraham imagine Abraham, more than Joseph 
paint his alluring portrait, more than Moses draw 
the lines, from the lowly, hidden cradle the splendors 
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Pharaoh’s palaces, the desert exile and Pharaoh, 
opponent equal terms, through the long-drawn sor- 
rows forty years, that unfold the grandest character 
four thousand years the world’s history. No; long 
these characters stamp those pages, all the known laws 
psychology these characters are the guinea stamp minds 
exalted the characters they drew. The only possible 
way recommending the criticism these Introductions 
depreciating these unique characters. The denial miracle, 
the assertion falsehood the narrative, avail; for, 
after all, there the character, and the creation the char- 
acter must explained, cannot explained away. 

this criticism has excluded from its problem the light 
which the sciences Egyptology and Assyriology throw 
the times and environment the Old Testament, also has 
positively excluded the New Testament from giving any wit- 
ness its main problems. The New Testament men- 
tioned Driver’s preface only put aside incompe- 
tent bear testimony. does not mention the wit- 
ness the New Testament the age and authorship 
the books. does seem strange read eight hundred 
pages criticism the Old Testament two Christian 
theological professors and never meet once with mention 
Christ the Holy Spirit the witness the New 
Testament. 

Kuenen, the master mind this school, tells clearly 
why the New Testament not admitted. first gives 
thoroughly fair epitome the New Testament teaching 
the Old Testament’s being the word God spoken 
through the prophets, and that word being, many in- 
stances, exactly fulfilled Christ and others and events 
the apostolic era; and then adds: “Its judgment concerning 
the origin and nature the prophetical expectations and 
their relation the historical reality, may regarded 
diametrically opposed ours.” also adds, what the 
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naked truth, must either cast aside worthless our 
dearly-bought scientific method, must forever cease 
acknowledge the authority the New Testament 
the domain the exegesis the Old. Without hesitation 
choose the latter Professor Strack, Ber- 
lin, also the point bluntly, but all out logical joint: 
“As regards the passages from the New Testament, must 
protest against their use, for the twofold reason, that, 
they prove the Mosaic authorship, all other proofs are super- 
fluous and derogation from the authority our Lord; and 
that the use such proofs removes the whole question from 
the historical and critical The simple, common- 
sense method would examine these passages fairly, 
find out what they assert, and take them part the gen- 
eral investigation. lock them out grounds 
certainly not scientific. Now intelligent student would 
preclude criticism the Old Testament reference the 
New Testament; but they would make the New Testament 
statements factor inthe problem. And they will ask, Can 
that criticism the Old Testament healthy, open-eyed, 
unprejudiced, judicial, which utterly excludes from its con- 
sideration the New, the most important work all the 
Hebrews and separated from the Old Testament less than 
two hundred years, according this criticism? Can that 
criticism historical and judicial which ransacks for proofs 
the pseudographs and apocryphal literature before and after 
Christ, and never sees the New Testament its search? 
Yet this precisely what this criticism does. Where this 
done can justified the only possible ground, that 
Kuenen, that the testimony the New Testament cannot 
trusted. Kuenen also says, effect, that one believes the 
New Testament must believe from its teaching that the Old 
equally the word God. The two Testaments stand 
Prophets, 448. 
Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia, 1791. 
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the same plane, far genuineness, preservation the 
text, and their claims faith are concerned. Driver, 
against Kuenen and all his school, says: same canon 
historical criticism which authorizes the assumption 
tradition the Old Testament, forbids (except within nar- 
rowest limits, some the divergences apparent between 
the parallel narratives the Gospels) the case the New 
Testament.” had also previously remarked, “that while 
the Old Testament, for example, there are instances 
which can have assurance that event was recorded 
until many centuries after its occurrence, the New Testa- 
ment the interval most not more than thirty fifty 
years.” But Kuenen far more exact the results this 


criticism and the present view the majority German 


New Testament critics when puts both Testaments 
the same plane untrustworthiness. ancient times, 
and specifically Israel, the sense historical continuity 
could only preserved the constant compliance the 
part the past with the requirements the present; that 
say, its constant renovation and transformation. This 
may called the law religious historiography. any 
rate dominates the historical writings alike the Israel- 
ites and the early Christians. the three stages the 
development religion Israel, the prophetic, the Deutero- 
nomic, and the priestly, answers threefold conception 
Israel’s history. Again the apostolic and post-apostolic 
age, the the Pauline, and the Alexandrine 
conceptions Christianity followed each other, and not 
unfrequently came into collision; and, accordingly find 
the Gospels picture the Christ, mod- 
result the application the Logos-idea the 
materials, complete transformation and glorification the 
teacher Nazareth the fourth Gospel. is, and 
must be.”! refer students Wendt’s, Harnack’s and 
Modern Review, Oct. 1880, 705. 
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Pfleiderer’s latest criticism the Gospels for proof that lead- 
ing German critics teach not only that there tradition but 
abundance myth and legend the New Testament. The 
two Testaments, then, according the highest authorities 
this school criticism, stand the same plane doubt, 
disorder, and tradition. According them the teachings 
the New Testament concerning the Old are radically erro- 
neous; the Saviour his hundred quotations and references 
the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit Peter (Acts ii.), 
Stephen (Acts vi.), Paul (Acts xiii.; Rom. iv.—v.), and 
Hebrews (xi.), honestly but ignorantly take the airy web 
legend and tradition solid historical ground and encour- 
age seekers after God rest their faith upon it. 

The method this criticism narrow the extreme. 
confined comparing and aggregating the contradic- 
tions appearing each critic within the Old Testament. 
oblivious well-ascertained history parallel with the Old 
Testament. refuses take cognizance the chief 
Hebrew witness outside the Old Testament. offers 
sufficient proofs its main assertions. 
exalts conjectural above severe textual criticism, and carries 
its own tradition and dogma the highest power. Without 
pretence prophecy, the ground the inevitable laws 
the human mind, are sure that broader, fairer, more his- 
torical criticism will come in, and open its eyes, and patiently 
consider every evidence from every source the constitution 
the Old Testament. 

For the past one hundred years specific phases and 
theories rationalistic criticism Germany have each lived 
about twenty-five years. The Graf-Kuenen theory began 
1867. reached its zenith the publication 
Kuenen’s his strongest work, and Well- 
hausen’s Then Wellhausen left his theo- 
logical professorship, because, says, his theological 
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position was “‘polytheism and monotheism together.”! Then 
Kuenen’s lecture-room was less and less attended, until but 
few listened The students who followed Kuenen’s 
views could not find churches toemploy them. Against the 
protest the professors the hated evangelical faith was 
again represented the University Yet Kuenen 
was the real inventor the form criticism presented 
these Introductions, the master mind the whole move- 
ment, Wellhausen his torso, the was 
its most popular delineator. After them there leader, 
none compare with them. Their theory has taken pos- 
session, greater less degree, every Protestant profes- 
sor’s chair Old Testament literature Europe, just 
deistical views had done century before, just Hegel’s 
views had done fifty years ago. But unanimity teaching 
sign stagnation Germany. Already the signs 


abating interest the Old Testament are apparent. The 


extreme attacks now are against the New Testament and 
have been for six years more. These attacks were 
laughed the Graf-Kuenen theory was laughed when 
first appeared. Wendt’s criticism the Gospels the 
same lines that Kuenen, e., develop- 
ment which accounts for all the has 
declared against belief the miraculous birth Christ and 
most the statements the Apostles’ Creed. Germany 
ringing from end end with the noise this battle. 
Pfleiderer takes from the mould the tomb first 
“Life (new edit., 1893), and recommends 
the standard works which are secure perma- 
nent place literature for all for “every individual 
who determines make his way from the bondage 
naive trust authority and tradition into the freedom 

Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia, Vol. iii. 233. 

Jewish Quarterly Review, July 1892, 597. 

Rev. Theol. Philos., 1889, 612. 
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mature thought, must pass through precisely that stage 
thorough-going, logical, negative criticism which repre- 
sented Strauss’s work unique believes 
that miraculous narratives the Gospels are myth and 
not fears lest old doctrine miracles may 
re-admitted into Lives hence, “In this danger 
appears the necessity for the continued prosecution the 
negative work and newer psychological 
The New Testament has been, and be, 
attacked the same lines the Old Testament has been 
attacked Kuenen. The fight for the next few years 
around that centre, and, when returns the Old Tes- 
tament, though the same principles will direct, the method 
this criticism will vastly changed. England and Amer- 
ica are experiencing the waves storm that has now lost 
its power the German ocean. Some strong and some 
frail barks may caught cross-sea and lost these 
swells, but there not the slightest danger that our working 
evangelical churches will affected these contentions, 
for they will not understand interested them more 
than they are interested the last treatises the discovery 
Lemuria whether Bacon wrote Shakespeare. 

There another and better school Old Testament 
criticism. It, too, pre-eminently psychological, and its 
psychology begins, where the truest science begins, the 
consciousness each individual. They know that they have 
sinned and sin against God; that their sin deserves the 
wrath and punishment the holy and just God. They have 
heard that loved the world, that gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth him should not 
perish, but have eternal they have believed Christ 
the only and absolute Saviour, and through him have 
found pardon and peace with God. They know, from their 


the exact character the deistical psychology, see Pfleiderer 
Essence Christianity,’’ the New World, Sept., 1892. 
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own experience and from the witness the Bible, and both 
corroborated them the experience multitudes 
through the centuries, that Christ, their Saviour, God. 
All that they are except their sin, all that they hope be, 
they know that they owe the infinite love and the free gift 
Christ, their God. With this experience and certain 
knowledge, the outgrowth experience, they have found 
the whole Bible instinct with the love God them, 
fountain life-giving strength their souls. There are 
many questions about the Bible which they cannot answer, 
many discrepancies which they cannot harmonize. They are 
not quick pronounce these errors, for the common-sense 
reason that order detect positive errors one must know 
both sides and all the circumstances, and these they not 
know. Reverence, love and gratitude Christ, who, they 
believe, created all things, who alone reveals God, and who 
the final judge all men and all teaching, cause them 
ask first all, What does Christ teach? trust Christ for 
pardon sin, and for acceptance with God, and then 
refuse hear him when teaches lesser points; 
believe him God, and then exclude him from testifying about 
the Bible, would be, men this belief, treason and hypoc- 
risy deepest dye. What Christ plainly teaches about the 
Bible came fulfil and explain, the Old Testament, 
about the Bible came give, the New Testament, 
men this belief, the norm all truth about the Bible. 
With this standard they forth explore all recesses, seek 
uncover all darkness, bring the light day all facts, 
acknowledge the deep abysses their remaining ignorance, 
and work hope gaining more light and knowledge. 

Before Jesus Christ, the final Judge, all theories, all 
criticism, all teachings, concerning his word must brought. 
Only his decision will end all controversies. 
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ARTICLE 


RESURRECTION AND FINAL JUDGMENT. 


[Concluded from Vol. xlix. 


THE THIRD CHAPTER SECOND PETER. 


THIS chapter confidently appealed against the 
doctrines set forth these pages. But mind 
most decidedly otherwise; and beg call the reader’s at- 
tention three 

that the events which the apostle speaks 
future are most emphatically represented being 
the future; that those whom was writing, were 
personally interested and concerned them. There 
feeling the whole style the chapter. The 
air which the writer breathes full oxygen. one can 
read the passage the original, any translation, with- 
out being impressed with the urgency it. Something 
should done, and done now, and done the very per- 
sons whom was writing, get ready for events which 
were just hand. has the atmosphere military en- 
campment, amid the blare trumpets, calling battle 
array, with the enemy sight and coming double 
quick. “stirs up” (ver. their minds vigorously. His 
appeal all fire: “Seeing that all these things are about 
holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hastening 

unto the coming the day 
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Now, bearing mind that the date this writing the 
year 66; that, more than thirty years before, the Master had 
said, some you standing here who shall not taste 
death till they Son man coming kingdom;” 
remembering that Peter had heard him say this, and had also 
heard him say those other words terrible import: 
sun shall darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 
and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers the 
heavens shall and then shall all the tribes 
the land mourn,” adding the same breath: say 
unto you, This generation shall not pass away till all these 
things shall accomplished,’—it not strange that the 
soul the apostle should charged with the electric fire. 
The fulfilment was already beginning. The mourning the 
tribes was even now swelling deep undertone, and was 
ready break out into wail such there had not been 
heard since the world began; no, nor ever should heard 
again. 

With this understanding it, the passage entirely in- 
telligible. But, the theory that the apostle was writing 
things yet two thousand years the future, quite im- 
possible understand it. Just imagine, for moment, that 
Peter saying his readers (or better his hearers, for 
doubt all these epistles were written read the people 
their assemblies): this world one day 
burned up! Not your day mine; not thousand 
years! Not hundred years! But some day 
burned up! Seeing, then, that all these things shall, 
two thousand years hence, later, dissolved, what man- 
ner persons ought who are now living, all 
holy conversation and godliness; looking for and hasting un- 
the coming the day God, wherein the heavens, being 
fire, shall dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat—two thousand years 

Such juxtaposition ideas—such basing fervid 
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appeal present Christian life and action remote 
event the history the physical globe, would absurd 
that seems irreverent even hypothecate it! The apostle 
was never guilty such preposterous preaching 
man outside mad-house would expected put 
things together such fashion! Yet just that was what 
Peter did: 

Ifhe appealed them view events which 
supposed hand, but which were yet many centuries 
distant—what, that case, becomes his being inspired 
teacher? were more than eighteen hun- 
dred years, the the events which foretells, 
what ground confidence have left that might not 
have been mistaken the occurrence the events all? 

Why critics the April number this Quarter- 
for 1891, hold the belief the literal burning this 
world, except that Peter and others the New Testament 
writers (as they understand them) declare? Yet Peter’s 
prophetic gift was not adequate save him from error 
more than eighteen centuries the when this 
catastrophe should take place, what ground faith left us, 
either his prophetic gift, any divine inspiration what- 
ever? 

The preachers fifty years ago who went everywhere 
declaring that the end the world was 1843, lost 
their hold upon the people when smiled upon 
world not yet ashes. They ought have Those 
other preachers, thirty and thirty-five years ago, who placed 
the date this catastrophe 1866, had more any power 
with their hearers when the year passed and their predictions 
had failed. This was inevitable. And the good brethren 
and learned doctors who tell that the apostles were all 
mistaken about the the coming Christ and the end 
the world, may not know it,—they certainly not in- 


490 Resurrection and Final Fudgment. [July, 


tend it,—but just certainly they are fact destroying the 
very foundations all faith apostolic teaching; and in- 
deed the prophetic teachings Christ And yet, 
those predictions have not already been fulfilled, there 
other possible conclusion. For not know passage 
Scripture quoted prove the yet future personal coming 
Christ, that was not spoken, the time, event then 
near hand—within the lifetime the generation then up- 
the earth. have just read long discourse, upon this 
subject, which the learned and eloquent preacher quotes 
from the words Christ and the apostles sixteen passages 
prove Christ’s second coming still the future and 
near hand; and find that the immediate context 
every one these passages most clear and unequivocal 
they were spoken event events just about 
take place then. 

The quotation upon this subject has 
more than once reminded little bit personal ex- 
perience—an experience fitting the case, that trust 
shall pardoned for introducing parable into this 
stately Quarterly. Coming home one evening with letter 
hand, said family, all whom were healthful 
mood for harmless practical joke (the younger members 
the household had retired): have letter from sister 
Would hear sentence two?” “Yes; yes; 
hear! read: expecting come you next 
good! meet her the cried one. 
from college see shouted third. good!” 
One the company this point quietly asked: ‘What 
the date your letter?” quietly said: “It only 
twenty-two years since was was 
well for make speedy escape from that room! And 
yet who has not heard, time without number, such passages 
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coming Christ was now expected very soon? Words 
uttered more than eighteen hundred years ago,—and, ever 
they were worthy belief, must have been fulfilled more than 
that they were just spoken from heaven! 
But for the good intention those who are guilty this 
what else could called but con- 
summate trifling with the word knew that was, 
for the moment, trifling with sister’s old letter; but did 
for moral purpose, and illustrate and enforce princi- 
ple interpretation that was important learn; namely, 
that disconnected sentence, taken from any document, may 
make very false impression. This is, perhaps, the most 
common and the most hurtful all fallacies the interpre- 
tation the Sacred Scriptures. 

The third thing wish say this: that upon the 
hypothesis that this chapter referred events then close 
hand,—the record which authentic history,—there 
not form speech that was not justified the laws 
language which Peter and all his readers 
were thoroughiy accustomed. 

Suppose Peter had written thus: ‘Beloved, the day 
the Lord will come thief the night, the which all 
the host heaven shall dissolved, and the heavens shall 
rolled together scroll. The streams the earth 
shall turned into pitch, and its dust into brimstone. The 
earth shall become burning pitch. shall not quenched 
day nor night; the smoke thereof shall sup- 
pose the apostle had written that,—how eloquent men might 
have become showing that such language was too plain 
things! The host heaven was form 
words could more emphatic setting forth the abso- 
lute closing ofthe material And then how plain- 
the language reference the earth must imply its utter 
destruction, and nothing short it! graphic! ex- 
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detailed! The streams turned into pitch! The 
dust into brimstone! The earth itself become burning pitch! 
And the smoke the destroying fires forever!” 

Those who should question the literal interpretation 
such unmistakable forms speech would chided for their 
unbelief, and warned against the doom those who take 
away from the words the book! 

Every reader will admit that the substitution the 
words which have hypothecated place the tenth verse 
this third chapter would increase, and not diminish, its in- 
tensity—would make the destruction the earth more abso- 
lutely certain, and not less so. And yet have but copied, 
word for word, the prophecy Isaiah respecting Edom, in- 
stead that Peter which understood mean the end 
all Assuming that Peter’s prophecy was the 
calamities that came Palestine, (as have doubt 
was,) even then not any means highly colored 
stand why, for although all the prophecies the New Tes- 
tament, like those the Old, deal strong imagery, yet 
each one, endowed with the gift prophecy, has still his 
own personal characteristics. Had Isaiah, instead Peter, 
been the seer Palestine’s desolation, the picture had been 
still more highly colored than Peter’s hand has made them. 
The calamities that befell the land Israel the seventh 
decade the first century undoubtedly far surpassed those 
Edom, predicted the son Amoz. 

There not word this third chapter Peter that 
ever suggested those who read, heard Peter’s 
lifetime John’s, any thought the literal destruction 
the heavens and the earth. All their lives they had read 
from Isaiah about the sun and the moon and the stars and 
the constellations being darkened, when was merely the 
desolation Babylon that was meant it. They had 
heard times without number that all the host heaven 
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should dissolved, and the heavens should rolled to- 
gether scroll, and all their host should fade away; and 
that the streams the earth were turned into pitch, 
and the dust thereof into brimstone, and the earth was be- 
come burning quenched neither night nor day, 
but the smoke was forever, when they knew that 
this was only the rhetoric which the desolation Idumza 
was clothed. They had listened Ezekiel similar strains, 
when was the king Egypt that was overthrown, 
and when Peter had employed similar forms speech— 
though lower key, for fisherman, and not 
poet—in prophesying the terrible times that filled the 
years from the very date this Epistle the final over- 
throw Jerusalem, those who passed through the agonies 
that unparallelled epoch never thought charging Peter 
with overdrawing the picture, but only said, Isaiah 
had done it, with what flashes lightning would have 
set all the heavens ablaze!” 


THE MEANING COR. XV. SHALL NOT ALL 

Naturally very great stress laid upon this passage 
discredit the views which were set forth last 
The implied statement is: shall sleep, and some 
shall not; but shall all changed.” 

come once challenge the correctness our ac- 
cepted translation. The Greek reads: 
beyond all question, translated: shall 
sleep; but shall all changed.” 

this point having vital bearing the whole 
subject before us, shall pardoned for presenting the ar- 
gument somewhat fully. And contend for the amended 

Bibliotheca Sacra, Vol. xlix. pp. 
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From the general law laid down all Greek 
scholars the force and effect the negative which 
here found. The law thus stated Liddell and Scott: 
“ov generally put immediately before the word which 

this general law they mention few exceptions, 
follows: (1) poetry the position often more free; (2) 
sometimes emphatically the end the clause; (3) 
clauses opposed and often thrown the end; 
(4) sometimes stands the first clause after will 
seen once, inspection the passage before us, 
that not one these exceptions can apply. The general 
rule, therefore, holds good. According this rule, the 
should made negative the verb that follows it; not the 
that precedes it, our English translation makes 
do. Paul placing the where does, affirms the 
slecping all, equivalent our saying, shall 
Our accepted version could only justified 
Greek text which the should stand before the 
and know such text. Certainly neither our ver- 
sions pretends have been made from such one. 

that this change should made upon the 
authority all the learned gentlemen who 
for the accepted version 1611, and the equally learned 
gentlemen who made the revised version 1881; inasmuch 
they have translated every other similar passage the 
New Testament manner similar that which claim 
for this. Ofthese find twenty-six follows,— 


Matt. xxiv. 22, those days had been shortened, flesh would 
have 


will forbear burdening page with the quotation the 
Greek, and leave scholarly reader turn his Greek 
Testament, and discover that, literally translated, would 


Liddell and Scott’s Lexicon edition,) 1088, col. 
near the bottom, letter 
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read, flesh shall not saved. But the negative stand- 
ing just before the verb the verb; asserting the 
being saved all flesh. The translation ‘‘no flesh would 
have been is, therefore, correct beyond dispute. 
Translating similarly the passage before us, would read, 


Mark vii. the Jews eat etc., none the Jews eat, 
ver. 18, from without can defile 

Luke 37, God nothing shall xii. 10, word 
spoken against the Holy Spirit shall 

John iii. 16, believeth him shall not perish;’’ xii. 46, 
believeth shall not abide darkness.” 

Acts 14, have never eaten anything common xi. 
common unclean hath any time entered into 

iii. 20, flesh shall justified;’’ xii. members have not 
the same all members have their peculiar office. The negative 
applies the word 

Cor. 29, flesh should glory before 

Gal. ii, 16, the works the law shall flesh 

Eph. iv. 29, corrupt speech proceed out your 
fornicator hath any inheritance the kingdom Christ.’’ 

Heb. xii. 11, chastening for the present joyous.’’ 

John ii. 21, lie the truth;’’ iii. Whosoever sinneth hath 
not known ver. born God sinneth ver. 10, 
doeth not righteousness not righteous;’’ ver. 15, murder- 
hath eternal 18, Whosoever born God sinneth 

Rev. xviii. 22, craftsman shall found any more thee;’’ xxi. 27, 
shall wise enter into any thing that defileth;” xxii. 
shall curse any 


Whoever will examine the Greek original these 
twenty-six passages will find that the construction sub- 
stantially the same Cor. xv. 51. They are the only 
passages the kind which have noticed the New Testa- 
ment. The translation, both the old version and the new, 
the form universal negative. Translating the pas- 
sage before similar manner, would read, 
shall there any reason why this alone should 
made exception? know none. 
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upon the authority the translators both the old and 
new versions, inasmuch every other case where they 
have given similar translation they have different 
Greek text the basis ofit. this sort quote follows: 

Matt. xix. 11, all men can receive this saying.” 

John xiii. are clean, but not ver. are not all 
ver. 18, speak not you 

Rom. ix. are not all Israel;’’ 16, ‘‘They have not all obeyed 
the 

Cor. vi. 12, all things are viii. ‘‘There not all 
men that (same Cor. vi. 12); ver. 23, all things 
edify;’’ xv. 39, all flesh the same 

Thess. iii. all men have 

Heb. ii. yet all things put under iii. 16, all that 
came out 

John iv. “Believe not every 

these various instances (and there are others like 
them) which the negative applied the word in- 
variably the negative stands The passage 
Cor. xv. the only one which they have applied the 
negative the word which the negative stands 
after. there any reason for this variation? know 
none. version shall not all the true 
one, absolutely the only one the kind which the 
translators themselves have found. appears that they 
have hemmed themselves all sides. More than forty 
cases there are which the negative occurs the same 
clause with every other case, except this, where 
they find the same Greek, they translate differently: and 
every other case which they translate similarly, find 
different Greek. Can the case stronger? 

Yes: even more conclusive than all this the fact 
that the translators have other instance their entire 
translation the Greek Testament varied from the rule laid 
down Liddell and Scott. not had hand full 
concordance the Greek Testament. have read the 
Testament through carefully—marking every 
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which the negative any its forms used. 
have made omissions miscounts, the following the re- 
sult: The Gospel Matthew contains this negative 215 
times; Mark, 126; Luke, 181; John, 291; Acts, 116; Paul’s 
Epistles (including Hebrews), 540; the other Epistles, from 
James Jude, 97; the Apocalypse, 87. all, 1653. 
one case (Rev. xviii. 11) the negative stands the end 
the clause, giving special emphasis, according the sec- 
ond the exceptions mentioned Liddell and Scott. 
all the other one thousand six hundred and fifty-two cases 
both the accepted version and the revised agree applying 
the negative the word that follows it, excepting only 

think there never was plainer case mistranslation 
than this. translation that violates the laws the Greek 
language, laid down all Greek scholars—laws which 
the translators themselves recognize, and which they con- 
form one thousand six hundred and fifty-two out one 
thousand six hundred and fifty-three mis- 
take. learned critics the April number this Quar- 
terly (both whom refer this passage fatal objec- 
tion views) may possibly find the amplest exercise for 
their vigorous muscle defending our accepted version. 
think that they will find that, beyond all shadow doubt, 
the passage ought translated, shall sleep: 
but shall all changed, moment, the twinkling 
Thus this passage, instead being tower 
strength for the defence the commonly accepted views, 
seems impregnable battery for their over- 
throw. The very thing which Paul here states that 
Christian really dies: but that, the very moment death, 
changed instantly. last trump” closes the 
life—not the history this planet. this moment 
that the dead are raised incorruptible. this moment the 
corruptible puts incorruption, and the mortal puts im- 
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mortality. this moment that death swallowed 
victory. this very instant that the conquering be- 
liever shouts, death, where thy grave, where 
thy victory?” not called wait till this globe 
destroyed some time the indefinite future—it may 
million years hence: may never! 

This, the only possible translation Cor. xv. 51— 
which have just this moment, since writing the last para- 
graph, found the learned Meyer admits—makes glorious 
harmony the whole chapter which stands. Meyer’s 
Commentary the only one have hand. But have 
not cared examine commentaries. After reaching con- 
clusion that commentaries could either strengthen 
weaken, opened Meyer, more matter curiosity than 
anything else. And find that, after alluding the various 
attempts justify our accepted version, calls them 
shifts, contrary the construction, without proof prece- 
dent.” 

Nothing can plainer. know law Greek in- 
terpretation more absolute than the one have quoted from 
Liddell and Scott. Paul was not ignorant this law. Five 
hundred and forty times (if wrote the Epistle the He- 
brews) uses this same negative:—in every case (our trans- 
lators both old and new versions themselves being the 
judges) making apply the word following, with the 
single exception before us. was not necessary ask Paul, 
knew how speak it: knew how write it. This Epistle 
was addressed church established Greek city. 
less than hundred and sixty-one times does use this 
same negative this same Epistle—in every other case ap- 
plying (as our translators admit) according the rule; 
namely, the word following it. meant this case 
apply the word going before, how could his readers 
Corinth know that fact? There cannot any doubt 


q 
i) 
| 
q 
4 
H 


1893.] Resurrection and Final Fudgment. 499 


that was understood the brethren Corinth say, 
shall Greeks, they could not pos- 
sibly have understood him mean anything else. 

And all the New Testament writers knew where place 
this negative. They all used it:—used the aggregate 
more than sixteen hundred times. And never once (our 
learned translators being judges) did one them make 
mistake—excepting only Paul, the most scholarly them 
And only once: but that, unfortunately, was writ- 
ing church Greece! 


RESURRECTION NOT TYPE OURS. 


Many have the impression that the Bible teaches that 
is. teaches nothing the sort. Onthe contrary, most 
distinctly affirms things which imply the contrary. Paul 
says, regard our resurrection, that the natural body 
ual But, the other hand, Christ’s resurrection was 
ofthe natural body. That was according the prophecy: 
his flesh was not see corruption—so soon was 
raised after burial. There was infinitely important object 
attained the resurrection his natural body. 
was thus that was declared the Son God with 
power (Rom.i. the very test which Christ him- 
self gave when was asked what authority did cer- 
tain things (Johnii. 18-22). Had there been any failure up- 
this point, his whole mission had failed. Paul reasons 
most cogently Cor. xv. The disciples must act- 
ually see him and touch him. They went his tomb, and 
found The natural body had gone. They after- 
wards met him person; ate and drank with him; saw 
him eat and drink. For the space forty days they could 
testify having seen him,—not his spiritual body, but his 
natural body. They were challenged put the test, 
spirit hath not flesh and bones, see have” (Luke 
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xxiv. 39). That was the manner resurrection, and 
with good reasons for it. senses must have con- 
vincing proof. Even sceptical Thomas must convinced 
handling the natural body his risen Lord. 

But that the way with resurrection? man- 
ner means. Paul, answer the supposed question 
some interlocutor, what manner body they come 
forth?” says most explicitly: sown corruption; 
sown natural body; raised aspiritual cannot 
conceive possible deny more explicitly and emphatically 
the doctrine the natural body, than Paul 
has done the various forms speech which uses 
this chapter. sowest not the body which shall be,” 
when thou sowest grain. the resurrection the 
dead. goes down corruptible body; comes in- 
corruptible body. goes down dishonor; comes 
glory. goes down weakness; comes power. 
ual body. body any dead and buried saint 
yet raised, then Paul was mistaken! 

Then, following this, goes right say: 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom God”’; 
had said, conceivable use would raise the nat- 
the Philippians, tells farther that our vile body 
changed, that may made like unto body. 
here that find the likeness between and Christ—not 
that his resurrection the type ours; but 
body the ours. asks, (as correspondent 
has done,) Christ’s natural body was changed into his 
spiritual body, have only reply that know nothing 
about it; for have been told nothing. The same inquiry 

might made respecting Enoch and Elijah, and the same 
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answer must given. One thing know,—because 
are told that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
God, neither can corruption inherit incorruption,—that 
Christ’s natural body was some time laid aside, and his 
glorious body taken on. But when, are not told. 

our own change, know more, because have 
been told more—namely, ¢hat occurs death, and occurs 


MEANING “CHRIST THE FIRST-FRUITS,” ETC. 


The passage xv. 20) which speaks Christ 
“the first-fruits them that are deemed many 
conclusive against the views which have set forth 
sight itseems so. But upon closer study may ap- 
pear otherwise. present the matter briefly lies 
own mind. 

That this form speech was intended set forth 
that Christ was the first person who had ever passed through 
the resurrection opposed the teachings Christ him- 
self, who his discourse the Sadducees expressly said: 
that the dead are [not shall even 
Moses showed the bush when called the Lord the God 
Abraham, and the God Isaac, and the God Jacob. 
For not the God the dead, but 
said this not incidentally, but when directly explaining and 
defending the resurrection the dead, and illustrating from 
the case the patriarchs who had been raised from the dead 
when Moses stood the bush. (See Luke xx. 

still insisted that nothing less than the res- 
urrection the natural body from the dead can meant, 
then enough say that Christ was the first person 
that rose from the dead this sense; evident from the 
gospel history. When John sent certain his disciples 
Jesus inquire, thou that should come, look 
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for another?” said them: “Go, tell John what things 
have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, and 
dead are besides, have the detailed his- 
tory the raising from the dead the widow’s son Nain, 
Jairus’s daughter, and Lazarus, Bethany. 

Christ was not then, any sense, the first person who 
had been raised from the dead. Some other meaning, there- 
fore, must attached the expression first-fruits 

The term does not necessarily mean 
first order time, but may mean first order quality. 
This infer from such passage Deut. xv. which 
after requiring that all the firstling males the herd and 
the flock should offered unto the Lord, goes say: 
blind, have any ill blemish whatever, thou shalt not sacri- 
fice unto the Lord thy God. The first-fruits that were 
way eminence must highest excellence. 
Christ may thus spoken “the first-fruits them 
that being the first person who had exper- 
ienced resurrection, certainly was not, but being 
the one utterly without spot blemish. other being 
such rank had ever passed through the gates death. 

This view supported the word which 
translated the next sentence: his own 
order: Christ the etc. The word does not 
mean order time, succession, but order rank. 
one those words used only once the Greek Testa- 
ment. there are parallel passages referred 
illustration. But whoever will the trouble ex- 
amining any Greek Lexicon will find that abund- 
antly supported this view. And, moreover, reference 
had the Greek Testament such passages Luke 
“It seemed good write unto thee Acts 
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xi. “Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and 
expounded order unto them; Acts xviii. 23: 
went through the region Galatia and Phrygia 
will found that very different Greek text lays the foun- 
dation for this translation. not then asserted that 
Christ was first order time, but first order rank. 

Once more: this exegesis strengthened the 
words that come immediately after those that have quoted 
above. The reads: man his own rank; 
Christ the most exalted; next him those that are Christ’s 
his understand it. For everywhere the 
same thing brought out: that there were troublous 
times that generation; such had never been before, and 
never should again:—such tribulation and affliction and 
persecution, that, unless the days were shortened, flesh 
should saved. False Christs and false prophets also were 
arise, that the very elect, were possible, should 
deceived. They were exhorted take heed that man 
should deceive them; give diligence make their calling 
and election sure. And they were repeatedly assured that 
such conquered should receive reward glory and hon- 
commensurate with the fiery trials through which they 
were pass. hundred and forty and four thousand 
Israel’s faithful were sealed, and multitude that 
man could number other kindreds and tribes; and when 
concerning them all should asked: are these who 
are arrayed white robes, and whence came they was 
answered: “These are they who came out great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them 
white the blood the Next dignity Christ 
himself were those who should endure such great 
fight affliction and temptation, and this strain 
spoke Christ himself; this wrote Peter, and John and Paul. 

believe this the true interpretation this pas- 
sage. alone falls with the well-known facts; harmon- 
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izes with the many declarations that the coming Christ 
was that generation, and that was accom- 
panied with unparallelled tribulations. harmonizes, 
have already seen, with other teachings this same chapter 
which have been obscured and misrepresented erroneous 
translation. 


MEANING “THE LAST “LAST DAYS.” 

Much stress laid the use the various expressions 
“the last day,” last time,” last days,” prov- 
ing that the world come end; and that the 
time the destruction this material globe, the final judg- 
ment take place. 

Now goes without saying that these forms express- 
ion not themselves settle the matter. There was 
end the Old Dispensation; there also the last 
day every man’s life. fair question for investiga- 
tion, therefore, whether these forms speech should 
referred some event yet the future, which may 
question settled examination the various pas- 
sages which the words are used, and the thorough 
study the connection which they stand. 

Proceeding with such investigation, find that, 
Acts ii. 17, Peter quotes from the prophet Joel these words: 
shall come pass days, saith God, will pour 
out spirit upon all flesh. And will show wonders 
heaven above, and signs the earth beneath; blood, and fire, 
and vapor smoke. The sun shall turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day 
the Lord telling his hearers distinctly, that they 
were then realizing the that prophecy. (Acts 
ii. 16.) were “the last days.” 

Tim. iii. Paul speaks the perilous times com- 


-ing the last days,’ and proceeds exhort Timothy 
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ready for them such way manifestly indicate that 
was encounter them, and that, too, before long. 

Heb. says: hath these days spoken un- 
Greek text. The Revised Version translates from the revised 
Greek text: last these but with substan- 
tial change meaning. 

Jas. have heaped treasure together for the last 
the last Both forms expres- 
sion imply that those days were the last days. 

Pet. iii. alludes scoffers that come the 
last though they were then living, and the people 
whom was writing needed their guard against 
them. 

John ii. says: “It the last time; and have 
heard that Antichrist shall come, even now are there many 
Antichrists; whereby know that the last 

understand all these words have been written before 
the year This will readily conceded, except perhaps 
the case John. the date his Epistle, there 
difference opinion; but think the strength the argu- 
ment most decidedly favor the view that was writ- 
ten before the destruction Jerusalem. 

Besides these seven examples the use these words 
referring apostolic times, there are six other passages 
which the expressions “the last and “the last 
are used; and think that critical study will show that 
are used with reference end human life; and not 
all referring the end this material globe. rea- 
sons are:— 

Bible, has already been most conclusively shown, always 

VOL, NO. 199. 


q 
\ 
q 


506 Resurrection and Final Fudgment. [July, 


means the end the and not the end ofthe cosmos. And 
what Peter says the heavens passing away with great 
noise, and the elements melting with fervent heat, has 
been made too plain for question that such words, and words 
even stronger, and more striking, and more graphic, were 
used Isaiah speaking Babylon and Edom; and that 
Peter’s readers and hearers were accustomed such forms 
speech referring prophetically great national calami- 
ties. They knew that they did not convey the idea the 
end the material globe, and were never intended to. 

Nor there anywhere the Bible form speech 
that, under sound laws interpretation, contains prophecy 
the destruction this globe. That event may sometime 
occur; but the Bible has nothing say about it. There 
certainly nothing science suggest that this planet any- 
where near the end itscareer. The Creator spent millions 
years fitting for human habitation, before human 
soul was created dwell upon it. Were any man sense 
and reason spend ten years building house, the rea- 
sonable presumption would that expected somebody 
molished. When the Bible student becomes dispossessed 
the false notion that the word God predicts the early de- 
struction our globe, will soon have his eyes opened 
discover the fallacy other interpretations which are base- 
less the shadow dream. men only knew that 
million years yet remained for the occupancy the hu- 
man race this planet, they would see how preposterous 
postpone the judgment till the end that time, and 
keep the redeemed out heaven for all that long, long 
period. Now not know that this globe in- 
habited long. But believe most rea- 
son favors it, and science favors it; and clear con- 
viction that the Bible has not word say against it. Up- 
the whole subject silent the grave. This earth 
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but its earliest infancy; and has yet before future 
that man has conceived. 

been led revise old beliefs the question before 
every step has been most vividly exegetical. only 
purpose ascertain the laws interpretation ration- 
ally saith the Every proposi- 
tion must submitted that ordeal. believe that the 
Bible needs only understood, and all questions 
nothing but the truth. And truths, 
whether revealed science the Bible, will never clash. 
come face the passages hand ascertain what 
they mean. And this leads say:— 

plain that the salvation spoken was one re- 
vealed more than eighteen hundred years afterwards. 
was writing Christians who were going through the fires 
persecution. pouring out his very heart thanks- 


giving God that, while they were stripped their 


ty, and robbed life too, there was wazting for them in- 
heritance indestructible, undefiled, fading not away; reserved 
the heavens for those who were kept the power God 
through faith unto salvation revealed the very 
moment the sort oftalk which there 
was power. They were admitted their reward 
once. was for them. The end earth was the 
gateway heaven. they were burned the stake, 
‘it would only chariot fire carry them glory. 
Make out that Peter was saying them that there was 
inheritance awaiting them; and salvation—but would 
thousands years before they would reach it!—and the 
whole brightness not only dimmed, utterly gone. 
Notice, too, that the apostle talks about inheritance 
“in heaven.” Allin Not moiety some 
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other place for many centuries, and salvation still beyond: 
but all for them. Right out the fires 
martyrdom into the very the Are not 
these heroic souls Heaven yet? they reached 
their inheritance? knew nothing about 
their having any inheritance anywhere else. The whole 
was and they would come into posses- 

When Christ says (John xii.48): word that 
have spoken the same shall judge him 
plain mind that the man spoken thus judged, 
has not been all these long ages awaiting his sentence. 
every man appointed once die, and 
after that, his judgment. There nothing 
taught the Bible than that for the deeds done the 
body, that our account given. The last day life 
closes the record—the whole record upon which 
pronounced. God knows all. then, ever, 
fresh the mind the one who has completed it. can- 
not confused with anything the future—for that future 
has not yet been lived. That just the time all times 
for the judgment spoken: that even the condemned 
soul will constrained say: “Just and righteous are thy 
judgments, 

words Christ the sixth chapter John, 
which the term occurs four times, seem 
clear sunlight. When says: the will him 
that sent that every one who seeth the Son, and believeth 
him should have everlasting life; and will raise him 
the last day,” repeating this last clause again and again, 
and inspiration. was—and is. was abolishing 
death stroke! The grave drops out! One step 
from earth heaven—taken moment, the twinkling 
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more likely many 

Imagine Christ saying: will raise him two 
thousand (even the globe should burned 
that time)—how utterly dead the sentence would 
was such thought that that came the souls those 
who heard his gracious words. The whole burden his 
discourse was, ‘‘No death the believer! death! 
DEATH! The last day earth the first day Heaven. 
None you shall sleep! You shall all changed mo- 
the twinkling eye!” 

How have robbed the words Christ and Paul 
their glory our traditions! Whereas ought have 
shouted, death, where thy sting? grave, where 
thy victory?” have all our life been bondage through 
imagining that somehow other the grave still held mort- 
gage upon that had not been cancelled. mistake. 
“Our Saviour Jesus Christ hath death.” And Paul 
tells (in the use the same Greek word) that the last 
enemy abolished death. Put the two together and 
see how much means. enemy abolished 
what the apostle writes Corinth. And 
yet how many have failed reading the fifteenth Corin- 
thians sce that what Paul there teaches that this 
consummation already reached. But put the side 
his words Timothy, and the way-faring man though fool 
need Saviour Jesus Christ abolished death.” 
not thing done the end the world. No! 
thank God! has been done finished work. 
The last enemy that was destroyed has been a/ready 
absolutely That what Paul teaches. 


TALK WITH MARTHA THE RESURRECTION. 


The language Martha is, course, not claimed 
those who refer inspired utterance, any more than 
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what Nicodemus said his conversation with Christ. The 
question is, What does Christ’s part the conversation teach 
Let ponder the words these two three short 
the eleventh John, beginning with verse. 
“Jesus said unto her [Martha]: Thy brother shall rise again. 
Martha saith unto him, know that shall rise again 
the resurrection the last saith unto her, 
the resurrection and the life. that believeth 
though die, yet shall live. And whosoever liveth and 
believeth shall never die. Believest thou What 
the soul and heart this language Christ? This 
what says Martha: talk your brother’s resur- 
rection some far-away time. There better word for 
you, Martha, than that. that believeth not 
calied this long waiting some dreamless sleep. His 
glorious immortal life not postponed some last 
day the end some long, long sweep the ages: 
sooner dies than lives again. but passes through 
the gate that men call death life eternal. Better may 
stepping from the lower life this world the better 
life from which thou That 
poor paraphrase what the said this talk with 
Martha. These “wonderful words our blessed 
Lord furnish little support the doctrine future and 
long postponed resurrection. is, the contrary, exactly 
the resurrection which Paul speaks the passage have 
“None shall die—not one! But 
eye the last trump.” Those that have dreaded that last 
trumpet call meet the last know 
that simply call Infinitely far from being 
summons glory eternal, which the soul 
the believer enters upon once. 


been discussing 
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THE TIME CHRIST’S SECOND COMING. 


view some questions started, and some criticisms 
suggested, the April number 1891, seems proper 
allude this subject once again. 

Twice have Christ’s own prophecy this point. 
not. mean twice recorded. these two prophe- 
cies recorded Matthew, Mark, and Luke: that 
have six records: and would, doubt, have had two more, 
had John’s Gospel been written before the fulfilment them. 
has given the same subject more than half the 
Apocalypse. 

These two prophecies were uttered upon different occa- 
sions, different localities, and separated time 
least several months. The former was spoken somewhere 
the neighborhood Philippi, Mount Her- 
mon: the latter Jerusalem. The former recorded 
Matthew reads 


Son man shall come the glory his Father with his angels; 
and then shall reward every man according his works. Verily un- 
you, There some standing not taste death till they see the 
Sonof man coming his (Matt. xvi. 27, 28. 


place these two verses one paragraph. ob- 
vious that they belong together that know edition 
translation that does not thus place them. 

Mark records the same conversation, locating the 
same place and fixing the same identical time. But the 
blundering monks who cut the Bible into chapters and 
verses, cut two inthe middle, putting part the 
eighth chapter, and the remainder the ninth. Whoever 
will take the pains read verses beginning with 
Mark viii. 34, comparing them with the same number 
Matthew beginning with the twenty-fourth verse the six- 
teenth chapter, will see that the two passages are substan- 
tially identical beyond question. The two verses Mark 
read 
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and sinful generation, him also shall the Son man ashamed when 
cometh the glory his Father with the holy angels. And said unto 
them, Verily say unto you, That there them that stand here 
shall not taste death till they have seen the kingdom God come with 


Luke’s words are 


shall ashamed and words, him shall the 
Son man ashamed, when cometh his own glory, and the glory 
the Father, and the holy tell you ofa truth, there some 
standing here who shall not taste death till they see the kingdom 


The whole context makes absolutely certain that these 
are three different, but not conflicting, accounts the same 
utterance our Lord. And surely the words are too plain 
misunderstood. The Son man was come his 
glory, the glory his Father, and the holy angels; 
was come set his kingdom; and come with pow- 
er; and that very coming with all these attending circum- 
stances said that there were some them standing there 
who should not taste death tilt they should see And 
while the three evangelists vary their report giving the 
details the conversation, that remark was impressed 
upon those who heard it, that they all give the very 
same words. And they all gave with the emphatic intro- 
duction,—Matthew and Mark saying: say unto 
Luke: tell you truth.” 

That have given the true interpretation this 
prophecy made doubly plain the second prophecy some 
months later,—pronounced upon the Mount Olives. 
will not ask for space set The reader only 
needs turn the twenty-fourth Matthew, the thirteenth 
Mark, the twenty-first Luke, notice that the 
nectives which bind the different parts the discourse to- 
gether make entirely evident that running through these 


chapters there subject matter from beginning end. 


The temple was destroyed. Jerusalem was com- 
passed with armies. Those that were Judza were flee 
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mediately after the tribulation these days the sun shall 
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the 
stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers the heavens 
shall shaken; and shall appear the sign the Son 
man heaven; and shall all the tribes the land 
And the nearness summer shows itself the 
leaves the fig tree, also when shall see these 
things, (the things just above mentioned,) that the 
Son the doors. SAY UNTO YOU, THIS 
GENERATION SHALL NOT PASS AWAY TILL ALL THESE 
THINGS ACCOMPLISHED.” 

Are Dr. Warren and myself accused “ringing the 
changes” these words? wonder that should ring 
the changes them when Matthew and Mark and Luke all 
rang these changes—clear and loud. This the very key 
the castle. the only key that unlocks the mystery. 
Christ himself gives us: yea, more; urges upon us, 
with those words that never wasted comparatively un- 
important matters; which only used call attention 
something great VERILY SAY UNTO 
used them also the former occasion like 
prophecy. And now repeating the prophecy, adds, 
way emphasis, words found nowhere else the book; 
but found just here: and earth may pass away; 
but words shall not pass Upon these words, too, 
all the synoptists “ring the Christ wanted 
two different occasions, widely separated distance and 
time. The Spirit Inspiration wanted plain: 
moved the evangelists put down most unequivo- 
cal phrase, that who runneth may read:—that Christ 
was come again that generation—to come the second 
time judgment—to put end the old blotting 
out the temple service forever; and introduce the 
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His kingdom was then set Daniel had 
predicted: and that kingdom was everlasting king- 
dom, and all dominions should serve and obey him world 
without end. 

Christ then adds: “But the day and hour knoweth 
man: no, not even the angels heaven; neither the Son, 
but the Father see need misunderstanding 
this verse. The time the event was sufficiently revealed 
the statement that was come but 
the day and hour was not empowered speak. 

will observed that quoting the above have 
made one change from our received version: substituting 
often translated as, for example, Matt. xxvii. 
45, was darkness over all This darkness 
not supposed have covered the earth; but only Pales- 
tine. Moreover, properly refers divisions Pal- 
estine, not the earth. Indeed, this whole prophecy 
manifestly local. The destruction the arm- 
ies encompassing the warning those living 
flee the mountains, and the mourning 
tribes” plainly indicate this. was the overthrow the 
Jewish state and temple service, and the establishment 
spiritual kingdom its stead, that was predicted; and Pales- 
tine was the great centre the coming conflict. Had 
the mourning been prophesied world-wide, the proper 
word would not have been (tribes) but (nations). 
either the singular plural, used about hun- 
dred and fifty times the New Testament: about one- 
fifth often; always the sense The distinction 
between the two words generally properly recognized 
our translation: but the passage before us, and one other 
Rev. referring the same events, the translation 
should evidently changed, the tribes 
The “earth” never spoken being di- 


= 


1893.] Resurrection and Final Fudgment. 515 


vided into but, Matt. xxviii. 19, into 
or, Rev. xiv. into and and 
tongues, and peoples.” 

Christ’s second coming was then and there. The 
Jewish dispensation then came perpetual end. And 
the Christian dispensation was established forever. Surely 
have had enough the folly “Second Adventism” 
our time, without keeping any longer. Many re- 
member the wide-spread excitement over the coming 
Christ 1843. how large number the 
victims that delusion went into the insane asylums; and 
how much larger number went into infidelity. The har- 
vest gathered from the similar deiusion 1866 was the 
same sort. Andalready the theory the end the worldand 
the personal coming Christin 1892 has, the time 
writing, sent one brilliant preacher the mad-house. Time 
will prove that this speculation baseless the others. 
All them have been the offspring totally erroneous 
interpretation Scriptures. This world yet become 
the kingdom our Lord: but why are slow learn 
that what Christ said was true, and will true the end? 
—that the Spirit God the world far more worth 
than personal bodily the last won- 
derful discourse Christ, and see how repeatedly and dis- 
tinctly brings out the thought. (Especially John xvi. 

This world grow better and better. More and 
more from age age dominated the living 
Christ through the Eternal Spirit. Generation after genera- 
tion the believing are gathered into the heavenly 
garners. For millions this earth the nursery 
from which will translated day day unnumbered 
thousands into the heavenly glory. The spiritual conquest 
the nations on, until from all lands shall come 
theshout: the Lord God omnipotent reigneth; the 
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kingdoms this world are become the kingdom our Lord 
and his Christ, and shall reign for ever and ever.” 

that have now met and fully answered every 
important question and objection learned and able 
critics. And, before laying down pen, only ask the in- 
dulgence patient reader while state few words, and 
somewhat logical order, the points which have been made 
these papers. 

The words Sheol and Hades (which are confessedly 
synonymous) always, the Sacred Scriptures, refer either 
the place physical burial, the place future pun- 
ishment. 

That the souls the righteous dead are sent this 
place, any part it, nowhere taught the Bible: but, 
the contrary, what said about it, such sort ab- 
solutely preclude that idea. 

finally unrepentant pass from earth Hades 
immediately after death. 

Between that and Paradise there impassable 

Paradise and Heaven are interchangeable names for 
the same place. 

this place the righteous dead immediately 
after death. 

The “middle called, myth, entirely 
unsupported the Bible, directly indirectly. 

would preposterous admit the righteous 
their final reward Heaven before they had passed their 
final judgment. 

would least equally preposterous consign 
final and remediless punishment those who had not passed 
their final judgment, and been pronounced deserving such 
punishment. 

10. general judgment for the purpose revealing 
men’s history and character each other—such 
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set forth sermons and theological writings—would require 
many millions years, even were the history the human 
race closed now. 

proceeding necessary for God’s vindi- 
cation, for the restful assurance that the Judge all the 
earth will right. 

12. the Scriptures teach distinctly that the issues 
the final judgment are according the deeds done the 
body, there reason why such judgment may not 
pronounced the moment that the earthly record closed. 

The distinct statement Heb. ix. that the 
judgment a// men [this plainly the import 
follows death immediately. 

14. general resurrection men’s natural bodies 
nowhere taught the Bible. 

15. The contrary doctrine taught, most explicitly 
and Cor. xv. 

16. None the righteous dead sleep: but all are in- 
stantly changed the very moment death. 

This changing the natural body into the spirit- 
ual body what constitutes their resurrection. issowna 
natural body; RAISED body.” 

himself plainly taught that Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob had been raised from the dead before the time 
Moses. 

righteous dead waiting conscious state through thou- 
sands years for the decision their final destiny. 

20. The theory unconscious sleep for all these 
ages clearly unbiblical and irrational, that, this dis- 
cussion, have assumed agreement rejecting it. 

21. This decision their endless destiny what con- 
stitutes their last judgment. 

22. postponement the final judgment the end 
this world’s history would unendurable any man’s 
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thought, except upon the hypothesis that this history 
soon closed. 

23. There not single utterance the Bible which, 
properly understood, predicts the destruction this globe, 
either sooner later. 

24. the contrary, are told explicitly: gen- 
eration goeth, and another generation cometh; but THE 
EARTH ABIDETH FOREVER.” 

25. Both science and reason are against the theory 
the winding its history least for million years 
come. 

26. There but one coming Christ spoken 
the New Testament subsequent his ascension. 

27. That coming was for the final overthrow 
the Jewish state, and the permanent establishment his 
spiritual kingdom the earth. 

28. That kingdom, when thus set up, was endure 
forever. 

29. Christ’s coming establish was that 
generation. 

30. The expressions “the last times,” last day,” 
etc., used Christ and the apostles, never refer the 
end this planet; but either the end the Jewish dis- 
pensation, the end human life. 

31. hold that the apostles were mistaken what 
they said Christ’s speedy coming, fatal any true 
theory inspiration, and subversive all faith divine rev- 
elation. 

32. Erroneous interpretations the Scriptures upon 
these various subjects have always been fruitful source 
unbelief. only necessary understand them correctly, 
order maintain their absolute inerrancy; and demon- 
strate their beautiful and perfect harmony with each other, 
and with all known facts. 
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ARTICLE VI. 
SCIENCE AND CHRIST. 


following out entirely different line inquiry, 
find that this self-same necessity for the coming God- 
man becomes manifest, and that science thus witnesses sec- 
ond time, and with added emphasis, the reasonableness 
the Christian’s creed. 

There theme universal interest about which 
there much confusion thought that the nature 
real liberty and the conditions its maintenance. There 
multitude forces widely different orders work 
the world. cannot see them, and know absolutely 
nothing their real nature, and are made aware their ex- 
istence only certain effects produced matter. 
ment has disclosed that under certain conditions there follow 
certain effects. Both are uniform and unchangeable. The 
forces lie inert and hidden until the precise conditions are 
reached, and then work unswervingly accordance with cer- 
tain pre-established laws their being. set force free, 
then, simply fulfil certain conditions, and thus remove 
whatever hinders from rendering its thus awakened en- 
ergy implicit obedience the laws established over it. 
cannot free from such laws, and manifests neither 
power nor disposition free itself, mould matter into any 
different form for any different purpose than that pre- 
scribed its divine commission. Between the particles 
water, for example, can discover cohesive attraction 
but the slightest; yet remove given amount heat that 
now holds this force bound and hidden, and will spring 
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once into full activity, and the water will become block 
solid ice. Another force, and marvellous one, also 
makes its appearance. Those particles not only cohere but 
are arranged set patterns along predetermined lines sym- 
metry, forming geometrical figures great beauty and ex- 
actness. the forms snowflakes recognize divine 
fineness touch and flawless finish. The crystalline archi- 
tect just often its delicate frost-palaces are torn down 
will build them again untiringly after precisely the same 
models and under precisely the same conditions, prompt 
its obedience law, unswerving its fidelity the plans 
and specifications entrusted the Great Master Builder. 

Pass that water vapor through heated tube plat- 
inum, and the water will once resolved into its original 
hydrogen and oxygen gases, and another force still, one 
repulsion, will bound into being, and titanic you will 
fail crowd the infinitesimal atoms these gases together 
again though you apply twenty tons’ pressure the square 
inch. But touch them with fire, and they will fly back into 
each other’s chemical embrace instantly, and become water, 
before. 

thus see that free any the lower forces not 
release them from law, but simply from what prevents 
them from acting strictest obedience the laws which 
have been established over them. 

shall find the same principles holding true the 
history other and higher forms force. Inside the walls 
seed lies concealed germ-fairy which remains inert, 
chained captive, until definitely prescribed conditions are com- 
plied with. Place that seed the proper environment, sur- 
round with dew, air, soil, and sunlight, and those prison 
walls burst asunder, and out the crude material which na- 
ture furnishes the awakened and freed force for 
itself, with architectural skill that marvellous our 
eyes, charming palace-home,—it may the pure white 
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chalice lily, the richly tinted and perfumed petals 
rose, the stalwart, storm-defying form forest oak. 
There such perfection its work, such profundity 
thought it, that recognize once that carrying 
out plans not its own contriving but matured the deep 
councils Jehovah. Toset free simply remove what- 
ever hinders from energizing ways predetermined for it, 
from strictly obeying the laws organization that pertain 
its special sphere work. never restive under divine 
command. mortals can never tempt it, nor can drive 
into disobedience. The germ-force inside apple seed 
will never fashion for grape vine sunflower, but 
tree species like that which bore it. That tree 
will, through successive growing seasons, throw out its ban- 
ners leaves and add branch branch and then, when the 
time ripe, burst into bloom and last bend its boughs with 
fruit golden with the rich colorings autumnal sunset skies, 
Through just such faithful law-abiding 
forces have God’s creative thoughts been transmitted all 
their freshness down the long lapse ages. 

will further observed that this germinal force, 
would accomplish its purposes, that is, set free and kept 
free, must not only placed its proper environment, but 
absolute master ofall the under forces that can any way 
either help hinder its work. lifts its material right 
against the force gravity, fifty, one hundred, two hundred 
feet into mid-air, and then summons the force cohesion 
hold there, some instances for long centuries together. 
its laboratory, the leaf, takes sunbeam, and with 
tears pieces carbonic dioxide,—the most stable chemical 
compound known nature,—reversing the process com- 
bustion. When you burn coal your grate, the carbon 
the coal and the oxygen the air unite and cling together 
with firm grasp that tear them apart again the chem- 
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ist must employ the most powerful agents, carry the pro- 
cesses his strongest vessels under most startling manifesta- 
tions light and heat, and the last bar and bolt the re- 
fractory oxygen strong prison itself. vege- 
tative force accomplishes this each one the thousand di- 
minutive and delicate cells single leaf, taking the carbon 
for its own use and restoring the oxygen the air, demon- 
strates how absolute its sovereignty over the under 
forces that enter into the borders its kingdom. free- 
dom, indeed its very life, found depend upon this sov- 
ereignty; for, the very moment relaxes its hold, they rise 
mad riot and, like communists, proceed tear down into 
shapeless heaps dull dust again the very glory-touched 
palace they have been forced construct and maintain. 

extend our inquiry into the phenomena animal 
vitality, shall find that liberty means the same, won and 
held precisely the same way. Within the shell egg, 
within the walls seed, germ-force lies hidden. 
arouse and set free the egg must kept predeter- 
mined temperature and for predetermined period. These 
conditions none but who prescribed them has power 
change. When the time up, the shell cracks open, and out 
steps wondrously organized living creature fashioned the 
germ-force out mass seemingly structureless jelly. 

There such perfection its work, such wealth con- 
trivance, such profound knowledge this complicate world, 
such clear vision prophecy, can but conclude that with- 
its tiny windowless workshop has been strictly following 
out the instructions Divine Master, that has been free 
simply render implicit obedience divine law. And 
its subsequent history learn, also, that remains free 
follow out further the divine plan only condition that 
maintains mastery over the under forces; that these forces 
are hostile it, and will perform their new strange tasks 
only long they are held down the strong arm 
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master. There must divided throne, toleration 
insurgents. The vital force must reign throughout the body 
without rival, will trammelled its action and 
eventually pushed out being. soon food enters our 
bodies and set flowing through certain appointed channels, 
made undergo gradual vitalization. passes 
through the mouth into the stomach, then through the duo- 
denum and down the smaller intestines, different solvents are 
poured upon it,—saliva, gastric juice, bile, pancreatic fluid, 
and mucus secretions. Whatever stubbornly refuses dis- 
solve under their influence once carried further and 
expelled from the system. The remainder taken into 
hair-like tubes called the lacteals, and them emptied into 
the thoracic duct, thence carried through the aorta the 
heart. This great force pump, after first sending the 
lungs for oxidation, distributes it, now thrilled with vital 
power, along the widely branching arterial courses every- 
where, far and near, replenish bone and muscle and carti- 
lage and tendon and nerve fibre; for every time move, 
every time evolve thought, break down some tissue, 
and its waste must made good from the nutritive princi- 
ples the blood. Every atom that thus loses its vitality, 
that has been wrested from the grasp the organizing force 
and has fallen under the sway the under chemical forces, 
must driven out, blood poisoning, will ensue; 
and any local insurrection not promptly put down, will 
widen into revolution, and eventually end death. ef- 
fect this expulsion, the body interlaced with network 
canals, called lymphatics, forming internal, decomposing, 
absorbent system, some which empty into the great veins, 
but vast multitudes open their discharging mouths once 
the surface the skin, three thousand every square 
inch, essential afford ready and swift exit what- 
ever the organizing force can longer control. 

pursue further our investigations, and enter the 
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region animal instinct, full the marvellous, find 
the same general principles prevailing. Liberty secured 
and maintained precisely the same way. Animals are 
born specialists. Their mental and bodily furnishings are 
complemental and specific. The sphere each narrow 
one, but knows precisely what and how it, and 
has just the tools with. bee, for example, 
sallies forth from its cradle, provided with full business 
pouch, pollen basket, honey stomach, trowel- 
shaped mandibles, tireless wing, discriminating and most 
powerful scent, and complete working plans for those hexag- 
onal storage cells that point capacity and economy 
wax and strength wall bear the most searching test the 
Differential Calculus. There not creature that not 
either equipped with some peculiar organ with some or- 
gan peculiarly modified accompanied with correspondingly 
peculiar instinctive impulse for using it. The impulse and 
the organ are but complemental parts single plan, and 
that plan divine. The thinking has been done the crea- 
ture, not it. Should step outside its prescribed circle, 
fail follow the lead its instinct, would become help- 
less prey hostile forces, its only strength and safety and 
real freedom being found strict obedience the laws 
its organism. Should not what God has appointed 
God’s prescribed way, God’s chosen time, and with the 
tools God has himself furnished, would become the help- 
less slave circumstance and meet with certain and swift 
destruction. 

Let now direct our inquiry our own complex spirit- 
ual life meditations, sensibilities, and moral choices, and 
see what liberty consists, how can obtained, and how 
these highest known forms force can made per- 
manent possession. 

When man stepped upon the scene, believe there was 
new departure creation; that came endowed 
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with that which before there was only semblance, 
dim prophecy, the earth; that him alone was vouchsafed 
self-consciousness, the clear light reason, perfect freedom 
choice, moral discernment, and sense accountability. 
These, however, are but superadded gifts; for man closely 
linked with all the lower forces, forms part the same gen- 
eral plan have been considering, indeed was designed 
the divine councils its grand culmination. Note the 
features this plan, first the nature and history the 
soul's meditations. find that certain predetermined con- 
ditions must fulfilled before the currents living thought 
are set free from their fountains; for, through one more 
the five senses, communication must opened with the out- 
side physical and mental worlds. This done, the mind thus 
awakened and liberated, its subsequent activity is, have 
already shown, rigidly regular that the chemical 
crystalline germ forces already considered, the processes 
being carried under system unchangeable laws divine- 
established, the prerogative the human will reaching 
solely the choice themes, the selection the fields 
labor. There other liberty choice than this, and 
even this depends for its maintenance the control exer- 
cised over the under forces, upon the healthful condition 
the delicate tissues the brain and all the other bodily or- 
gans that are linked with it, and upon the degree modera- 
among that eager throng appetites, passions, and 
propensities which, for far-reaching moral purposes, have been 
placed our keeping. have found upon experiment 
that are wholly powerless stop the flow thought 
once begun, that all can change the course 
the current. have power direct and hold the atten- 
tion, that all. thoughts meditation and reflection 
are generated under the laws association and suggestion 
wholly independent any direct act the will. The bodily 
senses are, have said, the mind’s only avenues com- 
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munication with the world outside. They become available 
solely through strict obedience physical law, which 
have power either abrogate modify, and what thus 
comes the mind from nature art, social intercourse 
literature, depends upon its natural receptive capacity mod- 
ified culture. The same landscape painted the retina 
poet’s eye conveys message widely different import 
from that conveyed when painted that plain, 
matter-of-fact man affairs. The laws suggestion and 
association will determine what that import shall be. 
under these laws that the vanished past circumstance 
thought called back into consciousness; under them 
that the imagination, which can combine, but not create, 
gathers its materials for its castles, determines how those 
materials shall placed the walls and what styles 
architecture those walls shall assume. Processes reason- 
ing are carried precisely the same way. Our control 
over our mental operations reaches further, have said, 
than directing and holding the attention. Here our power 
and our responsibility both begin and end. The measure 
this power the measure mental liberty; with its decline 
begins our mental enslavement. concentrate our 
thoughts too intently and too long any one theme, in- 
cur the risk losing our power directing them into other 
channels and dangerously verge monomania. the 
other hand, indulge inattention, suffer our thoughts 
wander aimlessly, weaken our concentrative power, and 
are danger losing altogether, and thus sinking into 
mental imbecility. The golden mean healthful self-poise 
lies between these two extremes. sadly true that this 
perfect intellectual liberty rarely, ever, reached this 
planet. Bodily diseases, financial 
losses, family bereavements, passionate longings, feelings 
envy, jealousy, revenge, the many undue excitements 
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times victims morbid moods, certain thoughts taking pos- 
session the exclusion everything else, and ruling 
with rod iron. How often, too, suffer our minds 
wool-gathering, through sheer indolence shiftlessness, 
until find well-nigh impossible call our thoughts 
from their aimless wanderings and give needful heed the 
stern duties the hour. 

what have stated our intellectual life true,— 
and anyone can readily verify recalling his own experi- 
ences,—thoughts are evolved and grouped about any chosen 
theme with perfect regularity, strict conformity un- 
changeable law, observed when salt-atoms crystallize, 
the structureless contents egg are changed into the 
organized body bird. set mental force free, then, 
and keep free, not release from divine law, but, 
fulfilling certain prescribed conditions and securing and 
maintaining sovereignty over the under forces, remove 
whatever hinders from energizing those precise modes 
established the first Him whose fiat brought into 
being. 

Within the soul lie dormant, also, wondrous germinal 
affections and aspirations, purposes and far-reaching hopes, 
waiting compliance with certain fixed conditions before their 
fetters fall and they begin grow into the permanent moral 
traits the required for this quickening the 
gentle influences sunbeams sympathy. the joy- 
light mother’s smile, the distilling tears her quick 
pity her overburdened solicitude, the brooding acts 
her ever-watchful care, the tender tones her affec- 
tion, the spirit promptly responds. The greater the confi- 
dence inspired the child, the deeper the intimacy and the 
more free and frequent the interchange thought and feel- 
ing; and this close spiritual union continued, the 
mother holds the confidence and love the child through 
the years, she becomes him heroine, model, inspi- 
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ration, her influence reaching down into his innermost desire, 
vitalizing his whole spiritual being. tells her everything, 
and return receives the smile and tear and counselling 
word. Under the law spiritual assimilation, which 
dominant when soul linked soul, gradually grows 
into her Here compulsion, deaden- 
ing nature. His whole being roused rather into in- 
tensest life, into the fullest freedom, her sympathetic re- 
sponse calling out the deepest emotion and motive. Reserve 
and indifference are all gone. The charm her personal 
presence farthest removed from feverish fascination. His 
soul simply quickened and freed the germ-force 
the seed when planted sun-kissed soil. 

These promptings hero-worship, this quick response 
sympathy, this moulding the character the subtile 
influences that out from intimately communing souls, this 
directive power the stronger spirit over the weaker and 
less mature; this enlargement liberty, this quickening 
impulses, this wondrous vitalization, thus begun the child 
through companionship with the mother, repeated over 
and over again the intimacies after life. friend- 
ships and love-unions the soul, the choosing great 
leaders peace and war, church and state, the canonizing 
the objects affection, the wonderful transforming power 
these chosen heroes hearts have displayed the world, 
the intense enthusiasm, the profound devotion they have en- 
kindled, the quickening they have caused of, the world’s 
pulse, show beyond question that universal and deep- 
seated instinct the heart idealize those who have won 
their way intimate companionship, have become en- 
throned loved leaders, and that, because this instinct, 
hero-worship has ever been, and will ever be, under the law 
spiritual assimilation, the greatest plastic power work 
the world. 

As, the intellectual life, can the will direct and 
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fix the attention, but not stop the flow thought change 
the modes its generation under laws association and 
suggestion; so, the spiritual life, can choose who shall 
our intimate companions, whom will uncurtain our 
inner lives. But once chosen, the intimacy once begun, 
shall inevitably grow into each other’s likeness, the stronger, 
more mature spirit, the one more pronounced positive 
personality, having the greater plastic power. Just soon 
the free interchange begins, the process assimilation 
begins under laws that are immutable. 

soon the soul feels vitalizing power from com- 
munion with pure and benign spirit, once sets about 
self-mastery, control over all the under forces, the passions, 
appetites, propensities, every form selfishness whose ten- 
dency enslave, and the growth upward and outward 
toward likeness the superior and freer spirit. The con- 
verse equally true. communion with lower 
spirits, whom ignoble thoughts are cherished, will result 
through the same law assimilation, continued, in- 
creased enslavement and finally moral death. 

view these laws that thus control the develop- 
ment character, not very significant that the historic 
Christ asked received into intimacy, become the 
chosen hero the affections cannot enforced, 
freedom being their vital air, has ventured further than 
stand the door and knock, asking simply have 
uncurtain him our inner lives. not significant that 
thus manifestly craves our affections, assures that 
deeply interested every worthy thing that interests us, 
offers return his loving presence, and desires all barriers 
forever torn away? not because profoundly 
aware that when thus received into intimacy, soul 
touching soul, the germinal spiritual forces will once be- 
gin build character, through processes assimilation, 
under the immutable laws growth. Does not evidently 
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desire this close relationship, that may transform 
soil transformed into rosebuds, and eggs into plumed song- 
sters, knowing full well that, once let him into our 
hearts and cherish his presence there, the growth into his 
likeness will inevitably ensue as, when drop the seed 
rich, moist, sun-warmed soil, place the egg befitting 
atmosphere, plant animal built the construct- 
ive forces within? not such world-wide need most 
sure prophecy the coming some one fitted and willing 
supply that need? What pilgrim spirit worthy 
welcome the historic Christ, has ever visited this earth, 
and knocked, and waited the door the human heart? 
What spirit worthy admission its most sacred inner 
sanctuary? What one into the charmed circle whose 
presence has been distinguished privilege enter, 
who has come admirably fitted many ways draw 
all men unto him? Who but could answer this need, 
and thus fulfil the prophecy? has, the first place, 
shown interest under such varied and trying circum- 
stances that can never for moment question its gen- 
uineness, its depth, its permanency. has given evi- 
dence that moved not merely some general feeling 
friendliness for the erring, suffering, longing multitudes 
that throng this planet, but assures that knows each 
one personally, and that, because does, stands ready 
brave danger, endure fatigue, suffer privation, and actually 
desires meet face face, look through our kindling 
tear-dimmed eyes upon our very souls, watch the 
sunshine and shadow our most secret thoughts. 
wants welcomed warmly, have feel that every- 
know that intimate companionship can exist without 
assurance this personal attachment; that just soon 
suspect that any our earthly friends have lost their 
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their voices when they make reply, death-like chill, spirit 
reticence, comes over us, the meetings grow less frequent, 
the conversation drops into empty, conventional common- 
place, the friendship cools into formal acquaintance, and, 
may be, terminates bitter estrangement. Who has not 
had the iron thus enter his There always more 
less prudent reserve earthly friendships, questioning 
how far one may presume upon the affections another, 
painfully mindful are our limitations. such 
barriers can ever exist between and Christ. takes 
pains assure that there not one such low degree 
unworthy his personal regard. deficiencies, 
however great, bodily attractions, social rank, worldly 
possessions, mental endowment culture conversa- 
tional power, need not the least discourage from aspir- 
ing intimacy with him, for asks for our loving trust and 
fellowship, not because what are now, but what 
may become, ages hence, under the marvellously transform- 
ing power his personal presence. vantage- 
ground earthly friend can looks with 
the piercing eye God the white light eternity. 
The grand possibilities the spiritual germ-forces locked 
within are definitely outlined his far glance 
prophecy, they already were accomplished facts. 
can see the flashing diamond into which the loose dust 
carbon his feet can compressed. can see the del- 
icately fashioned flower petal, with its faultless lines grace 
and exquisite coloring, into which the rude elements soil 
and air may moulded the talismanic touch life. 
does not yet appear what shall be. He, however, 
not only sees, but assures that sees, even the hum- 
blest those who truly love him here, the coming heirs and 
joint heirs with him fadeless crowns. Under his plastic 
power, through this law spiritual assimilation, con- 
fident that can develop our possibilities, will seek 
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his society, eventually render our companionship with 
him both delightful and lasting. What soul does not stand 
pressing need such friend? Through whom else can 
such need met? 

are assured not only that Christ thus personally 
interested us, but that knows through and through. 
his public ministry frequently demonstrated his power 
discern the most secret intents the heart. How im- 
perfectly know our friends, they us. try draw 
aside the hiding curtains, but cannot; and because this 
unavoidable partial concealment, the interchange sympathy 
seldom, ever, full and free. This element embarrass- 
ment never enters into our friendship with Christ. 

Again, his self-sacrificing spirit inspires 
degree confidence our earthly companions never can. 
feel perfectly safe trusting our most cherished secrets with 
him, fear coming estrangement any advantage ever 
being taken anything spoken confidence never once en- 
tering our thought. his absolutely unselfish devotion, 
naturally awakens his true disciples love transcending 
every other. This explains his saying, that loveth 
father more than not worthy me.” 
felt that had those special gifts which brought him 
naturally into closer personal relations with those worthy 
him; that had his sacrifices commended their 
confiding love more fully than any other. desired only 
his natural place our hearts. His purpose was not sup- 
plant home affections, but vitalize and sanctify them 
that they would not only storms time, but 
outlast the grave. This supreme affection, this complete 
self-surrender, that cordial and according nature, 
instead enslaving, liberates us. curtail our freedom 
when give our hearts our friends, our heroes, our 
saints? Are not our souls thus stirred never before, all 
their forces aroused into most pleasurable activity? Indeed, 
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only Christ can truly set free; for none other 
find perfect ideal, life without flaw, living revela- 
tion God’s yearning love. With other one can 
come into such close personal relations, whose heart-felt in- 
terest each one unmistakable, whose insight in- 
our inner-selves complete, whom feel that our 
intimate friendship will welcome and unselfishly 
cherished. are constitutionally social beings. can- 
not stand alone. Companionship and hero-worship are the 
inborn demands our nature. The purer and more unsel- 
fish the one whom admit intimacy, the more complete 
through his influence becomes our self-mastery; the forma- 
tive spiritual powers within the more sovereign over the 
under forces and the more subject the upper and divine. 
How imminent the danger which are exposed, how im- 
perative the necessity for the power Christ’s personal 
presence! 

have seen how the under chemical forces within our 
physical organisms are slaves, not willing servitors, and 
that they seem the watch for any weakening the 
sovereign vitality; for soon the least loses its con- 
trol, they break out into open rebellion, bent devastation 
and death. Hostile forces also wait outside, ready rush 
any unguarded portal. The air full the eggs and 
seeds parasites, which find rich nexus any part not 
thoroughly vitalized hatch and multiply myriads, 
into miasmic fevers and contagious diseases. Scientists have 
discovered sixty-six different species these parasitic 
that prey human flesh. Nothing but most vigorous vi- 
tality can repel and destroy these attacking armies. 

our intellectual life have found ourselves equally 
exposed, symptoms disorder constantly appearing,—lack 
power hold direct the attention, thoughts crowding 
themselves into undue prominence, loss mental perspective, 
weakened memory, confused reason, wild and wayward 
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fancy. But especially our emotional and moral nature 
have realized the need the watchful eye and the strong 
hand master. This supremacy can maintained only 
willing obedience the higher law the conscience 
and the revealed will God through the inspiriting, vitaliz- 
ing power Christ’s pure life and sympathetic presence. 

Philosophy and history both affirm this. Every indi- 
vidual from the first, have remarked, needs outside 
assistance. Every mind and heart must have kindred minds 
and hearts wider culture and higher virtues instruct and 
incite. recluse from birth would drooling idiot 
wild bushman. History has record any tribe sav- 
ages ever lifting itself unaided into civilization. Surely the 
moral world now too seriously diseased, and has been 
far back have any knowledge, throw incubus 
the strength its own vitality. All are enslaved, and all 
may freed, but only through some life-touch with Christ. 
Under his benign influence the progress the world 
toward this higher sovereignty. Sciences and arts are discov- 
ering and conquering and utilizing nature’s forces. Diseases 
are becoming more thoroughly understood, and are being 
checked more efficient remedies, guarded against 
through wiser sanitary regulations. Literatures and schools 
are throwing off the incubus ignorance and superstition, 
governments are advancing towards larger social and relig- 
ious liberty, and there to-day among the leading peoples 
the earth more free and healthful development than ever 
before that individuality which divine and priceless gift 
toevery man. Christ’s influence can look, and 
that alone, for final and full unfettering the human 
spirit from the enthralling power all the under and the 
outer forces. 

What proffer Christ has here made us,—a confiden- 
tial companionship with himself, the uplifting power his 
personal presence, the nourishing sunshine his sympathy, 
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privilege grow into his likeness! are loss ex- 
plain this condescension, except the ground our im- 
mortality and his far look into the eternal future. 

His invitation everyone. this universality 
sympathy, and power help, stands alone. comes 
those sick and bruised bodies, saying them, too 
have passed through like bitter experiences, have been 
racked and torn with pain, and know how hard bear, 
but also know what wholesome discipline there it, 
what power purify. Keep good cheer, for ‘whom the 
Lord loveth 

His invitation the neglected, whose hearts have 
been saddened lack appreciation, who feel themselves 
walled out from those whose love and companionship they 
crave. Upon their wounded spirits his words fall like balm. 
came own, and own received not. 
good deeds were evil spoken of. Despite oft-repeated 
explanations, miracles power and acts love, was 
lamentably misunderstood and maligned until after death. 
When dark trial hour came, those whom had chosen 
disciples and bosom friends forsook and fled. 
Wait patiently, for can assure you there will glorious 
uncurtaining by-and-by.” 

invitation the poor, the unsuccessful, the per- 
secuted, those whose plans have failed from causes which 
they could not control, those who have struggled with 
worthy purpose but struggled against resistless tide. His 
earthly career had many things common with theirs, too, 
for was his cotemporaries very naturally pronounced 
failure. added nothing his worldly stores, had not 
roof cover him, gained social position, was unpopular 
with the powerful and rich. endured privation, won 
none the world’s reputed prizes. His very faithfulness 
blocked his way personal preferment. His persistent de- 
termination reclaim the fallen, rebuke sin, courageously 
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state and stand his convictions, finally cost him his fair 
fame, brought down upon him the anathemas the very 
rulers the synagogue, and last nailed him the cross, 
suffer and die between convicted thieves. 

His message the tempted. had many des- 
perate struggle with appetite and passion. fought 
mock battles. His soul was racked with many misgivings 
thought the terrible ordeal through which knew 
was destined pass, and these misgivings never perma- 
nently left him until the very morning his crucifixion, 
after all-night agony Gethsemane. 

comes those who mourn, with heart that has 
felt bereavement, with eyes that have filled with tears for the 
dead. comes the timid, the sick and the dying, this 
time with reassuring power, for his many miracles 
proved himself Lord over nature. Her forces were ready 
servitors his sovereign will. his touch, fevers fled, 
the lame walked, lepers were cleansed. his word, dis- 
ordered minds were blessed with returning reason, and even 
the dead heard his call and felt the thrill life again. From 
the grave himself rose victor. proved that in- 
dulged idle boast when said, have power lay 
down life, and have. power take 
thus not only sympathizing but all-powerful friend. 
Whatever the nature the need, can supply it. There 
pain nor danger nor disaster from which cannot free 
us, and will when best. Just soon turn toward 
him with loving confidence, and say, will 
whatever chills cripples enslaves our spirits, clogs their 
powers, hinders their development, melts away the sun- 
shine his sympathy. exigency for help pressing 
that not able meet it. thus becomes our great 
liberator, rock defence, inspiration, comforter. ena- 
bles beat down the restive under forces which lie 
wait enslave and destroy. does not free from the 
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pain, but from its power dull the sensibilities; not from 
poverty and care, but from their tendency narrow and 
harden; not from calumny, but from the maddening poison 
its sting; not from disappointment, but from the hopeless- 
ness and bitterness thought which often engenders. 

attain unto this perfect liberty when rise superior 
untoward circumstances, triumph over the pain and weak- 
ness disease, over unjust criticism, the wreck earthly 
hopes, over promptings envy, every sordid and selfish de- 
sire, every unhallowed longing, every doubt God’s wis- 
dom and love and kindly care, when rise into atmos- 
phere undaunted moral courage, restful content, 
childlike trust, holy, all-conquering calm. should 
welcome the discipline God sees fit send. Christ could 
not escape the cross and wear the crown. enough for 
the servant that his master, the disciple his 
Lord. must fight, times fight desperately, and wear 
battle-scars. that ever-memorable farewell, Christ said, 
peace give unto you, not the world giveth.” This 
was the fruit struggle, the calm that comes only from the 
perfect obedience consecrated love. 

How priceless that trustful serenity the midst life’s 
reverses and dangers and cares and separations! How does 
the freed soul rise wide-spread pinions till the clouds 
time roll their wind-driven billows beneath it, and basks 
the bright smile God’s promise! you ask, doubt- 
ingly, Who have attained this liberty? Many have: those 
early Christians who, driven relentless persecution, dwelt 
the catacombs Rome; martyrs who died with songs 
their lips; the sainted Stephen, whose face shone the face 
angel; Paul, whose ringing words cheer have for 
eighteen centuries been heard round the world. All may. 
offered all. Life’s storms have broken over the souls 
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will break again, but Christ has proffered 
all-sheltering love. 

flood light here thrown two most remarka- 
ble sayings this marvellous Being: the Son, there- 
fore, shall make you free, shall free indeed;” “He 
that loveth father mother, son daughter, more than 
not worthy Only Christ then can give true 
freedom, and only those who are worthy him; and 
those only are worthy who make him complete self- 
surrender, according him supremacy heart and life 
over every affection and aspiration known earth. The 
revelations made the science, not only physics, but 
metaphysics, which have here called attention, ena- 
bles see now how self can set free absolute 
surrender self another, provided that other not only 
perfect man but very God, this apparent contradiction 
proving but apparent, the assertions complete 
accord betokening most intimate acquaintance with the 
deep foundation principles which this world built. 

what perfect keeping with the exigencies this 
world-organism the fact that who assumes its 
very central heart should demand that every soul this 
threefold attitude toward him implicit obedience, full con- 
secration, and devout trust. stands alone among all the 
leaders mankind the sweeping nature his exactions. 
any religious zealot ever equalled this. 
accepts nothing less than unconditional surrender the 
entire being, with all its loves and longings. recognizes 
limitations and exemptions. 

His rewards are unprecedented his demands. 
They are embodied that last strange bequest disci- 
ples which have alluded, peace give unto you, 
not the world promise any earth’s prizes, 
its wealth ease power social preferment trum- 
peted fame, but had the courage and candor disclose 
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them that poverty and contumely, scourgings and impris- 
onments, tortures and death itself, await them; that sent 
them forth sheep the midst wolves. Who that hath 
not the outlook God would hope thus disciple world? 
would demand such devotion and return offer simply 
inward peace? His call wide the race, and lasting 
the soul’s eternal years. 

believe Christ simply man, can but regard 
with the profoundest amazement his unparalleled impudence; 
God, then the revealing light the science physics 
and metaphysics can perceive how could consist- 
ently demand nothing less; that only when the soul 
brought into such relationship with himself can the vast 
plan providence, which has been unfolding since the dawn 
time, reach final consummation. you ask, why the 
obedience, the consecration, and the trust must abso- 
lute? have attempted show, this very feature 
the demand which stamps divine. Christ has his 
own history exemplified the very spirit enjoins, not only 
his human soul but divine nature well, view rarely 
understood, still more rarely entertained. The God-man re- 
quires more than exacts even from his higher 
self. very common error, yet very grave one, 
suppose that the great foundation principles moral obliga- 
tion had existence until God created and established 
them, that his acts are wholly arbitrary, that amenable 
law, but and always has been law unto himself. 
seems that careful reflection must perceived 
that there can moral life unless there exists 
gauge motive and test character; that far back 
there was any moral quality acts there must 
have been this fixed standard which made his acts 
conform; that these principles, this standard, must have been 
coexistent with his ever living self; that the Bible its moral 
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code has simply revealed and applied the various exigen- 
cies the complicate inter-relationships human life these 
self-existent principles, that these principles God could not 
only not originate, but not even change the slightest de- 
gree; that pronunciamento his can loving self-sacrifice, 
chaste desire, dauntless fidelity inward conviction, de- 
graded into revolting forms vice; nor, the other hand, 
can cold, selfish greed, falsehood, lust, murderous hate 
exalted and transformed into the nobilities and manly virtues 
the soul; that when brought into being could 
more than endow with moral discernment and with 
perfect freedom choice, leaving utterly characterless, 
and necessarily when came from his creative hand; 
and that the responsibility the nature our future moral 
development rests wholly with our own sovereign selves, ac- 
cording choose place our lives harmony dis- 
cord with these eternal principles the true and the good, 
harmony discord with this all-reaching, unchange- 
able law order the great world-organism which 
has kindly purposed that shall form part. 
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ARTICLE VII. 
CRITICAL NOTES. 


I. 
CHRIST’S DESCENT INTO HADES, 


descended into runs the venerable and majestic Creed. 
But the American Episcopal Prayer-book prefixes its timid rubric follows: 
churches may omit the words descended into hell,’ may, in- 
Stead them, use the words went into the place departed spirits,’ 
which are considered words the same meaning the The words 
which are here made optional have come down unbroken line 
from the fourth century. They have, indeed, been stig- 
matized interpolation, but early interpolation might perhaps 
called mature addition. Their omission was favored the change 
meaning the word but there was also the feeling that Christ’s visit 
mere curiosity. 

Now, whatever may true the Creed,’’ the Descent into 
Hades has sufficient New-Testament authority. The first recorded address 
Peter contains twofold evidence that the Descent was believed both 
speaker and hearers. the first place, quotes from Psalm (xvi.) that 
shaping influence the belief the people respecting Hades. Fur- 
ther, bases argument and appeal for the resurrection Christ the 
certainty that would not stay Hades, ‘‘Thou wilt not leave soul 
(Acts ii. 27). 

But what was Hades, and what the significance and importance 
Christ’s going thither? somewhat recent discussion find these words: 
Saviour was the same state between death and resurrection 
now are after This is, seems me, precisely what ought 
said. For this ignores the whole work Christ Hades, and leaves 
them that sleep Jesus better off than had not risen. Let put 
ourselves the place the apostles and their fellow-disciples, and after 
have learned the truth about Hades appeared their thought and forms 
statement, then may, can, translate into our own thoughts and 
forms statement. Hades was the region where dwelt the souls that were 
under the power death. The souls the righteous well the wicked 
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were under this awful power. Into this region came the soul the Crucified, 
but did not remain there. Going thither was the lowest point his hu- 
miliation, and leaving was the beginning his triumph. What, then, was 
the effect Hades this visit and this departure? But this the same 
same divine enthusiasm refused recognize any ‘‘intermediate state,’’ the 
old abolished Hades under new name. Stephen did not say, 
see the Son man Hades.’’ Can wonder that the early disciples 
looked for speedy return the Lord? Does one say, was 
was not; for was necessary the highest truth. The resurrection-spirit re- 
fused see the long interval waiting. has been said the prophets 
that they looked from one mountain-top history another, and could not 
see the low-lying valleys between, may say the apostles, that they 
saw the triumph over death and hell complete victory, and they would 
have been false the the truth, they had not looked upon 
gloriously The reign Death over; Hades abolished; Life and 
Immortality have come’’—this the key-note the 
Christ’s resurrection might well called resurrection from Hades 
from the grave. 

will not dwell the preaching the spirits Pet. iii. 
18-20). cannot needful that there should thousand and one expo- 
sitions that passage, instead simply thousand; but the point view 

The Descent was necessary without any regard the preaching. 
The Descent itself, however, was proclamation unspeakable meaning. 
The inhabitants the spirit-world were not solitary confinement uncon- 
scious sleep. They saw the Redeemer the lowest point his work re- 
demption, and the beginning his triumph. 

This preaching looks backward the past. This harmony 
with the idea that Hades was now abolished, and the spirit-world revolution- 
ized. might that the object the Descent was plant the 


Christian church Hades and ordain for succession Hades-apostles, 


and forth, but the view Peter was that Hades came end. The 
preaching was once for all. Why the antediluvians are referred may per- 
haps explained the fact that vast number, going their death 
awful catastrophe, made them the representatives and types the Hades- 
world. might have given the name Antediluvian under-world. one 
asks, Why should not those who have since died hear the preaching also? the 
Scripture gives answer. perpetual Hades with perpetual preaching 
nowhere revealed. 

regard the whole question the relation the wicked the 
urrection, need not wonder the infrequent allusions the risen wicked. 
The epistles the New Testament are addressed Christians. Paul’s great 
argument Cor. xv. runs into grand anthem Christian triumph. 
cannot suppose that the enthusiasm the apostles would rise over the fate 
the wicked over the redemption the saints. But the resurrection-in- 
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fluence certainly reaches the wicked. One saying the Master settles that: 
that have done good unto the resurrection life; and they that have 
done ill unto the resurrection (Jno. 29). This did not need 
for its certainty the echo Paul There shall resurrection both the 
ask, What was the effect, the spirit-world, the resurrection? Accord- 
ing the apocryphal Gospel Nicodemus, Acts Pilate,—of perhaps 
the fourth century,—two the saints th&t arose the resurrection Christ, 
Charinus and Lenthius, sons Simeon, wrote out all that they were allowed 
reveal the coming Jesus into Hades. This Gospel was the basis 
the miracle-play The Harrowing The work Hades, 
here somewhat grotesquely described, was the deliverance from hell the 
ancient saints, and may summed single one its own sentences, 
taking hold Adam his right hand, ascended from hell, and 
all the saints God followed 

not say that the Gospel Nicodemus trusted, but may 
near the truth the statement that the Saviour was the same state 
between death and the resurrection now are after death’’—a statement 
that would accepted, probably, majority Christians. But surely 
the apostles and primitive disciples had such notion. After they had come 
understand the resurrection Christ and feel its power, they were filled 
with what may called the resurrection-enthusiasm. their view the 
resurrection-era was already begun. Death and hell [Hades] were van- 
quished. Wesley’s hymn has the true apostolic 


Our Lord risen from the dead, 
Our Jesus gone high; 
The powers hell are captive led, 
Dragged the portals the sky.” 


Just when the resurrection was take visible effect themselves, the disci- 
ples could not say, and did not matter. die was and with him 
who had risen. And such dying did not deserve the name death. 
was sleep; was the putting off this tabernacle; was was 
not the death that all past ages had known, for Jesus had said: that 
liveth and believeth shall never 

the question why the Descensus not oftener spoken the New 
Testament, the answer is, that going Hades taken for granted part 
death. was not necessary speak both whenever either was men- 
tioned. the Revelation, indeed, the two are linked together: have the 
keys death and Hades (i. 18); name was death, and Hades fol- 
lowed with (vi. 8); And death and Hades gave the dead 
which were them. And death and Hades were cast into the lake 
(xx. 13, mention either was logically sufficient. But the 
Hades not home, even temporarily, for believers. Hades triumphed 
over him who brought life and incorruption [exemption from death] 


1Gospel Nicodemus, the Apocryphal New Testament (London, 
1820), chap. xix. 12. 
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When ascended high led captivity captive’’ (Eph. iv. 8). 
Death was Cor. xv. 54). The resurrection- 
enthusiasm the New Testament the response faith those glorious 
words prepare place for you’’ which place was not Hades. The 
just and unjust’’ (Acts xxiv. The judgment scene Matt. xxv. im- 
plies the resurrection the wicked. The resurrection period ends with the 
judgment. The divine foreshortening places the coming glory the 
resurrection. 

But have the right follow apostolic example, and avert our eyes 
from the fate the wicked, and rejoice the glory the redeemed. Christ’s 
Descent opened the resurrection-era the spirit-world well earth, 
and began the fulfilment the promise prepare place for 
Shall translate the apostolic thoughts and visions into modern thoughts 
and views? cannot expect comprehend fully the results Christ’s death 
and resurrection the unseen world. That was the un- 
spoken testimony our hearts whenever think those dear who 
sleep Jesus, and whenever look forward our own death, which hope 
names are still living the When 
die shall not pass beyond the resurrection-influence. How shall 
express this hope and faith? Shall say, the words the shorter West- 
minster, The souls believers are their death made perfect holiness, 
and immediately pass into But show the very heart and sub- 
stance the doctrine Christ’s Descent into Hades—its depth humilia- 
tion, its triumph, and its glorious fruits—the Deum better than the Cat- 
echism:— 

When thou had’st overcome the sharpness death, 
Thou did’st open the kingdom heaven all 


Adelbert College. PoTWIN. 


II. 
SANCTIFICATION AFTER DEATH. 


Christians die while yet imperfect. What the status these 
souls immediately after death, between death and the general judgment 
The common theory among Protestants has been that the soul the be- 
liever fully sanctified death, and, so, instantaneously fitted, were, 
for entrance into heaven. Much difficulty has been and felt with this 
theory and, escape from these difficulties, many among Protestants sup- 
pose intermediate state, something like the Roman Catholic Purgatory, 
only spiritualized which imperfect believers and those 
dying infancy, and perhaps some other classes, are purged developed 
until, the general judgment before, they enter the Paradise God. 
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Bishop Martensen, page 457 his Dogmatics,’’ says: soul 
leaves this present existence fully complete and prepared state, must 


suppose that there intermediate state, realm progressive develop- 


ment, which souls are prepared and matured for the final judgment. 
Though the Romish doctrine Purgatory repudiated because mixed 
with many crude and false positions, nevertheless contains the truth 
that the intermediate state must purely spiritual sense Purgatory, 
designed for the purifying the Oosterzee, Dorner, and now 
Professor Briggs, seem hold similar view. 

Are shut such hypothesis this, order escape from the 
difficulties the theory instantaneous sanctification death Must con- 
struct extra-biblical intermediate state? not better our 
ideas heaven harmony with the general tenor what God has revealed 

true that only beings who have reached state ideal perfection 
are fitted enter heaven? so, then the theory intermediate state, 
which advocated Dorner, Martensen, and Briggs, fails meet all the 
difficulties the case; for, according this theory, the second advent 
Christ, the géneral judgment, terminates this intermediate state. How, 
then, will the great multitude imperfect Christians, and infants, who 
are the body the earth the moment Christ’s coming, perfected, 
since they are deprived the help intermediate state 

May not the requirements for entrance into heaven such nature 
relieve all difficulty with reference imperfect Christian 
the time our Lord’s great appearing and also his appearings now 
through all the ages, and when comes receive’’ every individual be- 
liever death has promised? What are the conditions entrance 
into Paradise? read (Rev. xxi. 27), And there shall wise enter 
into anything unclean, that maketh abomination and lie: but 
only they which are written the Lamb’s book and (xxii. 15), 
are the dogs, and the sorcerers, and the fornicators, and the mur- 
derers, and the idolators, and every one that loveth and maketh 
Christ tells Luke 20, But rejoice that your names are written 

would seem every real Christian has his name recorded 
Christ’s book there, and also that those whose names are that book 
will admitted heaven without farther purification after death. Luke 
xvi. 22, read that when the poor beggar, who was doubtless very imper- 
fect, died, the angels carried him once Abraham’s bosom. Christ said 
the dying thief, shalt thou with Whoso- 
ever confesses Christ before men, him will Christ confess before his Father 
who heaven. 

body, are absent from the and that was willing rather 
absent from the body, and home with the and also Phil. 
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betwixt the two, having the desire depart and with Christ; for very 
far seems clear from these and other passages, that the believer 
goes death immediately into the presence Christ heaven. 

are nowhere told that absolute perfection requisite for entrance 
into heaven. the soul who living faith Christ united him, 
that prepared enter into heaven. Christ tells that the soul who has 
believed him everlasting life, and passed from death into 
tell very clearly that all who are his abide him, and them, the 
branch abides the vine, etc. They are the temple the Holy Spirit, who 
abides with them forever. the body, and are the members; 
the head, and are the body; the bridegroom, and are the bride, 
etc. Paul expresses this oneness with Christ real and vital that was 
crucified with Christ, and yet lived, because Christ lived him (Gal. 

Must suppose that soul who has thus passed from death into eternal 
life, and who thus united Christ living and vital union, must death 
shut out that place where Christ dwells, until the time the general 
judgment the end the world, order that may perfected? 
seems that this contrary the general tenor all which God has re- 
vealed this subject, and contrary reason 

Can there any place better adapted help imperfect souls who are 
united Christ, than the heaven where Christ and myriads perfected be- 
ings are, who can lead and help and teach them? Can there any more 
joyous service heaven, one more pleasing more full praise God, 
than lead and teach such souls who are thus united Christ? Being 
this vital union Christ, they will not oppose him nor the truth. They will 
not resist the loving leading those around them; hence there will 
jars, nor disappointments, nor want harmony. There would nothing 
connected with this which would source danger more perfected 
souls. There would seem nothing detract from the joy the glory 
heaven. Such service this would seem greatly add the joy and 
zest the heavenly life. 

This view enables suppose that Christ’s words and Paul’s words, 
quoted above, mean just what the words express; that Christ comes 
death receive each soul himself who spiritually united him, that 
meant just what said the dying thief, To-day thou shalt with mein 
Paradise and that Paul was right when said, For live Christ, 
and die also understand why Paul had desire de- 
part and with Christ, for far 

also understand something the condition that great company 
little ones, half the race probably, who pass from earth before they have known 
sin, and who are yet imperfect. They, too, need not kept out heaven, 
and away from Christ and the teaching and influence the most perfect be- 
ings. They can come in, and taught and trained under the most favorable 
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conditions, favorable, may believe, that the work the Holy Spirit, 
using the truth and these heavenly ministries and minstrelsies, will keep 
every one them from going into sin; keep them forever and loyal 
citizens the heavenly kingdom. The fond mother who suddenly called 
from the midst family little ones earth will once find absorbing 
and loving service the greater family heaven; she may more needed 
there than here. 

May not this same principle also explain how that, every nation, 
that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, acceptable him’’ (Acts 
35)? Yes: acceptable him, and received death him into his home 
heaven, although some them may not yet have heard the name Christ. 
May not believe that there are many souls groping for light and salvation 
the dark places this world, who, though they find not here the full light 
and joy realized salvation, yet possess inchoate righteousness, which will 
admit them death the presence the king righteousness, that Saviour 
whom, not having seen known earth, they have sought with all their 
hearts? There certainly seem few, least, such souls among the 
millions those who know not 

any such soul the darkest valley this earth, conscious his sin, re- 
penting it, led that Spirit whom God gives all men, seeks with all his 
heart escape from sin and find light and life and salvation, and dies that 
attitude mind, that the first impulse when his eyes are opened the 
vision heaven fall loving adoration the feet the glorified 
Christ with the rapturous thought, Oh, this whom long have 
must such soul shut out heaven? not heaven the place for such 
soul? there any more joyous service, any more pleasing him 
who gave his life for all men, than teach and help such souls perfec- 

Just here the question may asked, you not, then, make possible 
for some souls repent and saved after reference this dark 
and difficult problem, can only briefly say here, that such possibility does 
not follow from the theory above outlined. far God’s revelation gives 
any light, vital soul-union Christ which admits Christ’s presence 
heaven. For any one who such attitude toward truth that out- 
lined above, that, soon Christ appears his vision, there joyful 
response, filling the soul with conscious union Christ, that soul, seems 
me, was saved soul God’s sight and one whom Christ had united him- 
self, one who had within himself the promise and potency salvation and 
justification before death, even though had never heard Christ. 

the other hand, soul who dies such attitude indifference 
opposition the truth, that when God and Christ and heaven burst upon his 
vision death, turns his back upon all, and will not enter heaven, where 
there any intimation God’s revelation that such soul will ever reached 
and saved after hope does the light reason give this 
deliberate turning against the light and truth which cannot doubt deny, 


q 
e 


548 Critical Notes. [July, 


set and fix his soul forever? there any hope that after some years cen- 
turies such continued rejection, will afterward yield? there are one 
two surface ripples God’s word which, considered alone, might give 
some hope, itSseems that the great ocean currents Scripture are all 
against hope. 

With one other thought, close. May not true that God 
accumulating moral sanctions restrain from evil his universe, 
fast wisely can, influences which are last long will last? 
Among these influences would the glorified Christ and his infinite work, 
showing forth the love God and the awfulness sin; also, great 
multitude which man can number, all nations, and kindreds, and peo- 
ple, and whom Christ “has also the spectacle the 
Satanic spirits, and those souls who will not Christ that may 
give them life. 

May not the which Paul speaks Cor, xv. that 
time, when the present dispensation redeeming and regenerating activity 
Christ and the Holy Spirit shall cease, when the world shall come 
end, when such strong motives obedience shall have been accumulated, 
and such innumerable host witnesses the truth God and the love 
God shall have been secured, that, when the lights the great judgment- 
day are turned on, vividly flashing into every soul the universe the 
results sin and salvation through the ages, the incorrigibly evil will 
find that their power lead good souls into sin gone forever, that, 
though they may have only rebellion their hearts, they will forever 
powerless lead others their evil ways; and the good will gladly remain 
forever loyal and loving, never yielding sin? The universe subjugated 
God; Christ can give this part his great work and kingdom 
the universe safe; new rebellion will ever break forth. Aid 
then, who shall say that God may not safely creating new beings 
the host those who are already perfected trial and experience shall 
teach and train, thus filling the great universe God, whose limits 
human eye has ever yet discovered 

Nay, more, may not forever enlarging and forever peopling 
this universe with happy beings, sure that the accumulated influences, with 
the ever increasing army glad and loving teachers, will keep them loyal 
union him and each other 

Such heaven and such eternal service are briefly outlined the 
above lines, would seem harmony with God’s nature, with his 
revelation, and with the aspirations and desires all his loyal children. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 


NOTICES RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


GESENIUS’ HEBREW GRAMMAR. Second American Edition. Revised and 

Enlarged the basis the Twenty-fifth German Edition Professor 

Kautzsch, D., Edward Mitchell, D., President Leland 

University, New Orleans, La., and Ira Price, Ph. D., Asso- 

ciate Professor Semitic Languages and Literatures the University 

Chicago. With full Subject, Scripture, and Hebrew 

ton: Bradley and Woodruff, Publishers. 1893. 

The American edition Gesenius has remained unchanged from 1880 
until now, except for very few alterations affecting only paragraph two. 
Meantime the German editions have been rapidly following each other. The 
twenty-fifth 1889 afforded entirely new treatment the Syntax, and 
rendered new edition the translation imperative necessity, our 
dents are referred Gesenius for higher syntactical work. the ed- 
itors the Grammar could rid themselves the idea that used 
beginners, not, they would spare various footnotes drawing atten- 
tion something other for their benefit. The time has passed when 
could advantageously used for consecutive study beginning classes; 
though must confessed that the ideal Grammar for that purpose has not 
been written. 

The revision hand and are thankful for it; but would that the 
first part had been thoroughly revised the last part. The volume before 
another witness our unfortunate method stereotyping everything; 
better, trying use plates that have served their day, and should 
destroyed. More than half the book entirely rewritten, and course 
from new plates. unfortunate that the rest them were not thrown 
away and new ones prepared. Such course might have been detrimental 
the financial interests the publishers, but their pride should have induced 
them make their work uniformly excellent. The Syntax clearly printed, 
spacing uniform, type varies according sense, pages are uniform 
length. The first part presents wretched appearance contrast. The old 
plates are badly damaged. introduce changes that are absolutely 
sary, pages are chopped half, and the reader can easily discover where the 
new section begins, the greater clearness print, and especially vari- 
ation the Hebrew type. Spacing and leading correspond, not the re- 
quirements emphasis and clearness, but the necessity making the 
page come out even. Sometimes smaller type has used, though the 
text may important what has preceded larger type. Often old 
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paragraph has badly cut down allow other matter come in, and 
often added paragraph given merest outline. Etc., take the 
place whole lines references with important comments. funny blun- 
der occurs pages and Page the first edition has footnote enu- 
merating some the men who have contributed the deciphering Assyr- 
ian cuneiform writing; this note extends the next page. the new 
edition the note gives place very properly note stating where are 
found discussions the importance Assyrian for Hebrew Philology. 
This just fills out page Unfortunately the plate the following page 
unaltered, and have three lines orphan references, and worse still the 
break occurs the midst man’s name, and there the decapitated trunk 
stands, the victim the modern American book-maker’s art. Often the same 
cause leads absolute ignoring the literature the last decade. 
last line, repeated the first page 10. Two lines are deemed enough 
describe the Mesa stone, when the German devotes twenty-one lines the 
purpose. Syntax the spelling adopted, and footnote the 
proper place early the book defends it. some places the plates have 
been altered accordingly, but often the old form remains. 
the index stands, with old reference that has been cut out the text. 

Paragraph part original, prepared Professor Price. centres 
about diagram which purports show graphically the genesis the 
Hebrew vowels. The figure seems too complicated and certainly too in- 
distinctly printed much value. 

The chief attraction the book lies Part III., treating Syntax. 
say little upon the excellencies the new treatment, because the 
German work has been before the public for four years and has come 
seem unnecessary introduce it. The former edition gave 105 pages the 
subject, the present, 221; the very fact the devotion much space 
wholesome. Students need educated the knowledge that 
there such thing Syntax Hebrew. True, grammarians seem 
have forgotten also, and perhaps commentators have suffered the past 
from the same lapse memory. Late years however have witnessed greater 
attention the subject, and exegesis profits already. 

The old chapters, viz., Syntax the Noun, the Pronoun, the 
Verb, Connection the Subject with the Predicate, and Use Particles, 
the order given, now give place other more comprehensive subjects, 
more logical order treatment. Chapter concerns the separate parts 
speech; Chapter II., their combination into sentences and clauses. 
Chapter the first subject, the morphological part the Grammar, 
the Verb, which discussed its various tenses and moods, and its rela- 
tion dependent substantives. The Syntax the Noun and the Pro- 
noun treated much the same order before, though the amount mat- 
ter nearly doubled. 

Chapter II. entirely reconstructed. The definitions nominal and 
verbal sentences are changed. nominal sentence one which the sub- 
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ject and predicate are verbal sentence, one that contains 
finite verb. The earlier distinction was the Arabic one, based the order 
words,—noun-verb for nominal, verb-noun for verbal. 

After discussion the principles the sentence general, there fol- 
lows examination the different kinds sentences and clauses, inde- 
pendent and dependent. would almost seem that some the six kinds 
sentences and twelve different kinds clauses could have been grouped 
together advantageously, but the elaboration much more satisfactory 
than the six pages Conjunctions the old Grammar, that complaint 
order. 

The indexes are greatly enlarged even over their former exceptionally 
generous limits. Twenty-nine hundred Hebrew words are indexed, and 
there are nearly ten thousand Bible references, over against four thousand 
the former edition. some cases note old mistakes uncorrected, but 
this feature the work valuable and errors easy, that were un- 
mannerly find fault about them. 

One hesitates draw attention inaccuracies translation really 
valuable book, for the criticisms seem mark that one work erring 
unusual degree the points named, and, has any influence, which 
perhaps assuming too much these days reviews, somewhat lowers the 
book the estimation the reader. wish wholly disclaim any 
such purpose the present case. And one rises from time 
time and demands better work the part translators, better work will 
not done. principle, then, regard our duty show, few 
examples, that another valuable work the transfer from the Ger- 
hard work; requires more perfect command two 
languages than author need have one; requires also adequate 
knowledge the subject two languages. All this calls for the best talent 
and most conscientious work. The more exact and painstaking the work 
done the author, the more exact should that the translator. the 
translation philological treatise, special pains should taken not insist 
upon literalness the expense the thought. There often fine gram- 
matical lexical point that turns upon German idiom, not recognize 
which lose the argument. note few violations these principles. 

page 449 Strack said deny that oaths had originally in- 
terrogative force, when the statement the German that Strack starts out 
assuming original interrogative force, from which derives the use 
the word oaths. for the rest, confine ourselves two pages, 
328 and 329, which note that made 
(meaning here the acc. sign) supposed plural, 
should (the German also wrong). This poetry 
represents earlier stage the should poetry this par- 
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for die der Stein aufweist,’’ King Mesa wrote treatise 
that particle 

But our closing word must one recognition the great value 
the Grammar, opening the German work proven merit, for use ad- 
vanced Hebrew instruction our seminaries; for this purpose far supe- 
rior anything else that can found. 


AND MODERN SCIENCE. Charles Warring, Ph. D., author 
The Miracle To-day,” Genesis and its Miracle, Law, 
and Evolution,” Geological Climate,” etc., Member the New York 
Academy Science, Associate Member the Philosophical Society 
Great Britain, Member Vassar Brothers’ New York: Hunt 
Eaton; Cincinnati: Cranston Stowe. 1892. (Pp. 245. 


Professor Warring one the ablest and clearest the writers who dis- 
cuss Genesis and Geology. His knowledge both science and the Bible 
such give great weight his views. not know where one will 
find better summary the facts relating the discussion than that pre- 
sented the author his Table our World’s History 
made known Astronomy and which faces 28. 

would distribute the work the creative days follows:— 

First day, the nebulous stage Second day, the condensation and 
deposition the vapors consequent upon the cooling the earth and neces- 
sary for the clearing the atmosphere. This corresponds the Azoic and 
Archean ages geology. Third day, the elevation the land above the 
seas, the preparation the soil, the production vegetation. This period 
extends from the close the the close the Tertiary. Fourth 
day, the assignment the sun and moon for the division seasons the 
establishment the obliquity the earth’s axis, which among other things 
brought about the glacial epoch. Fifth day, the introduction the species 
fishes and birds now living, corresponding the early part the post- 
Tertiary period. Sixth day, the introduction man and existing 
species beast, and other land creatures,’’ almost all which came 
into existence during the latter part the glacial pp. 174 and 175 
there excellent paragraph illustrating the importance having such 
revelation presented form which should admit unfolding significance 
keeping pace with man’s advancement knowledge. 

What you think this you suppose Moses knew all 
about the matters which wrote!’ 

have repeatedly said that very much doubt his understanding fully 
what wrote, and may add that far from believing that the wisest 
have yet drawn from allitsstores meaning. These statements his are 
descriptions events phenomena language brief but exact, and the 
value such not easily estimated. child can draw from them 
tion; the wisest man cannot exhaust them. The value exact descriptions 


1For fuller statement the work the sixth day, the reader 
Dr. Warring’s article the Bibliotheca Sacra for October, 1892. 
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can seen every department science. The photographs taken the 
last transit Venus are purely phenomenal, Any child who sees them can 
readily grasp the fact that the little round black spot the photograph 
the sun’s disk marks the position the planet. This spot can see read- 
ily the astronomer; but here the equality ends. The full meaning the 
pictures can dug out only after months study men who have devoted 
their lives such work. Nor can even they make much progress unless fur- 
nished with every aid modern science, the most refined analysis, and the 
most careful microscopic measurements. And when they have exhausted their 
ingenuity and ceased from their work, the negatives—the prints are not accu- 
rate enough for such purposes—will preserved with the utmost care, 
because every physicist has lurking his bosom the conviction that some 
suggestion, some discovery, may throw unexpected light upon them and 
reveal unthought truths. 

account series such pictures, not, course, glass, but 
words, and only very lately that science has made sufficient advances 
have any adequate idea its 

The most original theory contributed the discussion that the 
establishment the obliquity the earth’s axis being the cause the 
phenomena described the account the fourth day’s work. This theory 
novel that cannot first sight look upon with favor. Still, 
recognize Dr. Warring mathematician sufficient eminence demand 
respect for the suggestion. 


APOLOGETICS; or, Christianity Defensively Stated. Alexander Balmain 
Bruce, D., Professor Apologetics and New Testament Exegesis, 
Free Church College, Glasgow; author Training the 
The Humiliation Christ,’’ The Kingdom God,” etc. 
New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 1892. (Pp. xvi, 522. 
$2.50 net. (International Theological Library.) 


‘This one the most valuable books its class which has appeared for 
many day, and can but serve very important purpose strengthening the 
faith such have been thrown into doubt the confident assumptions 
modern critical theories; while its perusal will furnish intelligent basis for 
the faith such have received without question the fundamental doctrines 
orthodox creeds. every point the author endeavors put himself 
the place those who are honest doubt, that may advance with them 
the higher planes hope which the evidence most surely conducts the 
candid and diligent investigator. For the purposes his argument, 
Bruce first reduces the problem its lowest terms, where the least possible 
(consistent with maintaining the system) assumed, and then proceeds, step 
step, rise the higher points vision which the facts inevitably 
lead. Such volume designed for the calm and reflective hours study, 
and serves its chief purpose ministering the wants minds which are 
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already deeply agitated view the insoluble enigmas and the tragic com- 
plications human existence. 

Intelligent Christian faith ordinarily begins some great experience 
the soul, when brought face face with the inadequateness its earthly 
surroundings. the soul which burdened with sin, overwhelmed with 
grief, dismayed the helpless sorrows the world, the gospel Christ, 
providing the solace which all are most imperative need, comes with 
the highest marks divine forethought. this provision, appears 
the Bible, there are the highest marks adaptation; such as, lower 
spheres mental activity, depend upon without question prove the 
doctrine design. The gospel too beautiful not true. 

Yet the mind cannot always repose upon this sublime height vision. 
not permitted, any more than were the apostles, build for itself 
tabernacle upon the mount transfiguration, and take its permanent 
abode it. Sooner later, the necessity comes, alike all, descending 
the plain, there mingle the ordinary affairs life, and find points 
contact with the great multitude, whose thoughts and affections are set 
earthly things. Amid these circumstances the Christian believer, however 
strong his faith, must turn apologist, and, the good sense the phrase, 
become all things all But though apologetics not furnish the 
highest kind literature, nor much directly the conversion mankind, 
they meet most important want guarding faith against the incorporation 
ignorant crudities, and objectional but irrelevant dogmas belief, which 
serve rather try than sustain the faith the weak. 

accordance with the plan intimated, Dr. Bruce first unfolds the Chris- 
tian theory the universe, with Christ the impersonation divine love, 
portrayed the first three Gospels, the foreground. believes per- 
sonal God, who has loved the world give his unly begotten Son 
ransom sinners, believes God Creator, and yet does not dis- 
believe the doctrine evolution, but evolution which was subse- 
quent Devoting one hundred pages The Pantheistic 
The Materialistic Theory,’’ The Deistic Modern 
Speculative Theism,’’ and shows how unsatisfactory even 
the intellect they are, compared with the Christian theory, which 
postulates eternal, omnipresent Father, and which, while setting man upon 
high pedestal importance, faithfully portrays his degradation and need 
redemption, coupling with all those views God’s character which furnish 
sure basis for triumphant hope with respect the final outcome both the 
affairs the individual and those the race. 

Book Second treats The Historical Preparation Christianity,’’ and 
concerned with those topics biblical criticism which are just now attract- 
ing most attention. the critics makes large concessions, —much larger 
than some would think proper,—but saves enough the history throw 
upon him the necessity defending its essentially miraculous character. 

finds occasion discard any books the Hebrew Bible from the 
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canon which was accepted Christ and the apostles. discovers the 
spirit the prophets Moses, who placed the moral law the Ten Com- 
mandments above the ritual the Levites, and whose practical legislation 
applying the principles morality the peculiar circumstances his peo- 
ple the admiration the world. Still Dr. Bruce maintains that the priestly 
ritual must have been, the main, great antiquity, and that “probably the 
rules worship were large extent old customs,—going back into the dim 
centuries before (p. 220),—which let alone, did not endorse 
countenance. the Fourth Commandment the author recognizes tacit 
but distinct recognition ritual. Still believes that Moses threw emphasis 
mainly upon the importance personal and national righteousness, dis- 
tinguished from strictness ceremonial observance. 

his desire avoid controverted points, for the sake strengthening 
his main position, Dr. Bruce sometimes seems far surrender the 
key his main positions. For example, page 304, puts down the 
minimum requirements needed for the defence the authority the Bible, 
that the Hebrew Scriptures reliable record Israel’s history its 
main outlines, and trustworthy interpretation the meaning that history. 
The hypothesis faith that the history Israel God revealed himself 
the God gracious purpose, and from the literature revelation, 
deserve the name, ought possible learn enough that history 
see the purpose unfolding itself, and get guidance the interpretation 
the essential facts from men whom has been fully opened the secret the 
Lord. not necessary that every particular historical statement should 
correct, but the general impression made the whole story Israel, that 
people peculiar manner related God, ought true, and the 
religious conception Israel’s vocation, and God’s character connection 
therewith, formed the prophets and embodied their writings, ought 
objectively valid. cannot rely the history its main outlines, 
the history elect people, and the prophetic reading the history, 
then there evidence that special revelation took 

page 171 has raised the question what the attitude 
the apologist towards the modern critical views respecting the authorship 
and dates the component parts Old Testament literature. His answer 
this question is, that apologist not called upon accept the results 
modern criticism, constitute himself advocate its claims 
scientific certainty. entitled hold himself aloof from critical dogma- 
tism, and keep his personal opiuions state suspense. may 
reasonably excuse himself from coming final decision the questions 
raised various grounds. may without shame plead the lack ex- 
pert’s knowledge. may further plead that the discussion and solution 
critical problems not fall within the scope general apologetics, but belong 
distinct theological discipline, that Biblical Introduction. Once more, 
may plead the unsettled state critical opinion. will time enough 
for the apologist dogmatize when criticism has arrived the stage 
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finality. far enough from having reached that stage yet.’’ All this 
very good. 

But questionable whether Dr. Bruce equally successful applying 
his principles, for page 173 proposes make his starting-point 
what critics greatest weight and authority regard while upon 
page 307 essays present the three great arguments upon which the re- 
construction Old Testament history, according modern critical canons, 

g.,’’ writes, law the one sanctuary was old 
Moses, how came pass that, certain date, nobody, not even 
prophets and pious kings, seemed know it, pay any heed it? 
And how that certain books the Pentateuch careful distinction 
made between priests and Levites, while Deuteronomy they seem 
identified? And why the Levites always appear the fifth book the 
Pentateuch poor portionless men, while the middle books find careful 
legislative provision for their needs 

Many must question whether Dr. Bruce has not gone too far assuming 
that there only one way explaining these puzzles; for plausible explana- 
tions them are the service those who maintain the ordinary view 
Old Testament history. There proper and conciusive evidence that 
prophets and pious kings were ignorant the one sanctuary. argument 
drawn from silence peculiarly inconclusive, and, this case, would prove 
that the writers the psalms which date from after the Exile were ignorant 
the Mosaic Again, the identification the priests and Levites 
Deuteronomy dependent upon interpretation few passages, and 
when viewed from broad historical point view there necessary con- 
tradiction between the legislation Deuteronomy and that the middle 
books the Pentateuch, with reference the provisions for, and the need 
of, the Levites. 

confess also considerable revulsion from Dr. Bruce’s mild way 
condemning pious fraud the Old Testament writers (p. 309):— 

without constituting ourselves special pleaders for Ezra and his 
associates, let frankly granted that their notions, the notions their age 
and regarding literary morality were not the same ours. the 
critics are right, Hebrew editors could without hesitation what should 
think hardly compatible with literary honesty: mix things old and new, 
ancient laws with recent additions; report sayings the wise, with editorial 
comments not distinguished such; collect utterances different sages and 
prophets under one name; weave different versions one and the same event 
into one continuous though not always harmonious without giving 
the slightest hint what they were doing. But This may 
crude morality, but not immorality.” 

The all-pervading influence modern criticism makes itself felt the 
apologetics the New Testament well the Old. This appears 


1See Dr. Hayman’s article the April number the Bibliotheca Sacra. 
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Dr. Bruce’s chapter upon the fourth Gospel, which, that upon the 
Pentateuch, seems express great deal more doubt about the genuine- 
ness the book than really cherishes; but suspect that his statements 
have been obscured failure discriminate his own mind between the 
proof mathematical proposition and the proof well-founded, 
tive page 470 seems agree with quotation from Dr. 
Sanday, that the external evidence can hardly prove that the fourth Gospel 
was written John strict sense the word and yet the 
whole force his chapter show that the positions taken those critics 
who deny the Johannean authorship the fourth Gospel untenable, and 
that the Gospel harmony with the synoptical Gospels, and like 
what the apostle John might supposed have written, that, connection 
with the external evidence, both the Johannean authorship and the authority 
connected with that authorship are proved, not perhaps mathematically, but, 
the judges would say, beyond reasonable doubt. the reader through- 
out would make this allowance for the author’s oversensitive efforts grant 
the most which critics may claim, the volume can but most helpful. 


THE BIBLE. Edited the Rev. Robertson Nicoll, A., 
LL. D., Editor The Expositor. New York: Armstrong and 
1893. per volume; for series six vol- 
umes two more series per volume prepaid. 

Thirty-four volumes this commentary have already appeared, and the 
volumes yet come before the set covers, designed cover, the en- 
tire Bible, will number somewhere from dozen score. The magnitude 
the undertaking speaks much for the perennial freshness the word 
God, one after another who has been instructed unto the kingdom 
brings forth out his treasures things new and old. The volumes before 
deserve separate reviews; but the limited space our disposal this num- 
ber compels condensed notice. The preceding volumes have been fully 
noticed that may dismiss each the before with 
word its particular general plan the series being 
well the minds our 

Dr. Maclaren’s when completed, will take high rank among expo- 
sitions the Psalter. not very critical,—it could have been more 
without injuring it,—but, after the reductio absurdum which Cheyne has 
given us, relief turn the Psalms they are, without endless spec- 
ulation concerning their authorship and 

have reviewed some length the first volume Dr. Stokes’ work. 
The latter chapters Acts, which this volume? exposition, are 
treated far more concisely than the earlier ones, and the book the better 
for the condensation. still somewhat heavy compared with some 


Pp. 385. 

The Acts the Apostles. the Rev. Stokes, Vol. 
Pp. 480. 
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the volumes this series, but one the most learned and painstaking 
them all. 

Dr. Rainy has given good and somewhat dry and homiletic treatment 
not deserving adverse criticism, and yet does not 
compare freshness with Findlay Galatians and Ephesians, Maclaren 
Colossians. 

The volume the First Book Kings,? Canon Farrar, and that 
Joshua,® Professor Blaikie, are written from very different points view, 
and illustrate well the inevitable lack uniformity series that maintains 
unstable equilibrium the questions the higher criticism. Professor 
Blaikie, whose two volumes Samuel are among the best this series, 
states fairly the different opinions concerning Joshua and the history 
and holds that unscientific accept, must, effects that are 
more than natural, while ruling out the supernatural The 
miraculous element the book Joshua accepts without hesitation, even 
the falling Jericho’s walls and the standing still the sun and moon. 
Canon Farrar, the other hand, accepts the results the higher criticism 


concerning the books Kings, and, while allowing the miracle Carmel 


pass unchallenged, considers the question the miraculous feeding 
Elijah way which intends shall applied similar points, affirming 
that must remember that the event was recorded centuries after its sup- 
posed occurrence; that lacks evidence its favor; that change the 
vowel-points would make the ravens, merchants, Arabians, some- 
thing else; and that, even accept, does, the evidence favor 
ravens the real meaning the text, the statement not literally 
understood. 

Professor regards Ezra and Nehemiah one book, whose au- 
thor was the same that the Chronicles, and wrote not far from 331, 
early the Grecian period. Esther, regards founded facts, and 
justifies it, after sort, the analogy the theological novel: though even 
thus judged speaks having low moral tone compared with 
other books the Old Testament. The chapters are not treated seriatim, 
but the main lessons the book are brought out series character 
sketches. Apart from these matters in. which there are wide differences 
opinion, most readers will regard Professor Adeney’s book useful one. 


THE SERMON BIBLE; Corinthians—Philippians. New York: Arm- 
strong and Son. 1893. $1.50. 

The tenth volume this work, which two more volumes will complete, 
sustains the impression the earlier volumes, and suggests the same guarded 
commendation. 

The Epistle the Philippians. Robert Pp. 

Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. Walter Adeney, A., Professor 
New Testament Exegesis and Church History, New College, London. 
Pp. 404. 
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Critical Inquiry into the New Testament Doctrine 
Our Lord’s Second Coming. Stuart New Edition. 
London: Fisher Unwin, Paternoster Square. 1887. (Pp. 561. 
6%.) Price, post-paid any part America, 6d. 

late notice even the new edition this valuable book, the first 
edition which was published anonymously 1878, and speak only 
answer inquiry, made late with increasing frequency, concerning the 
book and the method obtaining it. Unfortunately for the popularity 
the book, the publishers have American agency, and copies must or- 
dered from them direct. well worth the effort and delay, and cheap 
the price. The book attempt set forth the New Testament doc- 
trine the coming the Lord,in the interests truth, and not support 
theory. Although many books devoted premillennial doctrines have 
been published showing acquaintance with this work, there has been not 
even attempt answer it. While some its views seem beside the 
mark, the general truth that Christ taught that his was near, and 
that the apostles understood it, and, morever, that the ensuing events 
amply justified that prediction and expectation, seems established be- 
yond any but captious doubt unreasoning prejudice. more general and 
candid study the New Testament the light this and similar treatises 
would much reclaim its apocalyptic and prophetic portions from the 
too nearly exclusive possession erratic and often fanatical interpreters, 
and restore the original meaning the inspired authors. 


WIT AND THE BIBLE. Rev. Marion Shutter, 
Boston, Mass.: Arena Publishing Co. 1893. 3x5%.) 
This bright little volume, and well worth careful reading. 

seems times claim too much, and make wit what simply good 

sense epigrammatically stated. But this, after all, about what true wit 
consists in; and worth while notice occasionally how much rare 
good sense the Bible contains, even judged purely human standards, 

Shutter has shown well the keen sarcasm, the quick repartee, the unan- 

swerable argumentum hominem the Bible writers, and even Christ 

himself. has done good work giving another illustration the 

Bible’s rare touch every tone the entire gamut normal human emo- 

tion, and how, its appeal every part what right human nature, 

endeavors array the whole man—spirit, soul, and body—on the side 
righteousness and duty. 


Portrait Gallery Great Hymn-Writers. the 
Rev. Chas. Nutter. Boston: Published the Author. 1893. (Pp. 
208. 5x7.) $2.50. 

This not treatise, but table book. intended for popular use, 
and does not pretend exhaustive. Its mission suggest and 
stimulate interest the history hymns and the personality their au- 
thors. contains portraits large number hymnists, with sketches 


